
Page 1Page 1

Administrator
Typewritten Text
Topic Wise

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text
Topic Wise 

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text

Administrator
Typewritten Text
topic

https://bit.ly/38Y4L7V
https://bit.ly/38Y4L7V


Enter the peace process: The Hindu Editorial on India’s role in Afghanistan 2

India-Mauritius Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and Partnership Agreement will enter into

force on 1st April 2021 3

Pakistan freezes plan to open imports from India 5

Biden allows H1-B visa ban to expire 6

India committed to enhance regional cooperation: S Jaishankar 8

CURTAIN RAISER:  INDIAN   ARMY TO PARTICIPATE IN MULTINATIONAL EXERCISE IN

BANGLADESH : EXERCISE SHANTIR OGROSHENA-2021 10

India wants total disengagement 11

‘India stands for revival of democracy in Myanmar’ 12

U.S., Iran agree to indirect nuclear talks 13

In Geneva face-off, outrage versus hope 15

Biden lifts Trump’s sanctions on international court officials 18

No trade with India now: Imran 19

‘Joint efforts needed for peace’ 21

A walk-back: The Hindu Editorial on the Biden administration allowing H-1B visa ban to lapse 23

U.S. and China need each other 24

Indian Navy Ships and Aircraft to participate  in exercise La Perouse 26

Opening Ceremony of Multinational Military Exercise SHANTIR OGROSHENA 2021 29

U.S. to join talks to salvage Iran deal 31

Mayhem in Myanmar: On the violence during Myanmar's Armed Forces' Day 33

Fits and starts: On India-Pakistan dialogue process 34

India hosts First Meeting of BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors April 6, 2021 35

U.S. military cites rising risk of Beijing’s move against Taiwan 38

India-EU Partnership: Can the Unfulfilled Potential Be Realised? 39

India silent on back-channel dialogue 42

Biden govt. restores aid to Palestinians 44

‘All options open on South China Sea’ 46

Nod required for exercises: India 47

China, Pakistan to back each other’s ‘core interests’ at UN 48

Time tests ties: The Hindu Editorial on India-Russia relations 50

India does have a refugee problem 51

India, China agree to avoid new incidents on border 54

Iran unveils advanced nuclear centrifuges 55

MoS Jal Shakti Shri Rattan Lal Kataria Addresses BRICS International Forum Webinar, Highlights

Gravity of Water Crisis Being Faced By The World Today 57

‘Suspicious’ blackout hits Iran nuclear site 61

Why is India set to review its oil import contracts 63

Through a backchannel, steps forward 65

Enforcing claims: The Hindu Editorial on U.S. challenging India’s maritime rights 68

                                             Index



Page 2

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-01

ENTER THE PEACE PROCESS: THE HINDU EDITORIAL
ON INDIA’S ROLE IN AFGHANISTAN

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s comment that India supports talks between the Afghan
government and the Taliban signals a subtle shift in New Delhi’s approach towards the Afghan
crisis. At the 9th Heart of Asia Conference in Tajikistan, he said India has been supportive of all
efforts being made to “accelerate the dialogue” between the Afghan government and the
Taliban, in a rare direct reference to the insurgent group. In the 1990s and 2000s, India was
steadfastly opposed to any dealings with the Taliban. But its position seems to have evolved
over the years. In 2018, when Russia hosted Afghan and Taliban talks, India had sent a
diplomatic delegation to Moscow. In September 2020, at the intra-Afghan peace talks in Doha,
Mr. Jaishankar was present at the inaugural session via a video link, reaffirming the long-held
Indian position that any peace process should be Afghan-led, Afghan-owned and Afghan-
controlled. His latest comments come close on the heels of a new peace push by the Joe Biden
administration of the U.S. The Biden plan includes two key proposals — a unity transition
government between the warring parties and a UN-led multilateral conference of envoys from
India, China, Iran, Pakistan, Russia, and the U.S. India has supported the UN-led process, in an
apparent climbdown from its earlier position, and now shown willingness to deal with the
Taliban.

The evolution of India’s position is in sync with the evolution of the reality in Afghanistan. The
Taliban, no longer an untouchable force, control much of the country’s rural territories. The U.S.
has already signed a deal with the Taliban, wherein American troops are scheduled to pull back
from Afghanistan by May 1. China had long ago reached out to the Taliban. Russia has hosted
talks between the two sides. European powers have also shown interest in sponsoring talks. So,
India has to be more flexible and adapt to the new strategic reality. Since the fall of the Taliban,
India has cultivated deep ties with the Afghan people and the government, with investments in
multiple projects dealing with education, power generation, irrigation and other infrastructure
development. The first batch of vaccines Afghanistan got was from India, in February. Recently,
India signed an agreement to build the Shahtoot dam near Kabul. Thus, its economic, strategic
and security ties could be disrupted if the Taliban were to take over. The question India faces,
like the other stakeholders, is how to help Afghanistan end the violence without a total
capitulation to the Taliban. India joining the peace process could strengthen the hands of the
Afghan government, which is negotiating from a position of weakness. New Delhi should, using
its regional clout as well as its deep ties with both the U.S. and Russia, strive for what Mr.
Jaishankar called “double peace”, both inside Afghanistan and in the region.

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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INDIA-MAURITIUS COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC
COOPERATION AND PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT WILL
ENTER INTO FORCE ON 1ST APRIL 2021

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

India and Mauritius signed the ComprehensiveEconomic Cooperation andPartnership
Agreement (CECPA) on 22 February 2021. The CECPA is the first trade Agreement signed by
India with a country in Africa. Both sides have completed their internal legal procedures and the
India-Mauritius CECPA will enter into force on Thursday, 01 April 2021.

TheAgreement is a limited agreement, which will cover Trade in Goods, Rules of Origin, Tradein
Services, Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS)
measures,Dispute Settlement, Movement of Natural Persons, Telecom, Financial services,
CustomsProcedures and Cooperation in other Areas.

The India-Mauritius CECPA provides for an institutional mechanism to encourage andimprove
trade between the two countries. The CECPA between India and Mauritius covers310 export
items for India, including food stuff and beverages (80 lines), agriculturalproducts (25 lines),
textile and textile articles (27 lines), base metals and articles thereof (32lines), electricals and
electronic item (13 lines), plastics and chemicals (20 lines), wood andarticles thereof (15 lines),
and others. Mauritius will benefit from preferential market accessinto India for its 615 products,
including frozen fish, speciality sugar, biscuits, fresh fruits,juices, mineral water, beer, alcoholic
drinks, soaps, bags, medical and surgical equipment,and apparel.

As regards trade in services, Indian service providers will have access to around 115
subsectorsfrom the 11 broad service sectors such as professional services, computer
r e l a t e d s e r v i c e s ,  r e s e a r c h  &  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s  s e r v i c e s ,
telecommunication,construction, distribution, education, environmental, financial, tourism &
travel related,recreational, yoga, audio-visual services, and transport services.India has offered
around 95 sub-sectors from the 11 broad services sectors, includingprofessional services, R&D,
other business services, telecommunication, financial,distribution, higher education,
environmental, health, tourism and travel related services,recreational services and transport
services.

Details of the India-Mauritius CECPA can be obtained at the following link from 01 April 2021:
https://commerce.gov.in/international-trade/trade-agreements/

Indian exporters have to obtain a Certificate of Origin (CoO) from the authorised Indian agencies
to avail the preferential benefits under the CECPA. The online application for CoO for the India-
Mauritius CECPA can be made from 01 April 2021 through the common digital platform for
issuance of certificate of origin of the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT), Department
of Commerce at https://coo.dgft.gov.in/

*****

YB/SS

India and Mauritius signed the ComprehensiveEconomic Cooperation andPartnership
Agreement (CECPA) on 22 February 2021. The CECPA is the first trade Agreement signed by
India with a country in Africa. Both sides have completed their internal legal procedures and the

https://commerce.gov.in/international-trade/trade-agreements/
https://coo.dgft.gov.in/
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India-Mauritius CECPA will enter into force on Thursday, 01 April 2021.

TheAgreement is a limited agreement, which will cover Trade in Goods, Rules of Origin, Tradein
Services, Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS)
measures,Dispute Settlement, Movement of Natural Persons, Telecom, Financial services,
CustomsProcedures and Cooperation in other Areas.

The India-Mauritius CECPA provides for an institutional mechanism to encourage andimprove
trade between the two countries. The CECPA between India and Mauritius covers310 export
items for India, including food stuff and beverages (80 lines), agriculturalproducts (25 lines),
textile and textile articles (27 lines), base metals and articles thereof (32lines), electricals and
electronic item (13 lines), plastics and chemicals (20 lines), wood andarticles thereof (15 lines),
and others. Mauritius will benefit from preferential market accessinto India for its 615 products,
including frozen fish, speciality sugar, biscuits, fresh fruits,juices, mineral water, beer, alcoholic
drinks, soaps, bags, medical and surgical equipment,and apparel.

As regards trade in services, Indian service providers will have access to around 115
subsectorsfrom the 11 broad service sectors such as professional services, computer
r e l a t e d s e r v i c e s ,  r e s e a r c h  &  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s  s e r v i c e s ,
telecommunication,construction, distribution, education, environmental, financial, tourism &
travel related,recreational, yoga, audio-visual services, and transport services.India has offered
around 95 sub-sectors from the 11 broad services sectors, includingprofessional services, R&D,
other business services, telecommunication, financial,distribution, higher education,
environmental, health, tourism and travel related services,recreational services and transport
services.

Details of the India-Mauritius CECPA can be obtained at the following link from 01 April 2021:
https://commerce.gov.in/international-trade/trade-agreements/

Indian exporters have to obtain a Certificate of Origin (CoO) from the authorised Indian agencies
to avail the preferential benefits under the CECPA. The online application for CoO for the India-
Mauritius CECPA can be made from 01 April 2021 through the common digital platform for
issuance of certificate of origin of the Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT), Department
of Commerce at https://coo.dgft.gov.in/
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-02

PAKISTAN FREEZES PLAN TO OPEN IMPORTS FROM
INDIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

A file photo of an Indian truck with goods at the Wagah border.AP  

The reversal of the ECC’s decision on Thursday was announced by Pakistan Foreign Minister
Shah Mehmood Qureshi, who, in a taped video statement, said the matter needed “further
debate”.

“An impression was emerging that ties with India are moving towards normalisation and trade
has been opened. We had a discussion on this, and the unanimous view of the Cabinet was that
until the unilateral decisions taken by India on August 5, 2019, are not reconsidered, it would be
impossible to normalise relations with India,” Mr. Qureshi said.

According to media reports in Pakistan, Mr. Qureshi, along with Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid
and Human Rights Minister Shireen Mazari, were most vocal in their opposition to reopening
trade with India.

Ms. Mazaari had tweeted against the decision on Indian imports hours before the Cabinet
meeting, indicating that there were differences within the Cabinet.

“Cabinet stated clearly NO trade with India,” Ms. Mazaari emphasised in a tweet after the
meeting on Thursday, referring to India’s “illegal actions” in Jammu and Kashmir. Mr. Rashid told
the media that India’s decision to overturn Article 370 was the precondition for any engagement.

While New Delhi has made it clear that it will not reverse decisions on Article 370 from a slew of
measures taken in August 2019, both Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit
Shah have publicly said that the Statehood of Jammu and Kashmir, which has been
downgraded to a Union Territory at present, would be restored at an “appropriate” time.

The Ministry of External Affairs declined to comment, both on the earlier decision to open
imports, and the latest one to defer any easing of trade ties.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-02

BIDEN ALLOWS H1-B VISA BAN TO EXPIRE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Welcome back:Firms hiring foreigners ‘struggled to fill jobs’, despite high domestic
unemployment, says a study.AP/FILEWilfredo Lee  

The White House has allowed a 2020 ban on H1-B skilled worker and certain other temporary
visas to expire on March 31. H1-B visas, used more by Indian professionals than any other
nationality, weresuspended byPresident Donald Trump in June last year, ostensibly to protect
American jobs, already reeling under the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. Visas for intra-
company transfers (L1), exchange visitors (J1), temporary non-agricultural workers (H-2B) and
dependents of H1-B holders (H4) were also impacted by the expiring ban.

The White House did not make an official statement on the suspension’s expiration, as
President Joe Biden travelled to Pittsburgh on Wednesday to unveil his $2 trillion American Jobs
Plan — a massive, eight-year infrastructure plan.

While the stated reason for Mr. Trump’s suspension was protecting American jobs in the face of
unprecedented unemployment last year, the ban did not have its intended impact, according to
the preliminary findings of a Wall Street Journal study.

The analysis found that businesses employing foreigners “struggled to fill jobs” despite very high
domestic unemployment.

The ban, which was opposed by several prominent industry bodies, was litigated last year. The
American Chamber of Commerce and the National Association of Manufacturers had won a
preliminary injunction against the ban for their members from a federal court last October (the
start of the U.S. fiscal year).

Indian IT industry body NASSCOM said it applauded the decision to let the visa ban expire.

“Allowing the suspension to lapse makes great sense for the United States. As the courts
seemed to agree, there was no credible evidence that the visa holders do harm to the U.S.
labour market. Quite the contrary, these individuals are a vital part of the U.S. workforce and
their presence enhances and helps enable the U.S. economy, innovate, and grow jobs across
the country. NASSCOM believes this will help U.S. businesses access talent critical to the
economic recovery phase in the post-COVID world,” the NASSCOM statement said.

The Information Technology Industry Council, an IT and tech industry association with members
such as Amazon, Google, Cognizant and Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), also said it
welcomed the ban expiration.

Immigration reforms

“ITI welcomes the expiration of the prior administration’s H1-B visa ban today, and we look
forward to working with@POTUSand the U.S. Congress on advancing sound immigration
reforms moving forward,” a tweet from the organisation read.

U.S. Senator Josh Hawley, a member of the right flank of the Republican Party, wrote to Mr.
Biden asking him to consider a ban extension.
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“I urge you to extend the temporary foreign worker entry suspension until the national
unemployment rate has meaningfully declined, and until your administration has conducted a
thorough review of non-immigrant visa programs to ensure that American workers are fully and
effectively protected form harm,” he said. U.S. joblessness claims fell to 6,84,000 in March – the
lowest since the pandemic began a year ago.

While the ban has expired, some workers wanting to travel to the U.S. will not be able to due to
pandemic-related U.S. travel restrictions on regions and countries, including South Africa, most
of Europe and Brazil.

(With inputs from Yuthika Bhargava in New Delhi)
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2021-04-02

INDIA COMMITTED TO ENHANCE REGIONAL
COOPERATION: S JAISHANKAR

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: BIMSTEC and India

'I am delighted that the Member States have finalized the BIMSTEC Master Plan for Transport
Connectivity which is expected to be adopted at the fifth BIMSTEC Summit,' S Jaishankar said

India on Thursday hailed an initiative to create a connectivity master plan linking countries in
South and Southeast Asia, and urged the speedy conclusion of a coastal shipping pact, besides
another agreement allowing motor vehicles to ply via member countries.

Addressing the 17th BIMSTEC ministerial meeting, external affairs minister S Jaishankar said
India was committed to increase regional cooperation within the grouping.

Besides India, the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation (BIMSTEC), includes Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Nepal and
Bhutan. Formed in the 1990s, the group remained dormant for many years till it was revived a
few years ago as an alternative to the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), which despite having the potential, has not been able to move forward due to frictions
between India and Pakistan.

In 2016, India had invited leaders of the BIMSTEC grouping for an extended session of the
BRICS leaders summit. In 2019, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had invited leaders of the group
to his swearing in after retaining power in the national polls to underline India’s commitment to
the grouping.

Over the years, BIMSTEC has emerged as a promising sub-regional alternative to ensure
growing strategic and economic interests of its member states as well as the international
community in the Bay of Bengal region, Jaishankar said.

“India remains committed to further building the momentum of regional cooperation under the
BIMSTEC framework and make the organization stronger, vibrant, more effective and result-
oriented," he added.

The Indian foreign minister also said that “robust" linkages were “an essential pre-requisite for
economic integration of the region with smooth cross-border movement of people and goods".

“I am delighted that member states have finalized the BIMSTEC master plan for transport
connectivity which is expected to be adopted at the fifth BIMSTEC Summit," Jaishankar said. “It
would be an important step towards fulfilling the aspirations of the people of our region for better
connectivity and integration. We also need to put in place a legal framework for smooth
connectivity in the region by finalizing the BIMSTEC Coastal Shipping Agreement and the Motor
Vehicles Agreement at an early date" he added.

Jaishankar also hailed Sri Lanka’s initiative to organize the fifth BIMSTEC leaders’ summit soon.

Click here to read the Mint ePaperMint is now on Telegram. Join Mint channel in your Telegram
and stay updated with the latest business news.

Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.
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CURTAIN RAISER: INDIAN ARMY TO PARTICIPATE IN
MULTINATIONAL EXERCISE IN BANGLADESH :
EXERCISE SHANTIR OGROSHENA-2021

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bangladesh

Multinational Military Exercise SHANTIR OGROSHENA 2021 (Front Runner of the Peace) will
be held at Bangladesh to commemorate the birth centenary of Bangladesh ‘Father of the
Nation’ Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and mark glorious 50 years of liberation. 
Indian Army contingent comprising of 30 personnel including Officers, JCOs and Jawans of a
Battalion from The DOGRA Regiment will participate in the exercise along with contingent of
Royal Bhutan Army, Sri Lankan Army and Bangladesh Army from 04 Apr to 12 Apr 2021. The
theme of the exercise is “Robust Peace Keeping Operations”. Military observers from USA, UK,
Turkey, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Singapore will also be in attendance throughout
the exercise.

_____________________________________________________________
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-03

INDIA WANTS TOTAL DISENGAGEMENT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

The remaining points of tension along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh should
be resolved “quickly”, said an official of the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) on Friday.
Addressing the weekly press briefing, official spokesperson Arindam Bagchi said “prolongation”
of differences in the remaining points of friction was not helpful for restoration of peace and
tranquillity along the LAC.

“There is a consensus that the two sides should now quickly resolve the remaining issues along
the LAC in eastern Ladakh,” said Mr. Bagchi, highlighting the positive outcome from the 10
rounds of Senior Commanders-level talks which helped in achieving “disengagement” in the
Pangong Tso area. The official indicated that despite negotiations, similar disengagement is yet
to be achieved at the remaining friction points.

“At both the senior commanders’ meeting and the WMCC (Working Mechanism for Consultation
and Coordination), the two sides had detailed exchange of views on the remaining issues. The
two sides continue to remain in touch through military and diplomatic channels,” said Mr. Bagchi,
emphasising the need to resolve the issues.

Following months of tension on the LAC, Indian and Chinese Senior Commanders had managed
to disengage on the north and south banks of the Pangong Tso. However, the Chinese forces
are yet to disengage from Gogra, Hot Springs, Depsang and Demchok. “We therefore hope that
the Chinese side will work with us to ensure that disengagement in the remaining areas is
completed at the earliest. This would allow both sides to consider de-escalation of forces in
eastern Ladakh as that alone will lead to the restoration of peace and tranquillity and provide
conditions for progress of our bilateral relationship,” said the official spokesperson.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-03

‘INDIA STANDS FOR REVIVAL OF DEMOCRACY IN
MYANMAR’

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Myanmar

A jawan manningthe India-Myanmarborder in Mizoram.AP  

India on Friday said it stood for revival of democracy in Myanmar, and added that violence would
not solve the prevailing situation in the country.

“We condemn any use of violence. We believe that the rule of law should prevail. We stand for
the restoration of democracy in Myanmar. We have urged the release of political prisoners and
supported any attempts at resolving the current situation, including through the efforts of
ASEAN,” said Arindam Bagchi, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson said.

India was among the first countries to express concern after the February 1 military takeover
which deposed the democratically elected leadership of Myanmar. However, India’s subsequent
behaviour indicated that it preferred to maintain communication links with the military junta.

On March 27, an Indian official attended the Myanmar Armed Forces Day parade at capital
Naypyitaw even as the day turned out to be the bloodiest with the military killing around 100
protesters. Subsequently, on April 1, Myanmar participated in a foreign ministerial meeting of
BIMSTEC, Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation,
which was chaired by Sri Lanka and attended by India along with other members like
Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, and Thailand.

Concern for displaced

Mr. Bagchi, however, argued that India maintains routine diplomatic activities through its mission
in Myanmar. “Our Ambassador, Defence Attache, and other diplomatic officers continue to
discharge their regular diplomatic responsibilities,” said Mr. Bagchi.

Mr. Bagchi further said India was treating the flow of displaced people from Myanmar as per
Indian laws and “humanitarian considerations.”
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-03

U.S., IRAN AGREE TO INDIRECT NUCLEAR TALKS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Talks resume:Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi, centre, during a virtual meeting
of the JCPOA in Tehran.AFP-  

The U.S. and Iran said on Friday that they would begin negotiations through intermediaries next
week to try to get both countries back into an accord limiting Iran’s nuclear programme, nearly
three years after President Donald Trump pulled the U.S. out of the deal.

The announcement marked the first major progress in efforts to return both countries to the 2015
accord, which bound Iran to restrictions on its nuclear programmes in return for relief from U.S.
and international sanctions. President Joe Biden came into office saying that getting back into
the accord was a priority. But Iran and the U.S. have disagreed over Iran's demands that
sanctions be lifted first, and the stalemate threatened to become an early foreign policy setback
for the Biden administration.

State Department spokesperson Ned Price called the resumption of negotiations, scheduled for
Tuesday in Vienna, “a healthy step forward”. But Mr. Price added: “These remain early days,
and we don’t anticipate an immediate breakthrough as there will be difficult discussions ahead.”

Mr. Trump pulled the U.S. out of the accord in 2018, opting for a “maximum pressure” campaign
of stepped-up U.S. sanctions and other tough actions. Iran responded by intensifying its
enrichment of uranium and building of centrifuges, while maintaining its insistence that its
nuclear development was for civilian and not military purposes. Iran’s moves increased pressure
on major world powers over the Trump administration's sanctions and raised tensions among
U.S. allies and strategic partners in West Asia. Agreement on the start of indirect talks came
after the EU helped broker a virtual meeting of officials from Britain, China, France, Germany,
Russia and Iran, which have remained in the accord, known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).

Mr. Price said next week's talks will be structured around working groups that the EU was
forming with the remaining participants in the accord, including Iran.

Primary issue

“The primary issues that will be discussed are the nuclear steps that Iran would need to take in
order to return to compliance with the terms of the JCPOA, and the sanctions relief steps that
the U.S. would need to take in order to return to compliance as well,” Mr. Price said.

The U.S., like Iran, said it did not anticipate direct talks between the U.S. and Iran now. Mr. Price
said the U.S. remains open to that idea, however.

In a tweet, Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif said the aim of the Vienna session would be to
“rapidly finalize sanction-lifting & nuclear measures for choreographed removal of all sanctions,
followed by Iran ceasing remedial measures.”

Iranian state television quoted Abbas Araghchi, Iran’s nuclear negotiator at the virtual meeting,
as saying during Friday’s discussions that any “return by the U.S. to the nuclear deal does not
require any negotiation and the path is quite clear”.
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“The U.S. can return to the deal and stop breaching the law in the same way it withdrew from the
deal and imposed illegal sanctions on Iran,” Mr. Araghchi was quoted as as saying.

Russia's Ambassador to international organisations in Vienna, Mikhail Ulyanov, said “the
impression is that we are on the right track, but the way ahead will not be easy and will require
intensive efforts. The stakeholders seem to be ready for that”.

Any return of the United States would involve complications. Iran has said before it resumes
compliance with the deal, the U.S. needs to return to its own obligations by dropping the
sanctions.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-03

IN GENEVA FACE-OFF, OUTRAGE VERSUS HOPE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

“Hey Geneva” laments Ajith Kumarasiri (musician, songwriter, and composer in Sri Lanka) in
powerful Sinhala rhythm and blues. “We no longer kill.” “We don’t shoot anymore.” “Give us our
island back.” Geneva as an idea is firmly embedded in the Sri Lankan consciousness. For many
Sri Lankans, especially the Sinhalese, it is an attack on national honour, a place where their
vulnerability as a small island is exploited. For many Tamils and now Muslims, it is a place of
hope. For human rights activists the world over, it is their forum.

The Human Rights Council in Geneva is a place where Sinhala and Tamil nationalisms meet,
confront each other and fight countless shadow battles. In some of the side events of the
Council, before the novel coronavirus pandemic, people have fainted, come to fisticuffs and
been removed by UN security. It is the place where both communities have large
demonstrations next to the legless chair that reminds the Palais de Nations of the consequence
of war. There are heated, blood-chilling speeches aimed at the supporters. For bystanders,
much of this drama is quite unsettling.

The government playbook with regard to the Geneva process at the UN Human Rights Council
is to present it as an enormous power play full of double standards. It is seen as western
countries ganging up on Sri Lanka for its closeness to China. Imperialism and neocolonialism
remain in the frame. There is no government recognition that there may be any grievance or a
victim. This just compounds the insensitivity.

The government’s aim this year was to have no resolution at all, while the major Tamil groups
wanted the Human Rights Council to begin a pathway to the International Criminal Court. In the
end, the resolution decided to create capacity at the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) to collect, preserve and consolidate evidence not
only on war crimes but also on other gross violations of human rights and serious violations of
humanitarian law. There is no date or time period.

Though geopolitics is the framework for decision making at the Human Rights Council, the
actual process is more nuanced and may be described as geopolitics “plus”. Unless one
acknowledges this “plus” factor, one will never understand the actual workings of the Human
Rights Council. The activism, agitation and the momentum around a resolution created by this
“plus” factor spills over and creates the atmosphere in which the resolution is adopted.

The “plus” factors around the Sri Lankan resolution were easy to identify. First came the legal
experts of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, as well as the Special
Rapporteurs and procedures who took very strong positions. The pivotal input by the Office was
the Report of the High Commissioner on “Promoting Accountability and Reconciliation in Sri
Lanka”. Michelle Bachelet as a High Commissioner, a torture victim, President, and a Minister of
Defence, put her full weight behind the report. More than anything else, her report and words
made the resolution inevitable.

In addition to the work of OHCHR, the Tamil groups nationally and globally were extremely
active. But, it was Muslim civil society and the Muslim diaspora that made the difference for this
resolution. Their passion, energy and sense of injustice filled the spaces. Despite heavy
lobbying from Pakistan, (the Coordinator on Human rights and humanitarian issues in the
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation, at Geneva), and from Bangladesh, after Prime Minister
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Mahinda Rajapaksa’s visit in March, despite pressure from China and after the Rajapaksas
made personal calls to OIC members, the large majority of Muslim countries still decided to
abstain.

Though the diasporas are always active, it is an international civil society made up of a whole
array of disparate groups that dominate the agitational space of the Human Rights Council.
These groups are often at odds with each other but act in solidarity when it comes to global
causes. Sri Lanka has again become a global cause. Once you get on the agenda of
international civil society, it is difficult to get off. As Christine Schöwebel-Patel, the academic in
international law and political economy, has recently written, there is a kind of “branding” in a
communications sense that takes place and has severe consequences for country and
community.

The events unfolding in Geneva are particularly disturbing because of their shortsightedness. In
2014, Sri Lanka faced a hostile Council and was an outlier in the international system very much
like today. Most people have conveniently forgotten this history. The Resolution of the Human
Rights Council in 2015 (https://bit.ly/3md0P8x) that Sri Lanka cosponsored after the government
changed was to pull Sri Lanka out of the rut that it had fallen into. If that resolution were not
passed, Sri Lanka would have had the evidence collection and preserving mechanism in some
form by 2016.

The 2015 resolution accepted international best practices, an office for missing persons, an
office for reparations, a truth commission and a judicial process for those guilty of serious
crimes. At that time, the focus was on the need for a system that gave confidence to the victims.
Victim groups were clear that a purely domestic process had failed them before. As a result, it
was agreed to have a framework with an element of foreign participation.

International, resolution 30/1 became a great success though victim groups thought it was a
failure due to a lack of implementation. International hostility disappeared; Sri Lanka was
dropped from international punitive agendas, became open to GSP plus (or the European
Union’s Generalised Scheme of Preferences Plus) and other trade and financial benefits and
was welcomed back into UN peacekeeping. Despite its international success, 30/1 was reviled
nationally as a resolution that “sold out the soldiers” — blurring the lines between the few who
have committed war crimes and the large majority who have not.

Fundamentally, there was also a lack of understanding of what “co-sponsorship” meant and the
enlightened self-interest that it entailed. Co-sponsorship has always meant accepting
international standards while keeping control of the national process — the legislation to be
enacted and the personnel to be appointed. By arbitrarily withdrawing from the resolution, Sri
Lanka created the space for the Human Rights Council to create a new mechanism to collect
and preserve evidence. This process is now independent of the Colombo government and will
eventually have a life of its own.

With this dedicated capacity at the OHCHR, the human rights issues regarding Sri Lanka will not
go away. For many Sri Lankans, especially the Sinhalese, this is an outrage of double
standards. There is real fury at what they see as global inequity. For many members of the
minorities, opposition leaders, journalists, lawyers, victim groups and civil society activists who
claim they are being harassed, prosecuted and intimidated on a daily basis by a surveillance
state, there is relief to know that someone will be watching.

Radhika Coomaraswamy is former Under Secretary General and Special Representative of the
Secretary General on Children and Armed Conflict
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-04

BIDEN LIFTS TRUMP’S SANCTIONS ON
INTERNATIONAL COURT OFFICIALS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important
organizations

Joe Biden  

President Joe Biden on Friday lifted sanctions that Donald Trump had imposed on two top
officials of the International Criminal Court (ICC), undoing one of the past administration’s more
aggressive moves targeting international institutions and officials.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken in a statement stressed that the U.S. still strongly disagreed
with some actions by the court. “We believe, however, that our concerns about these cases
would be better addressed” through diplomacy “rather than through the imposition of sanctions,”
Mr. Blinken wrote.

The U.S. sanctions had targeted ICC chief prosecutor Fatou Bensouda and the court’s head of
jurisdiction, Phakiso Mochochoko, for pressing ahead with investigations into the U.S. and its
allies, notably Israel, for alleged war crimes. Two sets of sanctions were imposed, the first being
a travel ban on Ms. Bensouda in March 2019, and then 18 months later a freeze on any assets
she and Mr. Mochochoko may have in the U.S. or U.S. jurisdictions. The second round also
made giving the pair “material support” a potentially sanctionable offence.

The Trump administration was openly hostile to the tribunal for pursuing prosecutions of
Americans for actions in Afghanistan and Israelis for actions against the Palestinians.

Both sets of sanctions had been roundly denounced by the ICC. The removal of the sanctions
was the latest signal that the Biden administration is intent on returning to the multilateral fold.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 19

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-04

NO TRADE WITH INDIA NOW: IMRAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Imran Khan  

Prime Minister Imran Khan decided that Pakistan cannot go ahead with any trade with India
under the current circumstances after holding consultations with key members of his Cabinet on
importing cotton and sugar, a media report said on Saturday.

The Prime Minister on Friday instructed the Ministry of Commerce and his economic team to
immediately take steps to facilitate the relevant sectors, value added, apparel and sugar, by
finding alternative cheap sources, the Dawn newspaper quoted sources as saying.

Various proposals have been presented to the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC), which
considers these suggestions from an economic and commercial point of view. After
consideration by the ECC, its decisions are presented to the Cabinet for ratification and final
approval, the report said.

In the present case, a proposal was presented to the ECC to allow the import of cotton, cotton
yarn and sugar from India keeping in view domestic requirements, it said.

The ECC had decided on commercial grounds to recommend the imports for the Cabinet
consideration.

While the decision was not on the formal agenda of the Cabinet meeting, the issue was brought
up by members and the Prime Minister instructed that the ECC’s decision be deferred and
immediately reviewed, the report said.

The Cabinet on Thursday rejected the proposal of the high-powered committee to import cotton
from India, with Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi saying there can be no normalisation
of ties until New Delhi reverses its decision to revoke the special status of Jammu and Kashmir
in 2019.

Pakistan’s U-turn on Thursday came a day after the ECC, under newly appointed Finance
Minister Hammad Azhar, recommended importing cotton and sugar from India, lifting a nearly
two-year-long ban on its import amid tensions over the Kashmir issue.

India has said it desires normal neighbourly relations with Pakistan in an environment free of
terror, hostility and violence. India has said the onus is on Pakistan to create an environment
free of terror and hostility.

‘Talks and terror’

India has also told Pakistan that “talks and terror” cannot go together and has asked Islamabad
to take demonstrable steps against terror groups responsible for launching various attacks on
India.

The ECC’s decision had raised hopes of a partial revival of Pakistan-India trade relations, which
were suspended after the August 5, 2019 decision of New Delhi to revoke the special status of
J&K.
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In May 2020, Pakistan lifted the ban on the import of medicines and raw material of essential
drugs from India amid the pandemic. The revocation of the special status angered Pakistan,
which downgraded diplomatic ties and expelled the High Commissioner in Islamabad. It also
snapped all air and land links and suspended trade.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-05

‘JOINT EFFORTS NEEDED FOR PEACE’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

India and China need to strengthen confidence-building measures in border areas and avoid a
repeat of last year’s border crisis, China’s envoy to India Sun Weidong has said.

“Maintenance of peace and tranquillity need our joint efforts,” Mr. Sun said. “The border disputes
can only be resolved through dialogue and negotiations... In case of an incident, a timely
communication through military and diplomatic channels should be undertaken to avoid any
action that may complicate or escalate the situation. We should strengthen confidence-building
measures to jointly maintain peace and tranquillity in the border areas. The lesson of last year’s
border incident is profound and such incident should not be repeated.”

He made the comments in a “virtual dialogue” with columnist Sudheendra Kulkarni, the transcript
of which was released on Sunday by China’s Embassy in New Delhi.

On last year’s clash in the Galwan Valley which marked the worst violence on the border since
1967, Mr. Sun said: “Neither China nor India would like to see it happen. Both sides are willing to
resolve issues and de-escalate tensions through dialogue and consultation.”

The disengagement at Pangong Lake was “conducive to building mutual trust and further easing
the situation on the ground”, he stated.

Political will

He said both sides had “the political will to resolve the boundary question” and “should actively
push forward boundary talks and strive to reach a fair, reasonable and mutually acceptable
solution”.

While the Chinese envoy called on both sides to view relations “in a comprehensive way rather
than limited to one part” and said “the boundary question is not the whole story of China-India
relations”, India has made clear that relations cannot continue as normal unless there is peace
and tranquillity in border areas.

Last year’s crisis, India has said, was triggered by China’s mobilisation of a large number of
troops in forward areas and multiple transgressions across the Line of Actual Control (LAC) that
went against a number of border agreements that had helped keep the peace.

India last year placed curbs on Chinese investment and banned more than 200 Chinese apps,
underlining that trade and investment could not proceed as normal in light of last year’s border
crisis.

Mr. Sun said “complete decoupling” or “selective decoupling”, in his view, “will not be realistic
and harm others without benefiting oneself”.

Trade ties

“We hope that India will treat all as equals in its opening-up and refrain from imposing
restrictions on specific countries or regions, over-stretching the concept of national security to
exclude companies from specific countries,” he said.
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Last year, two-way trade reached $87.6 billion, of which India’s exports to China were $20.8
billion, up 16%. “It shows that the Chinese market will always welcome marketable
commodities,” he said.

“China has been India’s largest trading partner for consecutive years and India is China’s largest
trading partner in South Asia. This is the result of the market functions and enterprises’ choices,”
Mr. Sun said.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-05

A WALK-BACK: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON THE BIDEN
ADMINISTRATION ALLOWING H-1B VISA BAN TO
LAPSE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

President Joe Biden allowed a ban on issuance of H-1B visas for skilled workers to lapse at the
end of March 2021, a move signalling his intent — articulated as a campaign promise last year
— to pull the U.S. back from harsh immigration rules imposed by his predecessor, Donald
Trump. Mr. Biden’s action will have a significant and favourable impact for Indian nationals
seeking employment with U.S. tech firms, given that they were the largest demographic to
benefit from this visa annually; they garnered approximately 70%.of the 65,000 H-1B visas
annually made available to private sector applicants other than students. By some estimates, H-
1B visa applications of up to 219,000 workers were likely blocked as a result of Mr. Trump’s
proclamation last June, halting the processing and issuance of non-immigrant work visas of
several types. The stated aim was to prevent foreign workers from cornering jobs in the context
of the economic distress associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. Yet, this raised genuine
questions about whether such rules would set back the U.S.-India relationship by impacting
Indian IT services exported to the U.S. These totalled approximately $29.7 billion in 2019, 3.0%
($864 million) more than 2018, and 143% greater than 2009 levels. Not only did the CEOs of
Silicon Valley tech titans protest the clampdown on a key source of skilled labour driving their
core operations, but some universities also filed lawsuits challenging a subsequent student visa
ban last year, leading to a partial walk-back on the rules for the latter.

In allowing the ban on H-1B visa issuance to expire, Mr. Biden has walked a fine line between
restoring the inflow of skilled workers into the U.S., a source of productivity increases for its
labour force, and not being seen as aggressive in unwinding Trump-era immigration policies. On
the one hand, Mr. Biden clearly recognises that there are limits to the Trumpian dogma of
economic protectionism — especially during a period of economic crises such as the present —
where there will be fewer jobs to reserve for Americans if the size of the pie is not increased
through economic growth momentum built on a diverse and skilled workforce. Nevertheless, the
Biden White House has clearly not forgotten the nearly 74 million votes for Mr. Trump in the
2020 presidential election, a fact that perhaps makes it unwise to explicitly reject the ‘America
First’ ideology, even if that motto is no longer alluded to on Pennsylvania Avenue. It would in this
regard be reasonable to expect that the Biden administration will continue to push gradual
reforms that nudge the U.S. economy and global strategic position back toward an ethos of
multilateral cooperation and bilateral progress with countries such as India, while however
retaining a sharp emphasis on policies that further U.S. national interest in a dramatically
transformed post-COVID world.

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-06

U.S. AND CHINA NEED EACH OTHER
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

U.S. President Joe Biden with Chinese President Xi Jinping. File photo   | Photo Credit: AP

U.S. President Joe Biden has called Chinese President Xi Jinping and North Korean President
Kim Jong-un “thugs”, Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan an “autocrat” and Russian
President Vladimir Putin a “killer”. Like individuals, nations too are prone to using epithets, but
are vexed when paid back in similar coinage. Therefore, the U.S.-China Foreign Ministers’
meeting in March at Alaska was instructive in many respects.

The public is accustomed to read-outs about conversations between international leaders.
These often portray a righteous West instructing the world on how to behave by constructing a
media narrative for the domestic audience. It cannot be assumed that foreign leaders who
receive diatribes from western counterparts listen penitently without response. It is noteworthy
that there are few read-outs of conversations between non-western leaders, who do not
pontificate and have no global media at their disposal.

Former U.S. President Donald Trump accused China of unfair trade practices and pursued a
dual policy of offering deals and threatening sanctions, but China continued to extend its
influence and counter American increases in military funding by expanding its own military
power. The U.S. and Europe have imposed sanctions against China, Russia and others. The
U.S.-sponsored Quad with Japan, India and Australia will prove an uphill effort because even
some of the U.S.’s formal allies have re-shaped their foreign and economic relations with China.

Confrontation and competition between the U.S. and China will dominate this century. Mr. Biden
has censured China for human rights abuses in Hong Kong and Xinjiang, aggression in the
South and East China Seas, intimidation of Taiwan, intellectual property theft, currency
manipulation, and cyberattacks, but these homilies are incidental to U.S.-China tension, which is
due to China’s rise that is transforming power settings and the U.S.’s attempts to constrict China
before it becomes a peer competitor. China will surpass the U.S. as the world’s largest
economy, has established a worldwide network of economic ties and set up multilateral and
financial institutions like the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, New Development Bank and
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank to compete with the West-dominated International
Monetary Fund and World Bank.

Preliminaries for the Alaska meeting were not promising: Beijing saw it as the start of a strategic
dialogue, while Washington diminished it as a one-off event. The U.S. Secretary of State,
Antony Blinken, hoping to seize the initiative, opened the meeting with a charge sheet against
China, comprising attacks on values; threats to a rules-based order that maintains global
stability; China’s actions in Xinjiang, Hong Kong and Taiwan; cyberattacks on the U.S.; and
economic coercion against U.S. allies. To this, Chinese Communist Party leader Yang Jiechi
countered that China would strongly oppose interference in China’s internal affairs, referred to
the U.S.’s struggling democracy and poor treatment of minorities, and criticised U.S. policies as
seeking military and financial hegemony to impose extra-territorial jurisdiction and suppress
other countries. He concluded that the U.S. abuses definitions of national security to obstruct
normal trade exchanges.

These sharp exchanges were intended for respective domestic audiences. The American media
were bewildered about how to portray this accusation of their country’s policies and resorted to

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/AP/
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calling the Chinese position intemperate. Despite the bombast, the Americans require the
Chinese to deal with certain issues, and the meeting ended with anodyne agreement to work
together on issues like climate change, COVID-19, Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation and G-
20, health, cyber-security, the Iran nuclear issue, Afghanistan, Korea and Myanmar.

The U.S.-China rhetoric masks the reality that both countries need each other not only for world
stability but growth, supply chains, jobs, services, investments and market access. China’s rise
generated booms for numerous Asian and Western economies and accelerated the transition of
the U.S. towards the lower end of manufacturing. Sanctions used indiscriminately against China
are unlikely to engender any change of behaviour, and it is clear that hectoring will not be left
unanswered. The U.S. deals for the first time with an economic and military rival it cannot
browbeat, and economic interdependence today makes the war of words confined to words. Mr.
Putin correctly summed up this situation: “They (the Americans) think that we are like them, but
we are different. We have a different genetic, cultural and moral code.” With the prevailing
mistrust across regions, every possible solution becomes an insuperable problem.

Krishnan Srinivasan is a former Foreign Secretary
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-04-06

INDIAN NAVY SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT TO PARTICIPATE
IN EXERCISE LA PEROUSE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Indian Navy Ships INS Satpura (with an integral helicopter embarked) and INS Kiltan alongwith
P8I Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft are participating, for the first time; in multi-lateral
maritime exercise La Pérouse, being conducted in the Eastern Indian Ocean Region from 05 to
07 Apr 2021. The Indian Navy ships and aircraft will exercise at sea with ships and aircraft of
French Navy (FN), Royal Australian Navy (RAN), Japan Maritime Self Defence Force (JMSDF)
and United States Navy (USN) during the three day exercise at sea. 

The exercise La Pérouse, led by French Navy, has participation by FN Ships Tonnerre, an
amphibious assault ship and frigate Surcouf. United States Navy is represented in the exercise
by amphibious transport dock ship Somerset. Her Majesty’s Australian Ships (HMAS) Anzac, a
frigate and tanker Sirius have been deployed by RAN for participation in the exercise while
Japan Maritime Self Defence Ship (JMSDF) is represented by the destroyer Akebono. In
addition to the ships, integral helicopters embarked onboard ships will also participate in the
exercise.

Exercise La Pérouse will witness complex and advanced naval operations including surface
warfare, anti-air warfare and air defence exercises, weapon firing exercises, cross deck flying
operations, tactical manoeuvres and seamanship evolutions such as replenishment at sea.

The exercise will showcase high levels of synergy, coordination and inter-operability between
the friendly navies. Participation by the Indian Navy in the exercise demonstrates the shared
values with friendly navies ensuring freedom of seas and commitment to an open, inclusive
Indo-Pacific and a rules-based international order.
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-04-06

OPENING CEREMONY OF MULTINATIONAL MILITARY
EXERCISE SHANTIR OGROSHENA 2021

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bangladesh

Multinational Military Exercise SHANTIR OGROSHENA 2021 (Front Runner of Peace)
commenced on 04 April 2021 at Bangabandhu Senanibas, Bangladesh to commemorate the
birth centenary of Bangladesh's ‘Father of the Nation’ Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and mark glorious 50 years of liberation. Indian Army contingent of 30 personnel are
participating along with contingent of Royal Bhutan Army, Sri Lankan Army and Bangladesh
Army from 04 Apr to 12 Apr 2021.  Military observers from USA, UK, Turkey, Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait and Singapore will also be in attendance throughout the exercise.

The aim of the exercise is to strengthen the procedures and enhance interoperability amongst
neighbourhood countries to ensure robust peace keeping operations in the region. The armies of
all the participating nations will share their valuable experiences and refine their drills &
procedures in Peace keeping operations.

***

AA,BSC,VBY
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The aim of the exercise is to strengthen the procedures and enhance interoperability amongst
neighbourhood countries to ensure robust peace keeping operations in the region. The armies of
all the participating nations will share their valuable experiences and refine their drills &
procedures in Peace keeping operations.

***

AA,BSC,VBY
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-07

U.S. TO JOIN TALKS TO SALVAGE IRAN DEAL
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Deep impact:Iran confirmed in January it was enriching uranium to 20% purity, well beyond the
threshold set by the deal.AP  

The United States is set to start talks with the European Union negotiators on Tuesday in
Austria’s capital Vienna aimed at salvaging an international agreement on Iran’s nuclear
programme, which Washington withdrew from in 2018.

U.S. President Joe Biden has said he is ready to reverse the decision of his predecessor Donald
Trump and return to the 2015 agreement, which was supposed to ensure that Iran never
developed a military nuclear programme.

But Iran is demanding an end to crippling sanctions imposed by Mr. Trump and has refused to
meet U.S. negotiators at the latest talks, meaning European players will act as intermediaries.

Ahead of the talks, U.S. special envoy Rob Malley suggested that the United States could be
open to lifting sanctions and returning to the 2015 deal, comments Iran government spokesman
Ali Rabiei called “promising”.

“We find this position realistic and promising. It could be the start of correcting the bad process
that had taken diplomacy to a dead end,” he told reporters in Tehran on Tuesday.

Iran confirmed in January it was enriching uranium to 20% purity, well beyond the threshold set
by the deal.

Ali Vaez of the International Crisis Group, which monitors conflicts, tweeted that the talks
represented “an important marker that both U.S. & Iran are serious about breaking the inertia”.

Since neither side appears willing to take the first step, experts such as Mr. Vaez have
suggested that the negotiators could make a “gesture-for-gesture” deal to break the deadlock.

Mr. Rabiei reiterated Iran was ready to reverse the steps it had taken as soon as all sanctions
imposed during the Trump administration are lifted.

“We do not accept a step by step approach,” he said.

The European Union will preside over talks between current members of the 2015 pact — Iran,
China, France, Germany, Russia and Britain — set to take place later on Tuesday at a luxury
hotel.

“Preparatory bilateral meetings are under way,” Mikhail Ulyanov, Russia’s Vienna-based envoy
to international organisations, wrote on Twitter.

The U.S. delegation will meet in a different hotel with EU negotiators acting as go-betweens.

At the same time, expert meetings are expected to take place and could take “15 days, a month,
we don’t know”, according to a Vienna-based diplomat. U.S. delegates are not part of those
meetings, but will be updated.
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Kelsey Davenport, director for Non-proliferation Policy at the Arms Control Association think
tank, said the lack of direct Iran-U.S. talks was not ideal but added that the EU was well situated
to break the stalemate.

She called for a “bold first step by both sides” which she hoped would inject “much-needed
momentum” into the process.

Washington, for example, could unfreeze Iranian funds held in foreign banks and facilitate
humanitarian trade, and Tehran could stop enriching uranium beyond the levels agreed in the
2015 accord, said Ms. Davenport.
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MAYHEM IN MYANMAR: ON THE VIOLENCE DURING
MYANMAR'S ARMED FORCES' DAY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The violence of March 27, Myanmar’s Armed Forces’ Day, in which over 100 protesters were
killed, has sent shockwaves. India, which initially expressed its “deep concern” and called for the
“rule of law” and “the democratic process” to be upheld, had stopped short of directly
condemning the junta’s violence. It had also sent a representative to attend Saturday’s
celebrations. But on the day India’s defence attaché, along with the representatives of seven
other countries, including China, Pakistan and Russia, was attending a massive military parade
in Naypyidaw, the junta was gunning down its people. The violence and the prolonged crisis
seem to have triggered a stronger response from several capitals, including New Delhi. On April
2, India, which has cultivated deep ties with Myanmar’s civilian and military leaderships,
condemned “any use of violence” and called for “restoration of democracy”. There is growing
international appeal for ending the bloodshed, but the junta seems unperturbed. Even after the
March 27 killings, protests and regime violence continue. According to independent agencies,
the junta has killed over 570 civilians, including 46 children, since the February 1 coup.

When the regime resorted to violence, it may have calculated that swift repression would
extinguish the fire for freedoms, like in 1988 and 2007. But there is a fundamental difference this
time. If in the past the protests erupted against the continuing military rule, in February, the
military usurped power from an elected government after a decade of partial democracy. Those
who enjoyed at least limited freedoms, first under the transition government and then under
Aung San Suu Kyi, have built a stronger resistance to the junta this time. Street protests are not
the only challenge the Generals are facing. The banking system is on the brink of collapse with
most staff on strike. Cash is scarce and prices of essential goods are rocketing. Industrial
workers are also on strike, bringing the pandemic-battered economy to its knees. The Generals’
efforts to bring bank and government employees and port and industrial workers back to work
have been unsuccessful so far. Worse still, armed insurgent groups have thrown their weight
behind the protesters, triggering fears of a wider civil conflict. The Generals are unlikely to give
up power on their own. They should be nudged to end the violence and make concessions.
Initially, India and China, both vying for influence in Myanmar, were ambivalent in condemning
the junta’s violence because they did not want to antagonise the Generals. But an unstable
Myanmar is not in the interest of any country. India, China and other countries in ASEAN should
heap pressure on the junta and work towards restoring democracy in Myanmar, which is the
only way forward.

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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FITS AND STARTS: ON INDIA-PAKISTAN DIALOGUE
PROCESS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

After a month of moves and messages that indicated a détente, events last week appear to have
slammed the brakes on the India-Pakistan dialogue process. The moves began with a ceasefire
announcement at the LoC in February, followed by Indus water talks, sporting visas and other
measures, including official speeches by Pakistan’s top leadership pushing for regional
rapprochement, and salutary messages exchanged between Prime Ministers Narendra Modi
and Imran Khan. Despite the growing bonhomie, however, External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar and Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi decided not to meet or
even exchange greetings at a conference in Dushanbe last week. And then days later, Mr.
Qureshi led a charge of Cabinet Ministers who opposed a move by Pakistan’s Economic
Coordination Committee to reopen imports of Indian cotton and sugar, arguing that it would
violate Pakistan’s commitments on Kashmir. Subsequently, Mr. Khan announced he was
dropping the import proposal he had made in his capacity as Commerce Minister, and that ties
with India would not be normalised unless the Modi government revoked its steps of August
2019, on Jammu and Kashmir and Article 370. New Delhi, which has chosen not to comment on
the events of the past month, and has not denied reports that claimed India-Pakistan moves
were part of a back-channel dialogue facilitated by other countries, has also made no comment
on Mr. Khan’s U-turn.

While such swings have been common in the India-Pakistan engagement, the present scenario
poses questions. If talks are indeed under way behind the scenes, it is unclear why Pakistan’s
import decision was not better coordinated before being publicly announced. The move followed
a speech by Pakistan’s Gen. Bajwa where he stressed the need for geo-economics, trade and
connectivity to be prioritised for regional prosperity. So, if it is not the all-powerful Army Chief or
the ‘Pakistani establishment’ that is playing the “spoiler”, the Khan government must identify who
it is. It is significant that New Delhi has chosen not to press its advantage over the embarrassing
confusion in Pakistan’s stand, or react to its unworkable demand on Article 370, which has
drawn India’s sharp comments in the past. This might indicate that the dialogue that has
reportedly been on for months has been paused and much will depend on whether any other
outlooked steps, including the restoration of High Commissioners in each other’s capitals and
LoC trade that was suspended for security reasons in 2019, or commitments from Pakistan on
cross-border terrorism, are announced next. If the nascent re-engagement is to have any
chance, there must be also more clarity on what the two governments have decided to embark
upon and hope to achieve from it.

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 35

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-04-07

INDIA HOSTS FIRST MEETING OF BRICS FINANCE
MINISTERS AND CENTRAL BANK GOVERNORS APRIL
6, 2021

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: BRICS, IBSA and India

India hosted a Meeting of BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors virtually today
on April 6, 2021. The meeting was jointly Chaired by Union Minister for Finance & Corporate
Affairs, Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman and Governor, Reserve Bank of India, Shri. Shaktikanta Das.
Participants included Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors of the BRICS countries.

As 2021 BRICS Chair, India’s approach is focused on strengthening intra-BRICS cooperation
based on Continuity, Consolidation and Consensus.

This was the first meeting of the BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors under
India Chairship in 2021. BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors discussed
financial cooperation agenda set by India for 2021 - Global Economic Outlook and Response to
COVID-19 pandemic, New Development Bank (NDB) Activities, Social Infrastructure Financing
and Use of Digital Technologies, Cooperation on Customs related issues, IMF reforms, Fintech
for SMEs and Financial Inclusion, BRICS Rapid Information Security channel and BRICS Bond
Fund. On the BRICS priorities and agenda for 2021, Finance Minister Smt. Sitharaman informed
that the efforts should be made towards delivering outcomes that reflects the needs and
aspirations of BRICS in particular and emerging markets and developing economies in general.

The Finance Minister emphasised the importance of BRICS in responding to the COVID-19
crisis through policy support and enhancing international coordination. Smt. Sitharaman
highlighted that world’s largest vaccine drive by India is under way. India has supplied 64.5
million vaccine doses to 84 countries. Speaking on the importance of social infrastructure and
use of digital technologies, The Finance Minister underscored the merit in engaging with private
sector and exploring the innovative financing models. Smt. Sitharaman stated that the Prime
Minister’s Health Insurance Scheme using an output-based funding model has triggered a major
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private investment cycle in health-care infrastructure, enabling significant expansion of health-
care services to vulnerable citizens.

The Finance Minister talked about thematic priorities for New Development Bank for discussion
during 2021 and the issues of membership expansion. Smt. Sitharaman also called for greater
coordination among BRICS member countries on the issues of 16th general review of Quotas of
IMF. 

****

RM/MV/KMN

India hosted a Meeting of BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors virtually today
on April 6, 2021. The meeting was jointly Chaired by Union Minister for Finance & Corporate
Affairs, Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman and Governor, Reserve Bank of India, Shri. Shaktikanta Das.
Participants included Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors of the BRICS countries.

As 2021 BRICS Chair, India’s approach is focused on strengthening intra-BRICS cooperation
based on Continuity, Consolidation and Consensus.

This was the first meeting of the BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors under
India Chairship in 2021. BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors discussed
financial cooperation agenda set by India for 2021 - Global Economic Outlook and Response to
COVID-19 pandemic, New Development Bank (NDB) Activities, Social Infrastructure Financing
and Use of Digital Technologies, Cooperation on Customs related issues, IMF reforms, Fintech
for SMEs and Financial Inclusion, BRICS Rapid Information Security channel and BRICS Bond
Fund. On the BRICS priorities and agenda for 2021, Finance Minister Smt. Sitharaman informed
that the efforts should be made towards delivering outcomes that reflects the needs and
aspirations of BRICS in particular and emerging markets and developing economies in general.

The Finance Minister emphasised the importance of BRICS in responding to the COVID-19
crisis through policy support and enhancing international coordination. Smt. Sitharaman
highlighted that world’s largest vaccine drive by India is under way. India has supplied 64.5
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million vaccine doses to 84 countries. Speaking on the importance of social infrastructure and
use of digital technologies, The Finance Minister underscored the merit in engaging with private
sector and exploring the innovative financing models. Smt. Sitharaman stated that the Prime
Minister’s Health Insurance Scheme using an output-based funding model has triggered a major
private investment cycle in health-care infrastructure, enabling significant expansion of health-
care services to vulnerable citizens.

The Finance Minister talked about thematic priorities for New Development Bank for discussion
during 2021 and the issues of membership expansion. Smt. Sitharaman also called for greater
coordination among BRICS member countries on the issues of 16th general review of Quotas of
IMF. 
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U.S. MILITARY CITES RISING RISK OF BEIJING’S MOVE
AGAINST TAIWAN

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Crucial test:Taiwanese sailors standing guard in front of a Navy frigate in the port of Keelung, on
March 18.APJOHNSON LAI  

The American military is warning that China is probably accelerating its timetable for capturing
control of Taiwan, the island democracy that has been the chief source of tension between
Washington and Beijing for decades and is widely seen as the most likely trigger for a potentially
catastrophic U.S.-China war.

The worry about Taiwan comes as China wields new strength from years of military buildup. It
has become more aggressive with Taiwan and more assertive in sovereignty disputes in the
South China Sea. Beijing also has become more confrontational with Washington; senior
Chinese officials traded sharp and unusually public barbs with Secretary of State Antony Blinken
in talks in Alaska last month.

Tough choice

A military move against Taiwan, however, would be a test of U.S. support for the island that
Beijing views as a breakaway province. For the Biden administration, it could present the choice
of abandoning a friendly, democratic entity or risking what could become an all-out war over a
cause that is not on the radar of most Americans. The U.S. has long pledged to help Taiwan
defend itself, but it has deliberately left unclear how far it would go in response to a Chinese
attack.

This accumulation of concerns meshes with the administration’s view that China is a frontline
challenge for the U.S. and that more must be done soon — militarily, diplomatically and by other
means — to deter Beijing.

“We have indications that the risks are actually going up,” Adm. Philip Davidson, the most senior
U.S. military commander in the Asia-Pacific region, told a Senate panel last month, referring to a
Chinese move on Taiwan. “The threat is manifest during this decade — in fact, in the next six
years,” he said.

On Wednesday, Taiwanese Foreign Minister Joseph Wu said the military threat against his
country is increasing, and while he said it was not yet “particularly alarming,” the Chinese
military in the last couple of years has been conducting what he called “real combat-type”
exercises closer to the island.
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INDIA-EU PARTNERSHIP: CAN THE UNFULFILLED
POTENTIAL BE REALISED?

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

More from the author

The 16th India-European Union (EU) Summit meeting will take place in Porto, Portugal on May
8, 2021. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will get an opportunity to interact with leaders of all 27
EU Member States and also confer with Charles Michel, President of the European Council, as
well as Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission.

Both India and the EU have been keen to maintain the momentum in their bilateral interactions,
despite the challenges posed by the pandemic. The two sides, for instance, met in a virtual
format in July 2020. India-EU interactions have taken place in the context of a challenging geo-
political situation due to the rise of China on one hand and the decline of multilateralism, on the
other. While these dynamics were present even before the onset of the pandemic, they have
witnessed a sharp acceleration as a result of the pandemic.

It was during the Portuguese presidency of the EU in 2000 that the first ever EU-India Summit
was held. That summit provided a significant impetus to bilateral ties. Fifteen Summit meetings
have since been held. It is expected that the forthcoming Summit-level interaction will further
invigorate and provide a fresh direction to the bilateral relationship, even as both sides grapple
with bilateral, regional and global challenges.

The EU is India’s largest trading partner and largest investor in India. One of the most significant
areas that both sides should focus on is to unblock the discussions on the Bilateral Trade and
Investment Agreement, which was launched at the 7th India-EU Summit held at Helsinki in
2006. Both sides had agreed on an ambitious target to complete the negotiations by 2009.

This could not be achieved partly due to the global economic crisis in 2008. Subsequently,
discussions came to a grinding halt in 2013 as positions of the two sides on market access
issues in goods and services — specifically relating to automobiles and alcoholic beverages (to
India), and temporary movement of skilled professionals (to the EU), could not be reconciled.
India and the EU at their July 2020 virtual summit decided to set up a Ministerial Group to break
this logjam. Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal and the EU Commissioner for Trade, Valdis
Dombrovskis, also met virtually in February 2021.

It needs to be recognised that the issues which engaged the attention of negotiators in the initial
stages of discussions are very different from the critical issues today, which range from data
privacy and security, innovation, AI, 5G, supply chain resilience, investment security, technical
standards, and others. It is also relevant that the United Kingdom (UK), which was the biggest
stumbling block as regards the movement of Indian professionals to the EU, is no longer a factor
in the talks, after Brexit.

It is reported that the two sides are considering entering into a mini-trade deal to pluck some of
the low-hanging fruits while continuing discussions on a comprehensive trade agreement. This
would appear to be the prudent approach at this stage when the appetite for taking ambitious
and bold decisions on both sides would be limited.

The Indo-Pacific has gained global salience, with the US, India, Japan, Australia, ASEAN, and

/taxonomy/term/2136
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several EU countries, including France, Germany and the Netherlands, sharing their vision for
this dynamic region. There is increasing convergence on the need to maintain a free, open and
inclusive Indo-Pacific based on a rules-based international order with peaceful resolution of
disputes according to the tenets of international law, particularly the UN Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS).

The EU could consider creating an EU-wide Indo-Pacific approach, which is progressive and
forward looking. If it is not possible, countries that have significant interests in peace and
security in the region could get actively associated with the deliberations to enhance cooperation
on common objectives. Countries like France (and even the UK, although it is not formally part
of the EU), for instance, could get associated with Quad activities in a formal or an ad-hoc
manner. This would provide greater substance to the desire and aspiration of the EU to become
a geo-political entity of standing.

In addition to discussions on maritime security, an agreement on which was reached at the July
2020 summit, the two sides also need to focus on other issues like emerging technologies,
health security, cyber-security, crisis prevention, military-to-military exchanges, and joint
connectivity projects in third countries, to strengthen their partnership.

Multilateral institutions are some of the hardest hit by the pandemic. The UN Security Council
has failed to function effectively for quite some time. But its abject failure during the pandemic
has been the most stunning. Both India and the EU are strong votaries of effective and reformed
multilateralism. They should invigorate their engagement for reform of the United Nations,
particularly the Security Council, so that it can be expanded and India, along with others, can
occupy their rightful place on it.

The World Health Organisation (WHO) has been found severely wanting in fulfilling its mandate.
This has become even more evident after the futile visit of the WHO team to China to find the
source of the coronavirus. The organisation is also crying for reform after its Dispute Settlement
Body was impacted due to the non-approval of members of the Appellate Body by the US.

Climate change is another burning issue where added push needs to be given to global
cooperation to meet the ever-growing challenge. India has taken far-reaching steps in meeting
its commitments under the Paris Accord. It is encouraging that the US has also joined the Paris
Agreement and appointed John Kerry as its lead negotiator on this important issue.

China’s aggression against India that led to the loss of lives at Galwan and the amassing of
troops and military equipment on the Indo-Tibetan border in violation of agreements signed by it,
its threatening posture against Japan, repeated violations of air defence identification zone
(ADIZ) of Taiwan, apart from its flagrant violation of human rights in East Turkistan (Xinjiang),
Tibet, Hong Kong, and South Mongolia, stand out.

China’s muscle-flexing in the South China Sea by occupying and militarising islands and the
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) belonging to other littoral States in violation of international law,
its so-called ‘wolf-warrior’ diplomacy, and proclaiming a charter of 14 demands vis-à-vis
Australia, are elements of its increasing belligerent behavior that should rile India and the EU,
who are strongly in favour of a rules-based international order.

China has been trying to spread the false narrative that its system has been eminently
successful in dealing with the health and economic crises unleashed by the pandemic while
democracies have failed miserably at handling it. This is even as China has tried to hide details
of the coronavirus outbreak when it first erupted in Wuhan in November 2019 and subsequently
did not accept responsibility for its acts of commission and omission in this regard.
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China’s perverse manipulation of the geo-economic architecture by weaponising its dominance
of the supply chains in pharmaceuticals and medical equipment, which ironically exposed the
over dependence of many countries on China, has brought home to the world that it is not a
trustworthy partner. Countries are actively devising methods to create alternative sources of
supply in which India could be a reliable and credible partner.

It is disquieting that China has been trying to sow dissensions within the EU by promoting the
17+1 initiative, focusing on the central and the eastern European countries. The conclusion of
the Comprehensive Agreement on Investment on the last day of the German Presidency on
December 30, 2020 has sent confusing signals to the world about the EU’s interest and
commitment to push back against Chinese authoritarian policies. This is seen by several
analysts as an attempt by China to create fissures in the transatlantic partnership.

Chinese belligerence in its neighborhood and beyond has clearly brought out that it will not
hesitate to employ military means to achieve its political, strategic and economic objectives. It
becomes imperative, therefore, that like-minded entities like India and the EU, along with others
like the US, Japan, Australia, France and the UK, act in concert to protect their core interests as
well as promote common objectives.

India and the EU, with 1.3 billion and 450 million people respectively, are the largest democratic
spaces in the world and natural allies, who adhere to and promote rule of law, within their own
territories and in the world. India and the EU stand on the threshold of an opportunity to ramp up
their engagement to promote peace, security and prosperity domestically, regionally and
globally.

Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Manohar
Parrikar IDSA or of the Government of India.
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INDIA SILENT ON BACK-CHANNEL DIALOGUE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Peace patrol:BSF and Pakistani Rangers personnel stand face-to-face along the border in
Jammu last week.PTI-  

The Indian and Pakistani High Commissions in Islamabad and Delhi, respectively, are an
“effective channel of communication”, the External Affairs Ministry said on said, sidestepping a
slew of media reports on a “back-channel dialogue” between the two countries on a number of
initiatives. Earlier in the day, two Pakistani news websites reported that the current round of
negotiations date back to 2018, and among the issues discussed by Indian and Pakistani
officials was the possibility of Prime Minister Narendra Modi attending a SAARC summit in
Pakistan in October 2021.

“Our respective High Commissions exist and are functioning. That is a very effective channel of
communication. Regarding speculation about SAARC summit, I have nothing to share with you
at the moment,” Ministry spokesperson Arindam Bagchi told presspersons when asked about
the reports by a number of Indian and international news media outlets quoting unnamed senior
government officials that have suggested that the back-channel dialogue is being overseen by
National Security Adviser Ajit Doval and Pakistan Army chief General Qamar Bajwa, and that
they have been facilitated by other countries such as the UAE.

At a press conference on Wednesday, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, who visited
Islamabad after talks in New Delhi, “welcomed the recent steps taken by India and Pakistan to
normalise bilateral ties”, further fuelling reports about the existence of a rapprochement process.

The latest report carried by Pakistan’s Dawn newspaper said the country’s U-turn last week on
approving imports of cotton and sugar from India, and then putting off the decision after
opposition within the Cabinet, was an “avoidable” mistake due to “haste” in announcing the
decision too early, without preparing all stakeholders. The report said the Pakistan government
had hoped for the Modi government to announce a restoration of “Statehood” for Jammu and
Kashmir, and a visit by Mr. Modi to J&K as signs that India was willing to soften some of its
moves made on August 5, 2019. According to the “insiders” quoted, Indian and Pakistani
officials had met at a number of “secret locations” in a dialogue that began in 2018, broke off for
a period of prolonged tensions in 2019, and was restarted some months ago in 2020.

“Indian officials raised the issue of what they call ‘cross-border terrorism’. Pakistani officials
assured them that Islamabad was strictly following a policy of not allowing non-state actors to
engage in any armed activity,” the Dawn news report added about the talks where the issue of
terrorism and Kashmir were reportedly discussed.

In a separate report published on Thursday, a Pakistani website, Global Village Space , said
more confidence-building measures had been proposed through the alleged back-channel
dialogue, adding this was the “first time that Pakistani government sources have confirmed the
existence of back-channel engagement with the Modi government”.

The Indian External Affairs Ministry did not respond to the specific details in either report, and
has maintained silence over previous reports citing the dialogue.
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BIDEN GOVT. RESTORES AID TO PALESTINIANS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Significant step:The aid will provide $150 million in assistance to the UN Relief and Works
Agency.AFP  

In a significant reversal to the Trump administration’s policy towards the Palestine, the U.S.
State Department on Wednesday announced the restoration of at least $235 million in financial
assistance to the Palestinians. The administration had already announced $15 million in
coronavirus relief to the Palestinians in March.

Economic assistance

Wednesday’s announcement includes $75 million in economic assistance to the West Bank and
Gaza, $10 million towards ‘peacebuilding’ programmes of the U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) and $150 million in humanitarian assistance to the UN Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA).

The UNRWA funds, the State Department said, would include educational assistance for at least
5,00,000 Palestinian children living in West Asia.

The Trump administration had almost ended all funding to the organisation in 2018.

Mr. Trump’s policies towards West Asia — which included the relocation of the U.S. Embassy to
Jerusalem — were criticised for being heavily tilted towards Israel.

“The United States is committed to advancing prosperity, security, and freedom for both Israelis
and Palestinians in tangible ways in the immediate term, which is important in its own right, but
also as a means to advance towards a negotiated two-state solution,” Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said in a statement released on Wednesday.

‘New political path’

The UN welcomed the move, hoping it would attract more funds to the body.

“We hope that others will now follow suit. There were a number of countries that had greatly
reduced or halted contributions to UNRWA,” Stéphane Dujarric, spokesperson for the Secretary
General said on Wednesday.

Welcoming the move, the Prime Minister of the Palestine Authority, Mohammed Shtayyeh,
called for “a new political path that meets the rights and aspirations of the Palestinian people
based on international law and UN resolutions” in a tweet.

Israel, which has accused UNRWA of anti-Semitism, objected to the funding plans. “Israel’s
position is that the organisation in its current form perpetuates the conflict and does not
contribute to its resolution,” the Israeli Foreign Ministry said as per the Associated Press.
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‘ALL OPTIONS OPEN ON SOUTH CHINA SEA’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Growing tensions:Chinese vessels anchored at Whitsun Reef in the South China Sea on March
31.AFP  

The Philippines defence department said on Thursday it was keeping its options open as a
diplomatic row with Beijing grows over hundreds of Chinese vessels in the contested South
China Sea.

Tensions over the resource-rich waters have spiked in recent weeks after over 200 Chinese
boats were detected at Whitsun Reef in the Spratly Islands, where China and the Philippines
have rival claims. China, which claims almost the entirety of the sea, has refused repeated
appeals by the Philippines to withdraw the vessels, which Manila says unlawfully entered its
exclusive economic zone.

While President Rodrigo Duterte has appeared reluctant to confront China on the issue, one of
his top aides warned on Monday that the boats could ignite “unwanted hostilities”. “As the
situation evolves, we keep all our options open in managing the situation, including leveraging
our partnerships with other nations such as the United States,” Philippine defence department
spokesman Arsenio Andolong said on Thursday.

Mr. Andolong’s comments came after the United States reminded China of Washington’s treaty
obligations to the Philippines in the event of an attack in the waters. “An armed attack against
the Philippines’ armed forces, public vessels or aircraft in the Pacific, including in the South
China Sea, will trigger our obligations under the U.S.-Philippines Mutual Defense Treaty,” State
Department spokesman Ned Price told mediapersons on Wednesday.

“We share the concerns of our Philippine allies regarding the continued reported massing of
PRC [People’s Republic of China] maritime militia near the Whitsun Reef,” Mr. Price said.
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NOD REQUIRED FOR EXERCISES: INDIA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said in a statement on Friday that the Government of
India’s stated position on the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) is
that the Convention “does not authorise other States to carry out in the EEZ and on the
continental shelf, military exercises or manoeuvres, in particular those involving the use of
weapons or explosives, without the consent of the coastal state”.

The MEA was responding to a statement by the U.S. Navy’s 7th Fleet on April 7 that its ship the
USS John Paul Jones had carried out Freedom of Navigation Operation (FONOP) in the Indian
EEZ in the western Indian Ocean.

The statement said: “India requires prior consent for military exercises or manoeuvres in its
exclusive economic zone or continental shelf, a claim inconsistent with international law.”

Continuously monitored

Stating that the USS John Paul Jones was “continuously monitored” transiting from the Persian
Gulf towards the Malacca Straits, the MEA added, “We have conveyed our concerns regarding
this passage through our EEZ to the Government of U.S.A through diplomatic channels.”

As per the annual FONOP reports released by the U.S. Department of Defence for each fiscal
year, the U.S. has been regularly conducting FONOPs in Indian EEZ. The U.S. similarly carries
out FONOPs against several other countries including its allies and partners. From 2007
onwards till 2017, the U.S. carried out multiple FONOPs every year challenging “excessive”
Indian maritime claims.

A South Block official, on condition of anonymity, said it is only when it is “military manoeuvres”
in our EEZ that we need nations to seek our permission and not if you are simply transiting
through. And, the term military manoeuvres is not defined anywhere, the official added.

A second official, also on condition of anonymity, said it was the statement issued on the
FONOP which was surprising more than the FONOP itself.

Commenting on the development, former Navy chief Adm. Arun Prakash tweeted: “While India
ratified UNCLOS in 1995, the U.S. has failed to do it so far. For the 7th Fleet to carry out
FoNOPs missions in Indian EEZ in violation of our domestic law is bad enough. But publicising
it? USN please switch on IFF (Identification, friend or foe)!”

Raising an important issue, Adm. Prakash said FONOPs by U.S. Navy ships, “ineffective as they
may be,” in South China Sea (SCS), are meant to “convey a message to China that the putative
EEZ” around the artificial SCS islands is an “excessive maritime claim.” “But what is the 7th
Fleet message for India?” he asked.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-10

CHINA, PAKISTAN TO BACK EACH OTHER’S ‘CORE
INTERESTS’ AT UN

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

China and Pakistan have pledged to back each other’s “core and major interests” in the United
Nations after holding bilateral consultations on UN affairs.

The countries, which describe their relationship officially as one of “all-weather partners” and
“iron brothers”, have in recent months stepped in to provide crucial support to the other on
issues they see as sensitive, with Beijing raising the Kashmir issue at the UN Security Council
and Islamabad backing China on Hong Kong and Xinjiang.

The two sides on Thursday held the third round of consultations on UN affairs virtually, led by
Yang Tao, Director-General of the Department of International Organisations and Conferences
of China’s Foreign Ministry, and Usman Iqbal Jadoon, Director-General (United Nations) of
Pakistan's Foreign Ministry, and with their permanent missions to the UN in New York and
Geneva also participating.

In a joint statement, the two countries said they would “firmly safeguard multilateralism and
support the central role of the United Nations in international affairs.”

This comes amid heightened Chinese criticism of what it calls United States-led “selective
multilateralism”, aimed particularly at the India, U.S., Australia and Japan Quadrilateral
framework, as well as the “rules-based order” advocated by the Quad.

Peace and stability

China and Pakistan also agreed to “strengthen their cooperation on the UN and other
multilateral platforms and to support each other on each side's core and major interests, work
toward the political and peaceful resolution of regional and international hotspot issues, and
jointly safeguard peace and stability of the world, especially in Asia.”

The statement said they would “continue to strengthen cooperation on counter-terrorism and
peacekeeping in the UN framework, by addressing the issue of terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations”. China has in the past stepped in on many instances to block the listing of
Pakistani terrorists at the UNSC sanctions committee..

The statement added they would “consolidate strategic coordination in the field of human rights,
jointly opposing double standards and the politicisation of human rights issues, and working for
the promotion and protection of all human rights in a cooperative manner.”

China in 2019 and 2020 raised the Kashmir issue at the UNSC on at least three occasions,
calling for discussions in the wake of India’s dilution of Article 370, reorganisation of Jammu and
Kashmir and revocation of special status.

Pakistan, meanwhile, has lobbied for China’s support amid increasing criticism from western
countries over Xinjiang. In October, Pakistan also made a joint statement on behalf of 55
countries at the UN "opposing interference in China's internal affairs under the pretext of Hong
Kong."
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-10

TIME TESTS TIES: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON INDIA-
RUSSIA RELATIONS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Russia

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov’s visit to Delhi this week, saw both he and External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar reaffirming traditional India-Russia ties, but there were signs that
those ties are being tested. Mr. Lavrov’s trip was to make preparations for the upcoming visit of
Russian President Vladimir Putin for the annual summit — it was postponed last year due to the
coronavirus pandemic. On the bilateral front, both sides appeared to make progress on strategic
cooperation, cooperation in energy, nuclear and space sectors, and on talks on a free trade
agreement with the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU). Also discussed were more agreements
on military-technical cooperation for the joint production of India-made Russian weapons, with
Mr. Lavrov highlighting Russia being the only partner supplying India “cutting-edge military
technology”. While neither side referred to the upcoming delivery of the $5 billion S-400 missile
defence system directly, they reaffirmed their commitment to their defence partnership, as well
as avenues for more investment in connectivity including the International North-South Transport
Corridor and the Chennai-Vladivostok Eastern Maritime Corridor. The areas of divergence over
their worldview seemed to emerge during their public remarks, which were prefaced by Mr.
Jaishankar’s reference to the “rebalanced nature” of international relations. Mr. Lavrov’s praise
of Russia-China ties was clearly not shared by Mr. Jaishankar. While he referred repeatedly to
India’s “Indo-Pacific” strategy, Mr. Lavrov preferred the more continental reference to the “Asia-
Pacific” region. Mr. Lavrov’s derisive indirect reference to the Quad as an “Asian NATO” was
significant, although he said both sides agreed that military alliances in Asia were inadvisable
and counterproductive. On Afghanistan as well, the Russian push for bringing the Taliban into a
power-sharing arrangement in Kabul seemed to come up against India’s consistent push for a
“democratic Afghanistan”.

Beyond those divergences, it was the optics of Mr. Lavrov’s brief visit that fuelled the impression
that New Delhi and Moscow are not as much on the same page as they have traditionally been;
it did not include a meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, unlike earlier. The absence of a
meeting at the highest level seemed more in focus, as Mr. Modi met with U.S. Special Envoy
John Kerry just a day later, and at his next stop, in Islamabad, Mr. Lavrov was received by Prime
Minister Imran Khan and Pakistan Army Chief General Bajwa. This was Mr. Lavrov’s first visit to
Pakistan in nine years, and was a clear message of deepening ties. Unlike in 2012, Mr. Lavrov
this time said that Russia was ready to strengthen Pakistan’s counterterrorism efforts with the
supply of “relevant equipment”, which will raise eyebrows in Delhi. While India and Russia have
successfully addressed divergences between them, even deep, traditional and “time-tested
relations” of the kind they have shared for decades cannot be taken for granted, and the two
sides should move quickly, if they desire to dispel the notion that those ties are under any strain.

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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INDIA DOES HAVE A REFUGEE PROBLEM
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

The heart-wrenching scenes of Myanmarese citizens, including little children — fleeing from a
junta bent on killing its way into power in Myanmar — being turned away at the Indian border in
the Northeast has once again revived the domestic debate about refugee protection in India.
The current plight of the Myanmarese has been preceded by that of another group of
Myanmarese, the Rohingya. And not too long ago, the debate was dominated by the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, 2019 and its impact on those seeking refuge in India, even though new
refugees would not be benefited by the law since the cut-off year of the CAA is 2014. In any
case, refugee flows to India are unlikely to end any time soon given the geopolitical, economic,
ethnic and religious contexts of the region. There is, therefore, an urgent need today to clinically
address the issue of refugee protection in India and put in place appropriate legal and
institutional measures.

India has emphatically argued over time, particularly in the recent past, that illegal immigration
from the neighbouring countries to India must come to an end. There is little doubt that illegal
immigration is a threat to the socio-political fabric of any country, including India, with potential
security implications. And yet, in this growing debate about the sources and implications of
illegal immigration into the country, the issue of refugees tends to get subsumed under it or at
best relegated to the backburner, neither of which do justice to the helpless people fleeing from
persecution at home. While the reality is that much of the debate in the country is about the
illegal immigrants, not refugees, the two categories tend to get bunched together. And because
we have jumbled up the two issues over time, our policies and remedies to deal with these
issues suffer from a lack of clarity as well as policy utility.

The main reason why our policies towards illegal immigrants and refugees is confused is
because as per Indian law, both categories of people are viewed as one and the same and are
covered under the Foreigners Act, 1946 which offers a simple definition of a foreigner —
“foreigner” means “a person who is not a citizen of India”. Needless to say that there are
fundamental differences between illegal immigrants and refugees, but India is legally ill-
equipped to deal with them separately due to a lack of legal provisions. Recall that India is not a
party to the 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol, the key legal documents pertaining
to refugee protection.

The absence of such a legal framework also leads to policy ambiguity whereby India’s refugee
policy is guided primarily by ad hocism which, of course, often has its own ‘political utility’. Ad
hoc measures enable the government in office to pick and choose ‘what kind’ of refugees it
wants to admit for whatever political or geopolitical reasons, and what kind of refugees it wants
to avoid giving shelter, for similar reasons. At the same time, the absence of a legal framework
increases the possibility of the domestic politicisation of refugee protection and complicates its
geopolitical faultlines.

The absence of a clearly laid down refugee protection law also opens the door for geopolitical
considerations while deciding to admit refugees or not. Consider the most recent case of
Myanmarese refugees fleeing to India for protection from the junta at home. New Delhi’s
concern is that if it takes a decision that irks the Generals in Naypyitaw, Beijing would get closer
to the junta and use the opportunity to hurt India’s interests in Myanmar. This fear, at least
partly, is what has prompted India’s decision not to admit the refugees. However, hypothetically
speaking, if New Delhi had a domestic legislation regarding refugees, despite not being a
signatory to the relevant international conventions, it could have tempered the expectations of

https://www.thehindu.com/topic/citizenship-amendment-act/
https://www.thehindu.com/topic/citizenship-amendment-act/
https://legislative.gov.in/sites/default/files/A1946-31.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/4ca34be29.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/ProtocolStatusOfRefugees.aspx
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the junta to return the fleeing Myanmarese.

India, for the most part, has had a stellar record on the issue of refugee protection, a moral
tradition that has come under great stress of late. New Delhi has been one of the largest
recipients of refugees in the world in spite of not being a party to the 1951 Refugee Convention
and its 1967 Protocol. Whether or not India should be a party to these international legal
instruments has been a matter of some debate in the country. A proper interpretation of the text
of the 1951 Convention and the less-than-perfect western practice of refugee protection could
lead one to conclude that a country like India, given its track record of refugee protection as well
as a vulnerable geopolitical and socio-economic situation, need not unreservedly accede to the
convention and the protocol in the way they currently stand.

For one, as is often discussed in India, the definition of refugees in the 1951 convention only
pertains to the violation of civil and political rights, but not economic rights, of individuals, for
instance. Put differently, a person, under the definition of the convention, could be considered if
he/she is deprived of political rights, but not if he/she is deprived of economic rights. If the
violation of economic rights were to be included in the definition of a refugee, it would clearly
pose a major burden on the developed world. On the other hand, however, this argument, if
used in the South Asian context, could be a problematic proposition for India too. And yet, this
lop-sidedness is something New Delhi has traditionally highlighted, and justifiably so, as a
reason for its non-accession to the treaty. The West’s lopsided obsession with civil and political
rights at the cost of economic rights is a convenient excuse with little moral backing.

Second, as scholar B.S. Chimni has argued, “India should not accede to the 1951 convention at
a time when the North is violating it in both letter and spirit… India should argue that their
accession is conditional on the Western States rolling back the non-entrée (no entry) regime
they have established over the past two decades. The non-entrée regime is constituted by a
range of legal and administrative measures that include visa restrictions, carrier sanctions,
interdictions, third safe-country rule, restrictive interpretations of the definition of ‘refugee’,
withdrawal of social welfare benefits to asylum seekers, and widespread practices of detention.”
In other words, India must use its exemplary, though less than perfect, history of refugee
protection to begin a global conversation on the issue.

Let us return to the Indian context. So if we have a refugee problem, as we do, and the
accession to the refugee convention, in the manner it exists today, is neither desirable nor
pragmatic, what other options do we have to respond to the refugee situation we are faced with
and which is increasingly getting mixed up with the raging political debate on illegal immigration
into the country?

The answer perhaps lies in a new domestic law aimed at refugees. The CAA, however, is not
the answer to this problem primarily because of its deeply discriminatory nature: it is morally
untenable to have a discriminatory law to address the concerns of refugees who are fleeing their
home country due to such discrimination in the first place. More fundamentally, perhaps, the
CAA is an act in refugee avoidance, not refugee protection.

What is perhaps equally important is that such a domestic refugee law should allow for
temporary shelter and work permit for refugees. This is crucial because in the absence of proper
legal measures, refugee documentation, and work permit, refugees may end up becoming illegal
immigrants using illicit means. Put differently, the absence of a refugee law incentivises illegal
immigration into the country. New Delhi must also make a distinction between temporary migrant
workers, illegal immigrants and refugees and deal with each of them differently through proper
legal and institutional mechanisms. Our traditional practice of managing these issues with
ambiguity and political expediency has become deeply counterproductive: It neither protects the
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refugees nor helps stop illegal immigration into the country.

Happymon Jacob teaches at the Jawaharlal Nehru University and is the founder of the New
Delhi-based ‘Council for Strategic and Defense Research’
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INDIA, CHINA AGREE TO AVOID NEW INCIDENTS ON
BORDER

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Peace agenda:Chineses soldiers during their disengagement along the Line of Actual Control in
Ladakh in FebruaryAFP-  

India and China have agreed at the 11th Corps Commanders talks that the completion of
disengagement in “other areas” would pave the way for the two sides “to consider de-escalation
of forces and ensure full restoration of peace and tranquillity and enable progress in bilateral
relations”.

“The two sides had a detailed exchange of views for the resolution of the remaining issues
related to disengagement along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in eastern Ladakh.

The two sides agreed on the need to resolve the outstanding issues in an expeditious manner in
accordance with the existing agreements and protocols,” the Ministry of External Affairs said in a
statement. “They also agreed to jointly maintain stability on the ground, avoid any new incidents
and jointly maintain peace in the border areas.”

No joint statement

There was no joint statement this time unlike the past few rounds of talks.

The 11th round of talks were held at Chushul on Friday. The talks started at 10.30 a.m. and
went on 11.30 p.m., a defence official said.

The two sides also agreed that it was important to take guidance from the consensus of their
leaders, continue their communication and dialogue and work towards a mutually acceptable
resolution of the remaining issues at the earliest, the statement added.

With disengagement complete on both banks of Pangong Tso in February, the focus of the talks
is now on disengagement from patrolling points (PP) at Gogra and Hotsprings.
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IRAN UNVEILS ADVANCED NUCLEAR CENTRIFUGES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

New tests:President Hassan Rouhani, second right, at an exhibition of Iran’s nuclear
achievements in Tehran.AP  

Iran announced on Saturday it has started up advanced uranium enrichment centrifuges in a
breach of its undertakings under a troubled 2015 nuclear deal, days after the start of talks on
rescuing the accord.

The United States had said on Friday that it had offered “very serious” ideas on reviving the
accord but was waiting for Tehran to reciprocate, something Saturday’s move signally failed to
do.

President Hassan Rouhani inaugurated the three cascades of 164 IR-6 centrifuges, 30 IR-5 and
another 30 IR-6 devices at Iran’s Natanz uranium enrichment plant in a ceremony broadcast by
state television.

The television aired no images of the injection of uranium hexafluoride gas into the cascades,
but broadcast a link with engineers at the plant who said they had started the process.

Iran’s latest move to step up uranium enrichment follows an opening round of talks in Vienna
Tuesday with representatives of the remaining parties to the nuclear deal on bringing the U.S.
back into it.

Former President Donald Trump withdrew from the deal in 2018 but his successor Joe Biden
has said he is ready to return, arguing the deal had been successful in dramatically scaling back
Iran’s nuclear activities.

The Vienna talks are focused not only on lifting crippling economic sanctions Trump reimposed,
but also on bringing Iran back into compliance after it responded by suspending several of its
own commitments.

All sides said the talks, in which Washington is not participating directly but has the European
Union as intermediary, had got off to a good start.

Iran wants curbs lifted

Iran has demanded that the United States first lift all sanctions imposed by Trump, which include
a sweeping unilateral ban on its oil exports, before it falls back in line with obligations it
suspended.

The “U.S. — which caused this crisis — should return to full compliance first,” Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif said in a tweet, adding that “Iran will reciprocate following rapid
verification.”

Washington has demanded movement from Tehran in return.

“The United States team put forward a very serious idea and demonstrated a seriousness of
purpose on coming back into compliance if Iran comes back into compliance,” a U.S. official told
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reporters as talks broke for the weekend. But the official said the U.S. was waiting for its efforts
to be “reciprocated” by Iran.
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MOS JAL SHAKTI SHRI RATTAN LAL KATARIA
ADDRESSES BRICS INTERNATIONAL FORUM
WEBINAR, HIGHLIGHTS GRAVITY OF WATER CRISIS
BEING FACED BY THE WORLD TODAY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: BRICS, IBSA and India

The Minister of State for Jal Shakti, Shri Rattan Lal Kataria, speaking at a webinar organized by
BRICS International Forum, a civil organization, highlighted the role of BRICS Nation in
resolving common problems like lack of access to safe drinking water. Shri Kataria cited
example of Cape Town, South Africa, which became the first major city to have run out of water
in the year 2017-18, to highlight the gravity of water crisis being faced in the world today. He
mentioned about Brazil where around 3 million population still lack access to safe drinking water.
Russia on the other hand has 1/4th of the world’s fresh surface and ground water resources and
provides 248 lpcd water to its residents for domestic use.

Shri Kataria added that the ongoing pandemic has exacerbated the existential global crisis like
hunger poverty and water scarcity. He Emphasized upon learning from each other’s valuable
experience in handling the water crisis as 2.2 billion people across the globe still struggle to
have access to safe drinking water (WHO). He termed providing safe drinking water to people as
an inescapable duty of any Government and also a Human Right as enshrined in UNGA
resolution 64/292.

Shri Kataria informed the esteemed dignitaries that realizing the true importance of providing
access to assured and safe drinking water to each rural household, Government of India, under
the dynamic leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, launched an ambitious Scheme to
cover all rural households with piped water supply by the year 2024. In August 2019, India
launched Jal Jeevan Mission (Water is life) Scheme with a total outlay of Rs 3.60 lakh Crore that
is around 48 billion US$.

A Scheme of this scale is unprecedented in the history of this Nation and probably in the world.
Shri Kataria informed that in a short span of 1 and a half years, India has provided over 40
million piped water connections to rural households. At this pace, it is expected to meet the
ambitious target of covering all rural households well within the time limit.
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The MoS Jal Shakti added that the outcome of Jal Jeevan Mission cannot be limited to providing
piped water connections to households as it is ushering a Social revolution as each and every
household - irrespective of caste, color, creed or religion is getting water at 55 lpcd - following an
inclusive approach. It is reducing the drudgery of women who used to travel long distances to
get water for their families. In fact, village level committees have been constituted for making
plans for augmenting water supply for their respective villages. 50% participation has been
ensured for women in such committees. This step shall empower women to take important
decisions linked with water management.

The Mission includes a huge investment in water network infrastructure like pipes, taps, water
pumps, storage tanks etc. it shall create a huge demand for skilled/semi-skilled workforce like
pipe fitters, plumbers, electricians, pump operators etc. Therefore, the Mission includes a
component of skill training for the rural youth so that they can earn their living.

Terming JJM as a success story, Shri Kataria mentioned that India is ready to share its
experience with other developing Nations. He also called upon the BRICS Nations for sharing
the innovative and best practices being followed in water sector both at the Government level as
well as amongst the civil organizations. This shall sensitize people towards judicious use of
water and to develop efficient water management practices. In the end, he termed BRICS as an
association of emerging economies, with considerable regional influence, and built upon the
principles of equality, trust, mutual understanding.

The webinar was attended by Prof Prince William Mishiki, Hon’ble Minister of DR Congo, Yulia
Berg Co- Founder of The International Business Acceleration Centre, Russia, Purnima Anand
President, BRICS International Forum President, International Federation For Indo-Russian
Youth Club, Volker Tschapke Consultant for Foreign Trade Federal Association for Economic
Development and Foreign Trade Global Economic Trade (Germany) amongst others. It is
informed that currently the fifteenth-year anniversary of BRICS missions is being celebrated.
India is the chair country of the 13th conference in the BRICS summit and is committed to the
common goals uniting the BRICS countries.
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The Minister of State for Jal Shakti, Shri Rattan Lal Kataria, speaking at a webinar organized by
BRICS International Forum, a civil organization, highlighted the role of BRICS Nation in
resolving common problems like lack of access to safe drinking water. Shri Kataria cited
example of Cape Town, South Africa, which became the first major city to have run out of water
in the year 2017-18, to highlight the gravity of water crisis being faced in the world today. He
mentioned about Brazil where around 3 million population still lack access to safe drinking water.
Russia on the other hand has 1/4th of the world’s fresh surface and ground water resources and
provides 248 lpcd water to its residents for domestic use.

Shri Kataria added that the ongoing pandemic has exacerbated the existential global crisis like
hunger poverty and water scarcity. He Emphasized upon learning from each other’s valuable
experience in handling the water crisis as 2.2 billion people across the globe still struggle to
have access to safe drinking water (WHO). He termed providing safe drinking water to people as
an inescapable duty of any Government and also a Human Right as enshrined in UNGA
resolution 64/292.

Shri Kataria informed the esteemed dignitaries that realizing the true importance of providing
access to assured and safe drinking water to each rural household, Government of India, under
the dynamic leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, launched an ambitious Scheme to
cover all rural households with piped water supply by the year 2024. In August 2019, India
launched Jal Jeevan Mission (Water is life) Scheme with a total outlay of Rs 3.60 lakh Crore that
is around 48 billion US$.

A Scheme of this scale is unprecedented in the history of this Nation and probably in the world.
Shri Kataria informed that in a short span of 1 and a half years, India has provided over 40
million piped water connections to rural households. At this pace, it is expected to meet the
ambitious target of covering all rural households well within the time limit.
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The MoS Jal Shakti added that the outcome of Jal Jeevan Mission cannot be limited to providing
piped water connections to households as it is ushering a Social revolution as each and every
household - irrespective of caste, color, creed or religion is getting water at 55 lpcd - following an
inclusive approach. It is reducing the drudgery of women who used to travel long distances to
get water for their families. In fact, village level committees have been constituted for making
plans for augmenting water supply for their respective villages. 50% participation has been
ensured for women in such committees. This step shall empower women to take important
decisions linked with water management.

The Mission includes a huge investment in water network infrastructure like pipes, taps, water
pumps, storage tanks etc. it shall create a huge demand for skilled/semi-skilled workforce like
pipe fitters, plumbers, electricians, pump operators etc. Therefore, the Mission includes a
component of skill training for the rural youth so that they can earn their living.

Terming JJM as a success story, Shri Kataria mentioned that India is ready to share its
experience with other developing Nations. He also called upon the BRICS Nations for sharing
the innovative and best practices being followed in water sector both at the Government level as
well as amongst the civil organizations. This shall sensitize people towards judicious use of
water and to develop efficient water management practices. In the end, he termed BRICS as an
association of emerging economies, with considerable regional influence, and built upon the
principles of equality, trust, mutual understanding.

The webinar was attended by Prof Prince William Mishiki, Hon’ble Minister of DR Congo, Yulia
Berg Co- Founder of The International Business Acceleration Centre, Russia, Purnima Anand
President, BRICS International Forum President, International Federation For Indo-Russian
Youth Club, Volker Tschapke Consultant for Foreign Trade Federal Association for Economic
Development and Foreign Trade Global Economic Trade (Germany) amongst others. It is
informed that currently the fifteenth-year anniversary of BRICS missions is being celebrated.
India is the chair country of the 13th conference in the BRICS summit and is committed to the
common goals uniting the BRICS countries.
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‘SUSPICIOUS’ BLACKOUT HITS IRAN NUCLEAR SITE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Rising tensions:An engineer at the Natanz plant, in a screen grab from a videoconference held
in Tehran on Saturday.AFP-  

Iran’s underground Natanz nuclear facility lost power on Sunday just hours after starting up new
advanced centrifuges capable of enriching uranium faster, the latest incident to strike the site
amid negotiations over the tattered atomic accord with world powers.

Iran described a blackout at its Natanz atomic facility an act of “nuclear terrorism,” raising
regional tensions.

Ali Akbar Salehi, the head of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran, stopped short of directly
blaming anyone for the incident. Details remained few about what happened early on Sunday
morning at the facility, which initially was described as a blackout caused by the electrical grid
feeding the site.

Multiple Israeli media outlets reported on Sunday that an Israeli cyberattack caused the blackout
in Natanz. Public broadcaster Kan said the Mossad was behind the attack. Channel 12 TV cited
“experts” as estimating the attack shut down entire sections of the facility. While the reports
offered no sourcing for their information, Israeli media maintains a close relationship with the
country’s intelligence agencies.

If Israel caused the blackout, it further heightens tensions between the two nations, already
engaged in a shadow conflict across the wider West Asia.

Austin meets Netanyahu

“To thwart the goals of this terrorist movement, the Islamic Republic of Iran will continue to
seriously improve nuclear technology on the one hand and to lift oppressive sanctions on the
other hand,” Mr. Salehi said, according to state TV.

He added: “While condemning this desperate move, the Islamic Republic of Iran emphasises the
need for a confrontation by the international bodies and the (International Atomic Energy
Agency) against this nuclear terrorism.”

Sunday’s developments also complicates efforts by the U.S., Israel’s main security partner, to
re-enter the atomic accord aimed at limiting Tehran’s nuclear programme. Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, who on Sunday met with U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, has vowed
to do everything in his power to stop the nuclear deal.

“It’s hard for me to believe it’s a coincidence,” Yoel Guzansky, a senior fellow at Tel Aviv’s
Institute for National Security Studies, said of Sunday’s blackout. “If it’s not a coincidence, and
that’s a big if, someone is trying to send a message that ‘we can limit Iran’s advance and we
have red lines.’” It also sends a message that Iran’s most sensitive nuclear site is “penetrable,”
he added.

Israel typically doesn’t discuss operations carried out by its Mossad intelligence agency or
specialised military units. In recent weeks, Mr. Netanyahu has repeatedly described Iran as the
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major threat to his country.

‘Sabotage, infiltration’

Malek Shariati Niasar, a Tehran-based lawmaker who serves as spokesman for the Iranian
Parliament’s energy committee, wrote on Twitter that the incident was “very suspicious,” raising
concerns about possible “sabotage and infiltration.” He said lawmakers were pursuing details of
the incident as well.

Natanz was built largely underground to withstand enemy airstrikes. It became a flashpoint for
Western fears about Iran’s nuclear plan in 2002, when satellite photos showed Iran building its
underground centrifuges facility at the site.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2021-04-12

WHY IS INDIA SET TO REVIEW ITS OIL IMPORT
CONTRACTS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

Following the Opec+ decision to resort to oil production cut at the behest of Saudi Arabia, the
Indian government has asked state refiners to review oil import contracts. Besides, India has
also been working on diversifying its oil imports from non-Opec+ countries. Mint explores.

Following the Opec+ decision to resort to oil production cut at the behest of Saudi Arabia, the
Indian government has asked state refiners to review oil import contracts. Besides, India has
also been working on diversifying its oil imports from non-Opec+ countries. Mint explores.

What are India’s major sources to import oil?

India is the world’s third largest crude oil importer and imports 84% of its oil requirements. In
February 2021, Iraq remained the top oil supplier to India followed by the US as refiners
increased purchase of cheaper US crude by 48% (14% of overall imports) thereby relegating
Saudi Arabia to being the fourth largest supplier, and offsetting Opec+ supply cuts strategy.
Nigeria was the third largest oil supplier. Traditionally, Opec+ and Saudi Arabia have been
India’s mainstay suppliers, accounting for 86% of Indian oil imports. India’s oil import bill in FY20
and FY19 was $101.4 billion and $111.9 billion, respectively.

What are the import terms with Opec+?

Opec+, which controls 40% of the world’s crude oil, aims to unify petroleum pricing of its
members. Indian retailers purchase two-thirds of their oil requirement on fixed annual contracts.
Opec+ assures supplies of the contracted quantity for the buyer, while price and other terms are
balanced in favour of the supplier. The buyer is obligated to lift the contracted quantity, inform
six weeks in advance of the quantum required and pay a price announced by the producer,
while the supplier has the option to give less than the contracted amount. Thus, international
price fluctuations do not influence cost of imported oil

How can the Opec+ cartel manipulate contract terms?

As per the terms of the contract, suppliers can reduce supplies when Opec+ nations decide to
lower production levels to hike crude prices, thereby, refusing to adhere to the contractual price
(when price goes up due to production cut). In January 2021, Saudi Arabia pledged additional
output cuts of 1 million barrels per day, causing oil prices to spike to $61.22 in February 2021.

What are pros & cons of spot-led imports?

Increasing purchases from the spot market will help India avail the advantages of falling oil
prices and book quantity of supplies needed. Thus, with producers’ cartel having the bargaining
power in dictating prices and contracts, the Indian government is keen to explore oil supplies
from regions other than West Asia and has asked IOC, BPCL and HPCL to use their bargaining
power and explore alternatives, and look at favourable contracts. Indian refiners have already
raised spot purchases from 20% to 30-35% in the past 10 years.

Why will mobilization of consumers not help?
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India aims to reduce oil imports to 67% by 2022 by exploring local production options, green
energy. But, with crude being a suppliers’ commodity and having producers’ cartel, India should
try bringing importing nations together and seek to build a consumers’ cartel. It may become a
demand force against Opec+ and shift bargaining power towards consumers, and achieve an
equilibrium price. The Centre initiating mobilization of importing nations needs to be explored.

Jagadish Shettigar and Pooja Misra are faculty members at BIMTECH.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-12

THROUGH A BACKCHANNEL, STEPS FORWARD
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

The absence of evidence, they say, is not the evidence of absence. More than a month after
India-Pakistan border commanders agreed to strictly observe all agreements between the two
countries, the absence of official acceptance of a backchannel seems far outweighed by
indicators that there is, in fact, such a channel in place, approved by the Prime Ministers of both
countries.

For many, the statement issued by the Director Generals of Military Operations on February 25
was the first clue. The fact that it was a joint statement and employed terms like the resolution of
“core issues” indicated both coordination at a diplomatic level and high-level political approval.

Also read | Backchannel diplomacy played its part in India, Pakistan decision to cease fire along
LoC

The events that followed, including the scheduling of the much-delayed Indus Water Treaty
talks, the granting of sports visas, and the salutary messages between Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan, strengthened rumours of a backchannel. These
stand out after a particularly recriminatory period in India-Pakistan ties that followed the 2019
Pulwama attack, the Balakot strikes and capture of an Indian pilot thereafter, and the
government’s decision on Jammu and Kashmir.

More recently, the lack of any references to Pakistan in electoral speeches by Mr. Modi and his
Cabinet during the ongoing Assembly elections as well as the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA)’s decision not to criticise the obvious U-turn by Mr. Khan on trade are seen as more such
clues. Nor has the MEA or Pakistan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) issued rebuttals or
denials to news reports in credible international and national news organisations in the past few
weeks that have said that talks overseen by National Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval and
Pakistan Army Chief General Qamar Bajwa have been taking place for months, in different
neighbouring countries, facilitated by foreign governments including the United Arab Emirates.
Quite the reverse, in fact: the MEA and MoFA’s responses to specific questions in the past week
about the existence of a backchannel have been carefully worded non-denials.

For those aghast at the prospect, a look at the history of backchannels, or officially sanctioned
contacts between nominees from India and Pakistan, is instructional. They have operated in the
worst of times, including wars, terror strikes and military action, and their existence brought to
light only years later. For example, it was only when former Inter-Services Intelligence chief
Hamid Gul, reviled for his role in building the Taliban and arming Kashmiri militants, died that
former Research and Analysis Wing chief A.K. Verma wrote about their channel for peace talks
that began in 1988. The talks had been initiated by General Zia-ul-Haq and Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi through Jordanian Crown Prince Hassan. The leaders were close to an agreement when
General Zia’s death in a plane crash ran the process aground, Mr. Verma wrote.

Also read | India sidesteps Pakistani reports on back-channel dialogue

Later, during the Kargil War, Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee chose an unorthodox back-
channel interlocutor, R.K. Mishra, journalist and founder of the Observer Research Foundation.
Mishra met with Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s envoy, diplomat Niaz Naik, to hammer out the
contours of the ceasefire and Pakistan’s withdrawal, with both men shuttling between Islamabad
and New Delhi on secret visits. Both Mishra and Naik died in 2009, and never spoke of their

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-pakistan-agree-to-ceasefire-along-border/article33930265.ece
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work themselves, but their conversations were the beginning of an unbroken chain for the next
decade, handed over on the Pakistani side from Tariq Aziz to Riaz Mohammad Khan and
Shahryar Khan and on the Indian side from NSAs Brajesh Mishra and J.N. Dixit to Special
Envoy Satinder K. Lambah.

Over the years, little has been said publicly, but stories abound of Indian and Pakistani
diplomats scouring Delhi’s Connaught Place for a proper map of the India-Pakistan Line of
Control in order to work out their resolution — of one interlocutor arriving at the hotel room of
another’s past midnight to discuss some part of the plan, and of backchannel diplomats
travelling across the border without visas or any official record. On one occasion, the Pakistani
President did not even know about the arrival of the Indian interlocutor until he found the Indian
plane parked next to his on the tarmac in Islamabad.

Also read | We’ve never shied away from talks, says Pakistan

Prime Minister Modi, by many accounts, initiated contacts even before he assumed office. In
early 2014, a Washington-based Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh member, Jitendra Tuli, visited
Pakistan and reportedly told the Pakistani NSA and other senior officials about a soon-to-be-
sent invitation for Prime Minister Sharif from India. By his own account, he suggested that it
would be advisable to hold off giving India ‘Most Favoured Nation’ status, something the Sharif
government had already proposed to do, until after the elections in India. After Mr. Modi invited
Mr. Sharif to his swearing-in, the two leaders were believed to have exchanged messages
through steel magnate Sajjan Jindal, whose meeting with Mr. Sharif in Murree set off a
controversy in Pakistan.

Even as official channels faltered, and Foreign Secretary-level talks in Islamabad and then NSA-
EAM talks in Delhi were cancelled, other channels were activated. Mr. Doval’s first contact with
Pakistan Special Envoy Lt Gen Nasir Janjua in Bangkok as well as Mr. Modi’s surprise visit to
Lahore in December 2015 were clearly prefaced by some ‘non-official’ officially sanctioned
contact. After the Pathankot attack in 2016, the Doval-Janjua backchannel worked to ease
tensions and facilitate the visit of a Pakistani investigative team to the scene of the terrorist
attack. After Kulbhushan Jadhav’s arrest, the channel worked until the MEA confirmed publicly
in January 2018 that the two officials had met in Bangkok on December 26, the day after Mr.
Jadhav’s family was allowed to meet him in Islamabad. “Terror and talks cannot go together but
talks on terror can definitely go ahead,” the MEA spokesperson had explained.

Also read | Doval-Bajwa a good combination to oversee backchannel dialogue, says former
special envoy to PM

In 2016, six former Pakistani High Commissioners also travelled to Delhi for a Track-II
consultation with nine former Indian High Commissioners, where they met NSA Doval and
senior MEA officials, indicating that the present dispensation is not averse to learning from the
successes and failures of past channels.

As a result, the latest revelations of a backchannel being in place since 2020 should not be
received with much surprise and comes with several instructional messages. To begin with,
what appears to be clear is that while friendship and trust between inimical neighbours with a
bitter history, such as what India and Pakistan share, may seem impossible, engagement is
inevitable.

Second, domestic constraints and challenges on other fronts often put the spotlight back on the
need for a workable peace on the India-Pakistan front. Pakistan’s dire economic condition and
the mounting pressure from the Financial Action Task Force to shut down all terrorist safe

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/weve-never-shied-away-from-talks-says-pakistan/article34291653.ece
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/doval-bajwa-a-good-combination-to-oversee-back-channel-dialogue-says-former-special-envoy-to-pm/article34238728.ece
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havens or face severe sanctions is clearly one imperative for Islamabad’s willingness to engage
via the backchannel even after India’s decision on Jammu and Kashmir.

Also read | UAE brokered India-Pakistan détente, says report

For India, the stand-off with the People’s Liberation Army at the Line of Actual Control in Ladakh
has made the possibility of a two-front war more real, and fuels the push to reduce tensions with
Pakistan. For both Delhi and Islamabad, it is important to be mature parties in the regional
engagement with Afghanistan as well, by not providing a conflagration at their boundaries.
These reasons take precedence for the moment in the absence of a terror attack in India
traceable to Pakistan.

Finally, the existence of a backchannel at this time, which would not be possible without support
right from the top, could answer the question posed by former Pakistani Foreign Minister
Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri, who, in his memoir titled Neither a Hawk Nor a Dove, wrote that every
leader he had ever interacted with had said privately, “Let’s make history!” And he asked, “How
could Prime Minister Modi, with a sense of destiny about himself,... be an exception to that?”

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-12

ENFORCING CLAIMS: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON U.S.
CHALLENGING INDIA’S MARITIME RIGHTS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

For several years now, the relationship of the U.S. and India has been marked by their
sensitivity to each other’s concerns as they deepened cooperation on strategic issues, and
aligned positions on multilateral issues. As a result, the April 7 press release by the U.S. Navy
that announced that its 7th fleet’s Destroyer, the USS John Paul Jones, had traversed India’s
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) in order to “challenge” India’s claim that it must be notified
before any military activity in these waters came as a surprise, particularly as it followed two
successful visits by senior U.S. officials, including the U.S. Defence Secretary and Climate
Envoy to Delhi. In the press release, the U.S. Navy said its ship had “asserted navigational
rights and freedoms approximately 130 nautical miles west of the Lakshadweep Islands, inside
India’s exclusive economic zone, without requesting India’s prior consent,” claiming this was
“consistent” with international law, referring to the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS). While the U.S.’s decision to conduct “Freedom of Navigation Operations”
(FONOPs) is not new, as it regularly carries out such operations in order to “assert” international
law off the coasts of 19 countries, most notably China, what appears to be new is the statement
issued by the U.S. Navy itself. The government, which responded to the operation on April 9,
said it had expressed its “concerns” to the U.S. government through diplomatic channels. In
addition, India contested the U.S. claim about international law, saying that UNCLOS did not
authorise military manoeuvres on the continental shelf or EEZ, as the 7th fleet had carried out,
without prior consent.

While the matter has been disposed of diplomatically for the moment, it is clear that the
government must prepare to grapple with the issue with the U.S. in the long term. The U.S.’s
announcement indicates that a new SOP (Standard Operating Procedure) for these FONOPs is
being adopted. To begin with, the government must clearly explain its own position, making it
clear to all partners how the Indian law governing maritime claims is in line with international law.
Next, it must analyse the U.S.’s motivations for this belligerence, and chart out a course
accordingly. Primarily, the U.S. naval actions maybe a message to China, whose maritime
claims are increasingly coming into conflict with those of the U.S. and its allies, but Washington
is attempting to send a broader message that it will not tolerate any other country’s claims. As
New Delhi contends with this new reality, it must seek answers from Washington about how their
newly intensified Quad partnership, especially their stated objective to cooperate on keeping a
“free and open Indo-Pacific”, can co-exist with the open challenge the U.S. Navy has posed.

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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MILITARY EXERCISE IN BANGLADESH ENDS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The multinational military exercise, Shantir Ogrosena, under way in Bangladesh for the past 10
days, concluded on Monday.

Army Chief Gen. Manoj Naravane, who is on a visit to the neighbouring country, witnessed the
validation phase of the exercise.

“The exercise culminated with a validation phase and closing ceremony organised on the theme
of robust peace keeping operations jointly undertaken by contingents of Indian Army, Royal
Bhutanese Army, Sri Lankan Army and Bangladesh Army, preceded by an Army Chiefs
Conclave,” an Army statement said.

Gen. Naravane also interacted with the senior officers of the participating nations and military
observers from other countries, the statement said. On Sunday, he had delivered the keynote
address on “Changing Nature of Global Conflicts: Role of UN Peacekeepers”.

The exercise, which started on April 4 at Bangabandhu Senanibas, saw participation by four
countries along with observers from the U.S., the U.K., Russia, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait
and Singapore.

The aim of the exercise was to strengthen defence ties and enhance interoperability amongst
neighbourhood countries to ensure effective peace keeping operations, the Army said.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-13

INDIA’S SOUTH ASIAN OPPORTUNITY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Colorful peoples design for teamwork concept illustration  

The statement issued by the Director Generals of Military Operations of India and Pakistan, in
late February, that they agree to strictly observe all agreements between the two countries,
coincided with a statement made by Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan in Colombo that “our
only dispute is Kashmir and it can only be resolved through dialogue.” This was later strongly
endorsed by Pakistan’s Army Chief, General Qamar Bajwa. This shows that there is a growing,
but unstated, realisation that neither country can wrest parts of Kashmir that each controls from
the other. Rather, it is best to focus on resolving issues that blight the entire subcontinent —
poverty, malnutrition and an unconscionable neglect of the young. It is a realisation that the
India-Pakistan animosity hurts regionalism and South Asian growth.

A fair peace between India and Pakistan is not just good for the two states but for all the nations
constituting the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). Reports such as
the World Bank publication titled ‘A Glass Half Full’ and others from the Asian Development
Bank and the European Union conclude that there is explosive value to be derived from South
Asian economic integration.

While SAARC has facilitated limited collaborations among its members, it has remained a victim
of India-Pakistan posturing. As External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar observed in a December
2020 interview to this newspaper: “If SAARC is a serious regionalism initiative, and [Pakistan]
blocks trade and connectivity and people-to-people ties... what regionalism are we speaking of?”
Now, given that the two countries have agreed to maintain ceasefire, it is time for India to seize
the moment and become more South Asia-concerned and much less Pakistan-obsessed.

An economically transformed and integrated South Asian region could advantageously link up
with China’s Belt and Road Initiative and even join the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership, the world’s largest trading bloc of 15 countries, accounting for 30% of its GDP, as a
much valued partner.

Writing in a commemorative volume in honour of the late Sri Lankan economist Saman
Kelegama, Professor Selim Raihan of the University of Dhaka brings out India’s overwhelming
‘size imbalance’ in South Asia: “The shares of India in the total land area, population, and real
GDP of South Asia in 2016 are 62%, 75%, and 83%, respectively. The two other big countries in
South Asia are Pakistan and Bangladesh with shares in regional GDP of only 7.6% and 5.6%,
respectively.”

Given its size and heft, only India can take the lead in transforming a grossly under-performing
region like South Asia. Collectively with a population of slightly over 1.9 billion, South Asia has a
GDP (PPP) of $12 trillion. Contrast this with the Association of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN). Numbering nearly 700 million, ASEAN has a GDP (PPP) of around $9 trillion and a
per capita income which, at $14,000 (PPP), is closing in on China, with member states like
Vietnam starting to grow spectacularly.

This is the moment for India to think big and act big by ambitiously aiming to engineer a South
Asian economic miracle in half the time China did. If this sounds impossible, so did China’s rise
in 1972. But for that to happen, India needs to view a peace with Pakistan not as a bilateral
matter, to be arrived at leisurely, if at all, but as essential and urgent, all the while viewing it as a
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chance of a lifetime, to dramatically transform South Asia for the better, no less.

Uday Balakrishnan teaches at IISc, Bengaluru. Views are personal
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-13

NOT ON THE SAME PAGE AT SEA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

India’s strategic community was agitated last week when the USS John Paul Jones carried out a
freedom of navigation operation (FONOP) 130 nautical miles west of the Lakshadweep Islands.
Indian observers reacted with shock and dismay at what some described as an unnecessary
provocation by the U.S. Navy. The disquiet in Delhi was heightened by an unusual press release
by the Commander, U.S. 7th Fleet, that said the operation, which was carried out in India’s
exclusive economic zone (EEZ), “asserted navigational rights and freedoms... without requesting
India’s prior consent”. Many saw this as political signalling by the U.S., oddly, at a time when
U.S.-India relations are on a high.

In the aftermath of the incident, the U.S. Pentagon defended the military operation off India’s
waters terming it “consistent with international law”. For the U.S. Navy, FONOPs are a way of
showing that the maritime claims of certain states are incompatible with international law. India’s
requirement of prior consent for the passage of foreign warships through Indian EEZs, U.S.
officials believe, is a violation of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS). Articles 56 and 58, Part V of the Law of the Sea, they point out, entitle U.S. warships
to high-seas freedoms in the 200-nautical mile EEZs of another coastal state.

India interprets the maritime convention differently. Indian experts note that the UNCLOS does
not explicitly permit the passage of military vessels in another state’s EEZ. When it ratified the
convention in 1995, New Delhi stated, “India understands that the provisions of the Convention
do not authorize other States to carry out in the exclusive economic zone and on the continental
shelf military exercises or manoeuvres, in particular those involving the use of weapons or
explosives without the consent of the coastal State.” This position is consistent with India’s
domestic law — the Territorial Waters, Continental Shelf, Exclusive Economic Zone and Other
Maritime Zones of India Act of 1976 — and remains unchanged.

Despite disagreements over navigational freedoms, however, India and the U.S. have refrained
from a public airing of differences. Indian observers have come to accept U.S. FONOPs as an
instrument in Washington’s military and diplomatic toolkit that gives the U.S. Navy leverage in
the contest with China in the South China Sea. U.S. officials, too, have learnt to take Indian
posturing in their stride. Washington knows New Delhi’s real concern is the possibility of greater
Chinese naval presence in Indian waters, in particular the threat of People’s Liberation Army
Navy submarines near Indian islands. Delhi’s pronouncements on foreign military activity in
Indian EEZs, they know, don’t need to be taken literally.

Needless to say, U.S. FONOPs in Indian EEZs have been relatively low key, serving mainly to
check a box on the U.S. Navy’s record of activity in Asia. Since 2016, the U.S. Navy has carried
out three forays through Indian EEZs keeping well outside Indian territorial waters. In contrast,
U.S. warships challenged excessive Chinese claims thrice in 2016, four times in 2017, six in
2018, eight in 2019, and nine in 2020. Most patrols are said to have come within 12 nautical
miles of the territorial sea limit around China’s islands. Those statistics say something about the
U.S. Navy’s strategic priorities in Asia.

The choice of Lakshadweep for the FONOP doesn’t seem incidental. U.S. planners are likely to
have known that a U.S. naval foray close to the ‘strategic’ Andaman and Nicobar Islands would
be controversial. Besides necessitating a response from New Delhi, it could have exposed a
wrinkle in the relationship that both sides have so far been discreet about: the disagreement
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over interpretation of the UNCLOS. U.S. planners are likely to have calculated that a naval
operation in the waters off Lakshadweep would be unremarkable. With maritime boundaries
around the Lakshadweep more settled than the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (where straight
baselines on the Western edge of the islands have in the past raised uncomfortable questions),
Indian officials could even afford to ignore the operation.

To guard against any misreading of intent, the U.S. Navy coupled its FONOP in Indian waters
with another sail through the territorial seas of the Maldives, a country with which the U.S.
signed a defence agreement in 2020. The idea, ostensibly, was to signal to China that the U.S.
Navy is committed to uphold the rules-based order in the waters of opponents and partners
alike. Alas, the U.S. 7th Fleet erred in releasing a press statement that set the issue ablaze.
Once social media picked up the story, it took on a life of its own.

There are lessons for both India and the U.S. from l’affaire Lakshadweep. The U.S. must
recognise that FONOPs have implications for New Delhi that go beyond the infringement of
Indian jurisdiction in the near seas. Such operations normalise military activism close to India’s
island territories that remain vulnerable to incursions by foreign warships. The U.S. Navy’s
emphasis on navigational freedoms in the EEZs encourages other regional navies to violate
India’s domestic regulations in the waters surrounding the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. U.S.
hectoring on the subject isn’t acceptable as Washington is yet to ratify the UNCLOS.

But New Delhi, too, must rethink its stand on freedom of navigation in the EEZs. It isn’t enough
for Indian officials and commentators to say U.S. FONOPs are an act of impropriety. The reality
is that India’s domestic regulation is worryingly out of sync with international law. India’s
declaration of straight baselines delineating zones around the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (on
the Western edge), in particular, is a discrepancy that cannot be explained as a minor departure
from the provisions of the UNCLOS.

The U.S. Navy sail through the waters off Lakshadweep highlights a gap in the Indian and
American perception of navigational freedoms, complicating an already complex domain of
international maritime law. Yet it is not the betrayal of a friend that many have sought to portray
the FONOP to be.

Abhijit Singh is a former naval officer and a Senior Fellow at Observer Research Foundation,
New Delhi
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SAVE THE DEAL: ON U.S. AND IRAN RESOLVING
NUCLEAR CRISIS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The Vienna talks between the remaining members of the Iran nuclear deal — China, Russia, the
U.K., France, Germany and Iran — have raised hopes for the revival of the agreement from
which then President Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew the U.S. in May 2018. After the initial
round of talks, European and Iranian diplomats have said efforts to revive the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), as the deal is officially called, are on “the right track”.
An American delegation, led by Robert Malley, the White House special envoy for Iran, is also in
Vienna, though the Americans and the Iranians would not hold direct talks. All sides agree that
bringing the deal back on track is ideal, but who will blink first? The U.S. wants Iran to end its
uranium enrichment and centrifuge development programmes and return to the 2015
agreement, while Tehran has demanded the U.S. lift all sanctions imposed by Mr. Trump and
still enforced by President Joe Biden. The agenda at Vienna, therefore, is to produce a road
map for the revival of the JCPOA by addressing these two critical issues — Iran’s nuclear
enhanced programme and American sanctions.

The Biden administration has displayed flexibility in its approach towards Iran. The President
appointed a special envoy, ended the U.S.’s support for Saudi Arabia’s war against the Houthis,
Iran-backed militants, in Yemen and promised to lift sanctions if Tehran returns to the JCPOA
terms. The administration has also reportedly made an offer to Iran to release $1 billion of
Iranian money frozen in South Korea as part of the sanctions in exchange for ending its 20%
uranium enrichment. But a wary Iran, which was fully compliant with the agreement when Mr.
Trump abandoned it and slapped back sanctions, has rejected the offer, seeking more concrete
measures from the U.S. The challenge both sides are facing is a lack of time. Iran holds its
presidential polls in June. If the U.S.’s best chance to address Iran’s nuclear programme is
through the revival of the JCPOA, the best possibility of reviving the agreement is to do it (or at
least agree on a road map) before the presidential election. There are external dangers as well.
Iran-backed Shia militias in Iraq continue to target U.S. forces and bases in Iraq. The Israel-Iran
shadow conflict is now being fought inside Syria and on the seas. Last week, an Iranian ship
was attacked in the Red Sea. If security tensions rise in the region involving Iran and its proxies,
it could derail the diplomatic efforts. The U.S. and Iran should exercise restraint, stay focused on
talks and rebuild the lost trust, and take measures to get the deal back on track that would
resolve the nuclear crisis in return for dismantling the sanctions regime.

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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IRAN BLAMES ISRAEL FOR NUCLEAR FACILITY
INCIDENT, VOWS REVENGE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Iran blames its regional arch-foe Israel for Sunday's incident at the Natanz nuclear facility and
will take its revenge, state TV quoted Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif as saying on
Monday.

Tehran has said the site was hit by "nuclear terrorism".

"The Zionists want to take revenge because of our progress in the way to lift sanctions ... they
have publicly said that they will not allow this. But we will take our revenge from the Zionists,"
Zarif said.

While there was no immediate claim of responsibility, suspicion fell immediately on Israel, where
its media nearly uniformly reported a devastating cyberattack orchestrated by the country
caused the blackout. If Israel was responsible, it further heightens tensions between the two
nations, already engaged in a shadow conflict across the wider Middle East. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who met Sunday with US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, has
vowed to do everything in his power to stop the nuclear deal.

Details remained few about what happened early Sunday morning at the facility, which initially
was described as a blackout caused by the electrical grid feeding its above-ground workshops
and underground enrichment halls.

Ali Akbar Salehi, the American-educated head of the Atomic Energy Organisation of Iran, who
once served as the country's foreign minister, offered what appeared to be the harshest
comments of his long career, which included the assassination of nuclear scientists a decade
ago. Iran blames Israel for those killings as well.

He pledged to “seriously improve" his nation's nuclear technology while working to lift
international sanctions. Salehi's comments to state TV did not explain what happened at the
facility, but his words suggested a serious disruption. “While condemning this desperate move,
the Islamic Republic of Iran emphasizes the need for a confrontation by the international bodies
and the (International Atomic Energy Agency) against this nuclear terrorism," Salehi said.

The IAEA, the United Nations' body that monitors Tehran's atomic programme, earlier said it
was aware of media reports about the incident at Natanz and had spoken with Iranian officials
about it. The agency did not elaborate.

However, Natanz has been targeted by sabotage in the past. The Stuxnet computer virus,
discovered in 2010 and widely believed to be a joint US-Israeli creation, once disrupted and
destroyed Iranian centrifuges at Natanz amid an earlier period of Western fears about Tehran's
program.

Natanz suffered a mysterious explosion at its advanced centrifuge assembly plant in July that
authorities later described as sabotage. Iran now is rebuilding that facility deep inside a nearby
mountain. Iran also blamed Israel for the November killing of a scientist who began the country's
military nuclear program decades earlier.
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Multiple Israeli media outlets reported Sunday that an Israeli cyberattack caused the blackout in
Natanz. Public broadcaster Kan said the Mossad was behind the attack. Channel 12 TV cited
“experts" as estimating the attack shut down entire sections of the facility. While the reports
offered no sourcing for their information, Israeli media maintains a close relationship with the
country's military and intelligence agencies.

“It's hard for me to believe it's a coincidence," Yoel Guzansky, a senior fellow at Tel Aviv's
Institute for National Security Studies, said of Sunday's blackout. “If it's not a coincidence, and
that's a big if, someone is trying to send a message that we can limit Iran's advance and we
have red lines.'" It also sends a message that Iran's most sensitive nuclear site is “penetrable,"
he added.

Netanyahu later Sunday night toasted his security chiefs, with the head of the Mossad, Yossi
Cohen, at his side on the eve of his country's Independence Day.

“It is very difficult to explain what we have accomplished," Netanyahu said of Israel's history,
saying the country had been transformed from a position of weakness into a “world power."
Israel typically doesn't discuss operations carried out by its Mossad intelligence agency or
specialized military units. In recent weeks, Netanyahu repeatedly has described Iran as the
major threat to his country as he struggles to hold onto power after multiple elections and while
facing corruption charges.

Speaking at the event Sunday night, Netanyahu urged his security chiefs to “continue in this
direction, and to continue to keep the sword of David in your hands," using an expression
referring to Jewish strength.

Meeting with Austin on Sunday, Israeli Defense Minister Benny Gantz said Israel viewed
America as an ally against all threats, including Iran.

“The Tehran of today poses a strategic threat to international security, to the entire Middle East
and to the state of Israel," Gantz said. “And we will work closely with our American allies to
ensure that any new agreement with Iran will secure the vital interests of the world, of the United
States, prevent a dangerous arms race in our region, and protect the state of Israel." The Israeli
army's chief of staff, Lt. Gen. Aviv Kochavi, also appeared to reference Iran.

The Israeli military's “operations in the Middle East are not hidden from the eyes of the enemy,"
Kochavi said. “They are watching us, seeing (our) abilities and weighing their steps with
caution." On Saturday, Iran announced it had launched a chain of 164 IR-6 centrifuges at the
plant. Officials also began testing the IR-9 centrifuge, which they say will enrich uranium 50
times faster than Iran's first-generation centrifuges, the IR-1. The nuclear deal limited Iran to
using only IR-1s for enrichment
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S-400 DELIVERY TO BEGIN BY NOVEMBER
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Russia

The delivery schedule for the S-400 long range air defence systems was on track for the end of
2021 despite the COVID-19 pandemic, a senior defence official said.

“The deal is on track and deliveries are expected to begin by November this year,” the official
said.

Two officials independently stated that efforts were made to speed up the deal but the Russian
side had conveyed this was not possible.

Two official sources, also speaking independently, dismissed concerns over possible U.S.
sanctions on the deal under the Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act
(CAATSA), stating this deal met national security considerations. In October 2018, India had
signed a $5.43 billion deal with Russia for five S-400 regiments despite objections from the U.S.,
with deliveries scheduled to begin end 2021.

U.S. officials on several occasions raised concerns over the deal as India deepened its defence
cooperation with the U.S. and acquired several frontline military platforms like transport aircraft,
helicopters, artillery and drones. Indian officials had reiterated that all payment-related issues
had been resolved and the deal was well under way.

Responding to questions on the issue at a press conference during his visit to India in February,
U.S. Secretary of Defence Lloyd Austin had said that there had been no delivery of an S-400
system, and “the issues of sanctions is not one that’s been discussed”. He also stated, “But we
did address with the Minister of Defence the issue of the S-400.”
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‘GLOBAL COOPERATION BENEFITS INDIA, WORLD’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

International cooperation to counter global challenges such as the current pandemic is
advantageous to both India and the rest of the world, said External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar, highlighting India’s recent initiatives to provide vaccines to a large number of
developing countries to help them fight COVID-19.

“Our ability to make vaccines ... is itself a result of international cooperation. So international
cooperation is not a one-way street where we are giving things to other people and somewhere
short-changing ourselves, I think people need to understand that,” Mr. Jaishankar said in an
interaction at the annual Raisina Dialogue on Tuesday.

He argued that as a result of international partnership and research India was able to increase
manufacturing of vaccines “developed elsewhere” while also developing indigenous vaccines in
the country.

First responder

Mr. Jaishankar credited the Narendra Modi government on being the first responder on a
number of crisis situations in the neighbourhood and beyond and the response to the pandemic,
he said, was part of that same chain of initiatives.

“If you look in terms of humanitarian assistance, whether it was an earthquake in Nepal, or a civil
war in Yemen, or a cyclone in Mozambique, or a typhoon in Fiji, or a mudslide in Sri Lanka, or
whether it is taking the Paris agenda forward through initiatives like the international Solar
Alliance, or how to respond collectively towards disaster resilience. So there are very practical
ways by which we have demonstrated our belief in the world as a family,” the Minister said.

He argued that the success of India’s domestic battle with COVID-19 had not received sufficient
global attention.

He highlighted that during the lockdown and the aftermath, the Government of India transferred
cash to 400 million citizens and at the same time 800 million people received food from the
government.

“Now, if you go anywhere in the world and say, listen guys, I just paid out 400 million people,
and I’ve fed 800 million people, you should make waves,” Mr. Jaishankar said, asking for global
attention on the work of the Indian government to counter the pandemic and its economic
effects.

There are very practical ways by which we have demonstrated our belief in the world as a
family

S. JaishankarExternal Affairs Minister
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‘MYANMAR COULD BE HEADING TOWARDS FULL-
BLOWN CONFLICT’

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Michelle Bachelet  

The UN rights chief warned on Tuesday Myanmar could be spiralling towards a “full-blown”
Syrian-style conflict, after a two-month crackdown that a local monitoring group says has already
claimed more than 700 lives.

Myanmar is in chaos and its economy has been paralysed since the military seized power from
civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi on February 1.

Warning of possible crimes against humanity, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights Michelle Bachelet on Tuesday urged countries to take immediate action to push
Myanmar’s military to stop its “campaign of repression and slaughter of its people.”

Daily rallies across Myanmar have been met with live rounds.

At least 710 civilians have been killed as of late Monday, including 50 children, according to a
local monitoring group.

“I fear the situation in Myanmar is heading towards a full-blown conflict,” Bachelet said in a
statement.

“There are clear echoes of Syria in 2011,” she warned, referring to the start of a civil war that
over the past decade has killed nearly 4,00,000 people and forced more than six million to flee
the country.

In recent weeks, several of Myanmar’s ethnic rebel groups in some lawless border territories
have stepped up attacks on the military and police, raising fears of a broader civil conflict.

The military has retaliated with air strikes, which the Free Burma Rangers -- a Christian aid
group working in the area -- said had displaced more than 24,000 civilians in Karen state by
Saturday.

The Rangers, which runs a health clinic in the state, said air strikes had killed at least 20 people
and wounded more than 40.
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WHO URGES HALT ON SALE OF LIVE WILD MAMMALS
IN MARKETS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Trade, WTO and issues involved

Risk factor:Health officials inspecting bats to be confiscated and culled at a live animal market in
Solo, IndonesiaAP/FILE  

The World Health Organization called on Tuesday for a halt to the sale of live wild mammals in
food markets to prevent the emergence of new diseases such as COVID-19.

The WHO said because traditional markets play a central role in providing food and livelihoods
for large populations, banning the sale of live wild mammals could protect the health of market
workers and customers alike.

“COVID-19 has brought new attention to this threat, given the magnitude of its consequences,”
WHO spokeswoman Fadela Chaib told reporters.

The call came in fresh guidance drawn up by the WHO in conjunction with the World
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).

“WHO, OIE and UNEP call on all national competent authorities to suspend the trade in live
caught wild animals of mammalian species for food or breeding and close sections of food
markets selling live caught wild animals of mammalian species as an emergency measure
unless demonstrable effective regulations and adequate risk assessment are in place,” the
agencies said.

“Animals, particularly wild animals, are the source of more than 70% of all emerging infectious
diseases in humans, many of which are caused by novel viruses. Wild mammals, in particular,
pose a risk for the emergence of new diseases,” the guidance said.

The agencies recalled that some of the earliest known cases of COVID-19 had links to a
wholesale traditional food market in the Chinese city of Wuhan, with many of the initial patients
stall owners, market employees or regular visitors to the market.

They added that samples from the Wuhan market suggested that it might be the source of the
pandemic’s outbreak and/or that it played a role in the initial amplification of the outbreak.
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U.S. TO WITHDRAW TROOPS FROM AFGHANISTAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

A file photo of U.S. marines as they clear improvised explosive devices from a main route in
Trikh Nawar .AFPPATRICK BAZ  

The U.S. will begin its drawdown of troops in Afghanistan before May 1 and complete the
process before September 11, according to a senior U.S. administration official. There are
between 2,500 and 3,500 U.S. troops in Afghanistan at present.

“We will begin an orderly draw-down of the remaining forces before May 1st and plan to have all
U.S. troops out of the country before the 20th anniversary of 9/11,” the official told reporters on a
briefing call on Tuesday. The process could be completed “well in advance” of the September
deadline, the official said.

U.S. President Joe Biden, who had earlier said the May 1 deadline set by the Trump
administration was unrealistic, will formally announce the withdrawal on Wednesday.

The U.S. and its NATO allies had signed a deal with the Taliban in February last year to
withdraw their troops from Afghanistan if the Taliban met certain preconditions, including a
cessation of violence (the Taliban has repeatedly attacked civilians and Afghan security forces
since) and not turning the country into a haven for terrorist groups, particularly al-Qaeda.

On Tuesday, the administration official warned that there would be consequences for the
Taliban if it attacked U.S. or allied forces during the drawdown.

“We have communicated to the Taliban in no uncertain terms that if they do conduct attacks
against U.S. or allied forces as we carry out this draw-down... that we will hit back hard and that
we will hold them accountable for that,” the official said.

The U.S. considers the re-emergence of al-Qaeda in the region after the draw-down of troops a
“genuine threat” according to the official, who said the threat will be dealt with “directly” and by
holding the Taliban accountable.

U.S. to focus on talks

Meanwhile, diplomatic efforts to arrive at an intra-Afghan settlement are under way. Istanbul will
host talks between the Taliban and the Afghan government between April 24 and May 4, joined
by Qatar and the United Nations. The U.S. , via Secretary of State Antony Blinken, had
proposed a peace plan that included an interim government — a plan that Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani has resisted, backing elections instead.

India has said it would back a negotiated peace settlement via a regional process convened by
the UN.

The U.S. would continue its push for a diplomatic solution, the official confirmed on Tuesday,
saying the administration had “long known” that there was no “military solution” to Afghanistan’s
problems.

“… We will focus our efforts on supporting the ongoing peace process. And that means putting
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the full weight of our government behind diplomatic efforts to reach a peace agreement between
the Taliban and the Afghan government,” the official said.
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BIMSTEC NEEDS TO REINVENT ITSELF
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: BIMSTEC and India

The foreign ministers of BIMSTEC (the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation) met virtually on April 1. That they made time to hold their 17th meeting
is good news. They advanced the agenda, which had been arrested by the pandemic, since the
last ministerial meeting held in August 2018. Their major task was to pave the way for the next
summit, the grouping’s fifth, due to be held in Sri Lanka in the “next few months”.

While most multilateral groupings from G20 to ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations)
and SCO (Shanghai Cooperation Organisation) held their deliberations at the highest political
level in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020, BIMSTEC leaders failed to do so. In
contrast to a meeting of even SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation)
leaders held at India’s initiative a year ago, BIMSTEC could not arrange its ministerial meeting
until April 2021. This is due as much to contextual factors as the diplomatic environment
prevailing today.

Established as a grouping of four nations — India, Thailand, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka —
through the Bangkok Declaration of 1997 to promote rapid economic development, BIMSTEC
was expanded later to include three more countries — Myanmar, Nepal and Bhutan. It moved at
a leisurely pace during its first 20 years with only three summits held and a record of modest
achievements. But it suddenly received special attention as New Delhi chose to treat it as a
more practical instrument for regional cooperation over a faltering SAARC. The BIMSTEC
Leaders’ Retreat, followed by their Outreach Summit with the BRICS leaders in Goa in October
2016, drew considerable international limelight to the low-profile regional grouping. This also
opened up the path for its rejuvenation.

The fourth leaders’ summit, held in Kathmandu in August 2018, devised an ambitious plan for
institutional reform and renewal that would encompass economic and security cooperation. It
took the important decision to craft a charter to provide BIMSTEC with a more formal and
stronger foundation. The shared goal now is to head towards “a Peaceful, Prosperous and
Sustainable Bay of Bengal Region”. At the second swearing-in of the Modi government in May
2019, the leaders of BIMSTEC, not SAARC, were invited as honoured guests. Soon thereafter,
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar observed that India saw a mix of “energy, mindset and
possibility” in BIMSTEC.

Two and a half years after the Kathmandu Summit, the grouping stands ready to move forward.
The foreign ministers cleared the draft for the BIMSTEC charter, recommending its early
adoption. They endorsed the rationalisation of sectors and sub-sectors of activity, with each
member-state serving as a lead for the assigned areas of special interest. The ministers also
conveyed their support for the Master Plan for Transport Connectivity, which will be adopted at
the next summit. Preparations have been completed for the signing of three agreements relating
to mutual legal assistance in criminal matters, cooperation between diplomatic academies, and
the establishment of a technology transfer facility in Colombo.

What has been missing from recent deliberations is a reference to the lack of progress on the
trade and economic dossier. A January 2018 study by the Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry had suggested that BIMSTEC urgently needed a comprehensive Free
Trade Agreement to be a real game changer. Ideally it should cover trade in goods, services and
investment; promote regulatory harmonisation; adopt policies that develop regional value chains;
and eliminate non-tariff barriers. Also lacking was an effort to enthuse and engage the vibrant
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business communities of these seven countries, and expand their dialogue, interactions and
transactions. On this score, BIMSTEC remains a work in progress. Over 20 rounds of
negotiations to operationalise the BIMSTEC Free Trade Area Framework Agreement, signed in
2004, are yet to bear fruit.

In contrast, much has been achieved in Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief and
security, including counterterrorism, cyber security, and coastal security cooperation. India has
led through constant focus and follow-up — to the extent that some member-states have
complained about the ‘over-securitisation’ of BIMSTEC. The trick to ensure balance is not to go
slow on security but to accelerate the pace of forging solid arrangements for economic
cooperation. Similarly, while national business chambers are yet to be optimally engaged with
the BIMSTEC project, the academic and strategic community has shown ample enthusiasm
through the BIMSTEC Network of Policy Think Tanks and other fora.

The goal now should be to overcome the obstacles leading to BIMSTEC’s success. First, a
strong BIMSTEC presupposes cordial and tension-free bilateral relations among all its member-
states. This has not been the case, given the trajectory of India-Nepal, India-Sri Lanka, and
Bangladesh-Myanmar ties in recent years. Second, uncertainties over SAARC hovers,
complicating matters. Both Kathmandu and Colombo want the SAARC summit revived, even as
they cooperate within BIMSTEC, with diluted zeal. Third, China’s decisive intrusion in the South-
Southeast Asian space has cast dark shadows. A renowned Bangladeshi scholar argued at a
recent conference that BIMSTEC would make progress if China is accepted as its principal
interlocutor and partner. This perspective has hardly any takers in India and its friendly partners
in the grouping. Finally, the military coup in Myanmar, brutal crackdown of protesters and
continuation of popular resistance resulting in a protracted impasse have produced a new set of
challenges. Despite them, the BIMSTEC foreign ministers could meet virtually — but will it be as
easy for the summit to be held, with the much-maligned Commander-in-Chief Min Aung Hlaing
in attendance at Colombo?

As BIMSTEC readies itself to celebrate the silver jubilee of its formation next year, it faces a
serious challenge: to effect “a paradigm-shift in raising the level of our cooperation and regional
integration”, as Mr. Jaishankar said on April 1. The grouping needs to reinvent itself, possibly
even rename itself as ‘The Bay of Bengal Community’. It should consider holding regular annual
summits. Only then will its leaders convince the region about their strong commitment to the new
vision they have for this unique platform linking South Asia and Southeast Asia.

Rajiv Bhatia is Distinguished Fellow, Gateway House and a former Ambassador to Myanmar
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‘HOPE INDIA REVIEWS STAND ON PACTS’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: RCEP and India

Singapore’s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan said he hoped India would ‘reassess’ its stand
on regional trading agreements such as the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) pact that India withdrew from in 2019.

India had “a crucial role” to play in helping the region build an inclusive architecture at a time of
increasing global instability, he said, on Wednesday at the Raisina Dialogue, held virtually this
year and hosted by the Observer Research Foundation in partnership with India’s Ministry of
External Affairs.

On the trade deal, Mr. Balakrishnan said he was “making a plea” for India to revisit its stand.

Regional trade pacts

“I hope India will reassess regional trade pacts like RCEP and even the CPTPP [Comprehensive
and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership] ,” he said.

“These trade pacts will give Indian companies a platform to showcase their strengths across
even larger markets.”

The RCEP came into force in November 2020 without India and is the world’s largest trading
agreement, covering the 10 ASEAN nations, China, Japan, South Korea, Australia and New
Zealand. The CPTPP, successor of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) which the U.S. withdrew
from, includes Singapore, Brunei, Malaysia and Vietnam from ASEAN, along with Australia, New
Zealand, Japan, Canada, Mexico, Chile and Peru.

India withdrew from the RCEP largely because of concerns it would open it up to Chinese goods
amid an already wide trade imbalance with China, and the failure of the agreement to
adequately open up to services.

Mr. Balakrishnan said Singapore hoped India could play a role to help build a regional
architecture that was ‘open’ and ‘inclusive’.

ASEAN centrality

Rising U.S.-China tensions were “deeply worrying” for the region with the pandemic resulting in
“heightened tension” which had “implications for us all”, with a contest over emerging
technologies, divergence on human rights and ensions related to defence and cyber security
issues.

“The U.S.-China relationship is a lynchpin for regional and global stability,” he said. “In
Southeast Asia, it is all the more crucial to maintain ASEAN centrality and unity amid geopolitical
competition.”

On Myanmar, what ASEAN wanted was to stop the violence and then have direct dialogue
between the military leadership and Aung San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD).

Saying that the sanctions route needed to be carefully considered as COVID-19 had already
inflicted a grievous blow on Myanmar’s economy, he said “the worst thing we could do” is to
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“add the burden on to ordinary citizens”.

“Not only ASEAN but immediate neighbours, like India and China, have strategic interests at
stake and they can play a constructive role behind the scenes,” he said.

The Singapore Foreign Minister praised India’s strong support to global vaccine cooperation, at
a time when the pandemic had “turbocharged protectionism and nationalism all over the world,
significantly disrupted trade flows and supply chains, and sharpened the tendency for
policymakers to turn inwards”.

Efforts were on by Singapore, he said, for mutual recognition of health certificates with other
countries, with interoperability across borders to gradually facilitate a resumption of travel.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-15

‘QUAD NAVIES ENJOY HIGH DEGREE OF
INTEROPERABILITY’

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

Admiral Karambir Singh  

The Quad navies of India, the U.S., Japan and Australia “already” enjoy a “high degree of
interoperability” and have the capability and capacity to come together in an “almost plug and
play mechanism” if the opportunity arises, Navy chief Admiral Karambir Singh said on
Wednesday. He stated that it would not be surprising to see a Chinese naval expansion in the
Indian Ocean region.

“We have seen regular Chinese naval presence in the Indian Ocean region for over a decade
now. If the Chinese look west from where they are, their energy, markets and resources are
located to their west. So, it won’t be surprising that soon they would be coming into the Indian
Ocean, as there is a saying that the flag follows the trade,” Adm. Singh said at the ongoing
Raisina Dialogue, to a question on the rapid expansion of the Chinese Navy.

The Chinese Navy has seen massive expansion in recent years, with rapid addition of frontline
warships. It has two aircraft carriers and a more capable one is under construction. In 2017,
China opened its first overseas base at Djibouti in the Horn of Africa.

Talking of the Quad and possible military cooperation, Adm. Singh said the Quad was “evolving
organically”, referring to the vaccine cooperation announced recently, among others. “As far as
the military part is concerned, navies of Australia, Japan, U.S. and India already enjoy a high
degree of interoperability. If an opportunity arises, we have the capability and capacity to come
together in an almost plug and play mechanism,” he said.

Stating that as India emerges a more confident nation on the global stage, the Indian Navy was
ready to do its bit to contribute to the Indo-Pacific’s security and stability, Adm. Singh stressed
the idea of “collective maritime competence” where each nation brings something to the table
and can learn from each other and harness individual capabilities. As for the wider Indian Ocean
region, Adm. Singh said the Navy’s aim was to be the “preferred security partner”, be credible
and forward-leaning in engagements and first responder in the region.

‘Powerful signal’

Speaking on the churn in the Indo-Pacific, Commander of the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command
Admiral Phil Davidson said the Quad had gained momentum and called it the “diamond of
democracies in the region”.

He said one should think about the Quad in the broadest possible terms and realise its potential
to create global economic opportunities, including diversification of supply chains, and address
common interests such as cybersecurity concerns and space cooperation and other advanced
technologies in future. “This coming together in this multilateral form sends a very powerful
signal in support of the rules-based order, reflects our common values and mutual trust,” he
said. The alternative, he said, was a stark contrast to a free and open region.

END
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-15

NAVIGATION WITH PERMISSION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important

organizations

U.S. Navy ship John Paul Jones. Photo: Wikimedia Commons  

On April 7, the U.S.’s 7th Fleet Destroyer, the USS John Paul Jones, conducted a ‘Freedom of
Navigation Operation’ 130 nautical miles west of the Lakshadweep Islands inside India’s
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). Not only was this exercise conducted without requesting
India’s consent, but the U.S. 7th Fleet noted in its press release that India’s requirement of prior
consent is “inconsistent with international law”. In its response, India asserted that the UN
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) “does not authorize other States to carry out in the
Exclusive Economic Zone and on the continental shelf, military exercises or manoeuvres, in
particular those involving the use of weapons or explosives, without the consent of the coastal
state”. Owing to the different positions of the two countries, legal questions emerge here. The
question is, can countries carry out military exercises in another country’s EEZ and if yes,
subject to what conditions?

UNCLOS binds all its signatories and customary international law binds all states, subject to
exceptions like the doctrine of persistent objector. Most of the provisions of the UNCLOS are the
result of codification of the existing rules of customary international law. India is a party to the
UNCLOS while the U.S. is not. As per the UNCLOS, EEZ is an area adjacent to the territorial
waters of a coastal state where the sovereign coastal state has rights and duties relating to
management of natural resources; establishment and use of artificial islands, installations and
structures; marine scientific research; and protection of the marine environment.

Comment | Not on the same page at sea

The present difference in legal interpretation brings into the picture Articles 58 and 87 of the
UNCLOS. Article 58 (1) provides that in the EEZ, all States, whether coastal or landlocked,
enjoy, subject to the relevant provisions of this Convention, the freedoms referred to in Article 87
of navigation and overflight and of the laying of submarine cables and pipelines as well as other
internationally lawful uses of the sea. Article 87 provides for freedom of the high seas under
which all states have the freedom of navigation. However, the freedom of navigation is subject to
the conditions laid down under the UNCLOS and other rules of international law. In addition to it,
Article 58 (3) stipulates another qualification: “In exercising their rights and performing their
duties under this Convention in the exclusive economic zone, States shall have due regard to
the rights and duties of the coastal State and shall comply with the laws and regulations adopted
by the coastal State...” The relevant Indian law in this regard is the Territorial Waters,
Continental Shelf, Exclusive Economic Zone and Other Maritime Zones of India Act, 1976.
Section 7 sub-section 9 of this Act recognises the freedom of navigation of the ships of all States
but makes them subject to the exercise of rights by India within the zone.

The declaration by India in 1995 also states that India “understands that the provisions of the
Convention do not authorize other States to carry out in the exclusive economic zone and on the
continental shelf military exercises or manoeuvres, in particular those involving the use of
weapons or explosives, without the consent of the coastal State”. An ancillary question that
emerges is the legal effect of such declarations. Article 310 of the UNCLOS does permit states
to make declarations in order to explain the relationship between the Convention and their own
laws, but such declarations should not “purport to exclude or to modify the legal effect of the
provisions of this Convention in their application to that State”.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-protests-us-naval-exercise/article34279034.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-protests-us-naval-exercise/article34279034.ece
https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_e.pdf
https://www.un.org/depts/los/convention_agreements/texts/unclos/unclos_e.pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/not-on-the-same-page-at-sea/article34304977.ece
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On a conjoint reading of Articles 58, 87 and 310, it can be argued that freedom of navigation
cannot be read in an absolute and isolated manner. Given the nature of EEZ and the activities
that a coastal state conducts in its EEZ, non-consensual military activities that hinder the lawful
enjoyment of such rights need not be permissible. Also, a coastal state is naturally concerned
about military exercises and manoeuvres posing a risk to its coastal communities, its
installations or artificial islands, as well as the marine environment. Thus, any state which
wishes to conduct such exercises must do so only in consultation with the coastal state since the
coastal state is the best judge of its EEZ.

Editorial | Enforcing claims: On U.S. challenging India’s maritime rights

Both India and the U.S. should negotiate such concerns for the maintenance of international
peace and security. Riding roughshod over international obligations premised either in an
erroneous interpretation of the law or the scope of its application will not only threaten friendly
relations but also undermine the progress made towards codification and development of
international law in an area such as the law of the sea, which is particularly complex.

Anmolam is a lawyer and Farheen Ahmad is a research scholar, pursuing her Ph.D. in
international law from South Asian University, New Delhi

Please enter a valid email address.

To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-16

UNFPA’S POPULATION REPORT LAUNCHED
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: International Treaties & Agreements, and other important

organizations

No rights:Nearly half the women from 57 countries do not have the right to make decisions
regarding their bodies.  

Nearly half the women from 57 developing countries do not have the right to make decisions
regarding their bodies, including using contraception, seeking healthcare or even on their
sexuality, according to the United Nations Population Fund’s (UNFPA) flagship State of World
Population Report 2021 titled ‘My Body is My Own’ launched on Thursday.

This is the first time a United Nations report has focused on bodily autonomy, defined as the
power and agency to make choices about your body without the fear of violence or having
someone else decide for you.

The report shows that in countries where data is available, only 55% of women are fully
empowered to make choices over healthcare, contraception and the ability to say yes or no to
sex. It also highlights that only 75% of countries legally ensure full and equal access to
contraception.

Some examples of violation of bodily autonomy include, child marriage, female genital
mutilation, a lack of contraceptive choices leading to unplanned pregnancy, unwanted sex
exchanged for a home and food or when people with diverse sexual orientations and gender
identities cannot walk down a street without fearing assault or humiliation. Under its ambit also
fall people with disabilities stripped of their rights to self-determination, to be free from violence
and to enjoy a safe and satisfying sexual life.

“Women around the world are denied the fundamental right of bodily autonomy with the COVID-
19 pandemic further exacerbating this situation... Realising bodily autonomy is essential to
achieving the UNFPA’s goals of ending the global unmet need for contraception, preventable
maternal deaths, gender-based violence and harmful practices by 2030... We are committed to
the cause,” Argentina Matavel Piccin, India’s UNFPA Representative and Country Director,
Bhutan, said.
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U.S. IMPOSES NEW SANCTIONS ON RUSSIA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Tough action:A file photo of President Joe Biden at the White House in Washington.APEvan
Vucci  

The United States announced sanctions against Russia on Thursday and the expulsion of 10
diplomats in retaliation for what Washington says is the Kremlin’s U.S. election interference, a
massive cyberattack and other hostile activity.

President Joe Biden ordered a widening of restrictions on U.S. banks trading in Russian
government debt, expelled 10 diplomats who include alleged spies, and blacklists 32 individuals
alleged to have tried to meddle in the 2020 presidential election, the White House said in a
statement.

Mr. Biden’s executive order “sends a signal that the United States will impose costs in a
strategic and economically impactful manner on Russia if it continues or escalates its
destabilizing international action,” the White House said.

Response ‘inevitable’

The U.S. barrage came the same week as Mr. Biden offered to meet President Vladimir Putin for
their first face-to-face talks, suggesting that the summit could take place in a third country.

After the White House unveiled its measures, the Russian Foreign Ministry said a response was
“inevitable.”

“The United States is not ready to come to terms with the objective reality that there is a
multipolar world that excludes American hegemony,” spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said.

The latest tension comes amid worries both in the U.S. and its European allies over Russia’s
recent troop build up on the border of Ukraine.

The imprisonment of Alexei Navalny, who is effectively the last open political opponent to Mr.
Putin, has further spiked concerns in the West.

The White House statement listed in first place Moscow’s “efforts to undermine the conduct of
free and fair democratic elections and democratic institutions in the U.S. and its allies and
partners.”

This referred to allegations that Russian intelligence agencies mounted disinformation and dirty
tricks campaigns during the 2016 and 2020 presidential elections, in part to help Donald Trump’s
candidacy.

The White House said the sanctions likewise respond to “malicious cyber activities against the
U.S. and its allies and partners,” referring to the massive so-called SolarWinds hack of U.S.
government computer systems last year.

The statement also called out Russia’s extraterritorial “targeting” of dissidents and journalists
and undermining of security in countries important to U.S. national security.
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In addition, the Department of Treasury, together with the EU, Australia, Britain and Canada,
sanctioned eight individuals and entities associated with Russia’s occupation of Crimea in
Ukraine.

In Brussels, the NATO military alliance said U.S. allies “support and stand in solidarity with the
U.S., following its announcement of actions to respond to Russia’s destabilising activities”.
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A MULTIPOLARITY, SCRIPTED BY THE MIDDLE
POWERS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The acrimony between the United States and Chinese delegations at the Anchorage conclave
on March 19, followed by U.S. President Joe Biden referring to Russian President Vladimir Putin
as a “killer” and Mr. Putin’s sharp riposte, and Mr. Biden’s reluctance to rejoin the nuclear
agreement with Iran, are positions which make it clear that in respect of three crucial
relationships, namely China, Russia and Iran, Mr. Biden is following in the footsteps of his much-
reviled predecessor, Donald Trump.

Mr. Biden has also extended his firm backing for another of Trump’s priorities: the “Indo-Pacific”
as an area of strategic significance for the U.S. and the associated alignment that gives shape
and substance to this geopolitical concept — the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, or Quad for
short. On March 12, Mr. Biden convened an online summit meeting of the four Quad members,
namely, the U.S., Japan, Australia and India, at which the leaders affirmed their commitment to
a “free, open, resilient and inclusive” Indo-Pacific region.

It is clear that the U.S. continues to view China as its principal adversary on the world stage and
that it will use the Quad to challenge China in the Indo-Pacific, possibly as part of a “new Cold
War”.

This new Cold War was given concrete shape during the Trump presidency when the ravages of
the pandemic made the President and his officials demonise China. Then Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo called on like-minded nations to curb China’s growth, reduce its influence in
international institutions, and “induce China to change in more creative and assertive ways”, a
clarion call for regime change.

The U.S.’s hostility for Russia goes back to the latter’s war with Ukraine and the occupation of
Crimea in 2014, followed by allegations of Russian cyber-interference in the U.S. presidential
elections of 2016. Mr. Biden continues this hostility for Russia.

U.S. animosity has encouraged China and Russia to solidify their relations. Besides significantly
expanding their bilateral ties, the two countries have agreed to harmonise their visions under the
Eurasian Economic Union sponsored by Russia and China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). This
idea has now been subsumed under the ‘Greater Eurasian Partnership’ to which both are
committed. Both have condemned the Quad for “undermining global strategic stability”.

Thus, the new Cold War is now being reflected in a new geopolitical binary — the Indo-Pacific
versus Eurasia.

The final shape of this divide will be determined by four nations, namely Japan, Iran, Turkey and
India, which, as “middle powers”, have the capacity to project power regionally, build alliances,
and support (or disrupt) the strategies of international powers pursuing their interests in the
region.

On the face of it, their alignments are already in place: Japan and India are deeply entrenched in
the Quad and have substantial security ties with the U.S. Iran, on the other hand, has for long
been an outcaste in western eyes and has found strategic comfort with the Sino-Russian

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/03/12/remarks-by-president-biden-prime-minister-modi-of-india-prime-minister-morrison-of-australia-and-prime-minister-suga-of-japan-in-virtual-meeting-of-the-quad/
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alliance. Turkey, a NATO member, has found its interests better-served by Russia and China
rather than the U.S. and its European allies.

So, why the uncertainty? The main reason is that, despite the allure, the four nations are not yet
prepared to join immutable alliances.

Japan has an ongoing territorial dispute with China relating to the Senkaku islands in the East
China Sea. Thus, the security treaty of 1951 with the U.S. has been crucial for Japan’s interests.
But there is more to Sino-Japanese relations: in 2019, 24% of Japanese imports came from
China, while 19% of its exports went to China, affirming the adage: Japan depends too much on
the U.S. for its security and too much on China for its prosperity.

The eight-year prime ministership of Shinzo Abe has instilled in Japan greater self-confidence so
that it can reduce its security-dependence on the U.S. and pursue an independent role in the
Indo-Pacific. Hence its $200 billion ‘Partnership for Quality Infrastructure’ that funds
infrastructure projects in Asia and Africa, though Japan is also willing to work on BRI projects on
a selective basis. But these are early days and it remains unclear whether Japan will explore the
wide oceans or confine its strategic interests to the East China Sea.

India’s ties with China have been caught in a vicious circle: as threats from China at the border
and intrusions in its South Asian neighbourhood and the Indian Ocean became sharper, it
moved closer to the U.S. It is likely that India’s expanding defence ties with the U.S. from 2016,
consisting of massive defence purchases and agreements on inter-operability and intelligence-
sharing and frequent military exercises, as also the elevation of the Quad to ministerial level in
September 2019, signalled to China that India was now irreversibly in the U.S. camp. With the
border stand-off at Ladakh, China is perhaps reminding India that its security interests demand
close engagement with China rather than a deepening alignment with its global rival.

China has a point: while the Quad has made India a valuable partner for the U.S. in the west
Pacific, neither the U.S. nor the Quad can address the challenges it faces at its 3,500-kilometre
land border with China. The ‘revenge of geography’ and concerns relating to the U.S.’s intrusive
approach on human rights issues ensure that India will need to manage its ties with China
largely through its own efforts, while retaining Russia as its defence partner.

The crippling sanctions on Iran and the frequent threats of regime change make it a natural ally
of the Sino-Russian axis. However, its strategic culture eschews long-term security alignments.
This will surely assert itself after sanctions are eased, when the Islamic Republic of Iran will seek
to redefine its strategic space and exercise independent options.

The “neo-Ottomanism” of President Recep Tayyip Erdoan — celebrating Turkey’s glory through
military and doctrinal leadership across the former territories of the Ottoman empire — has been
achieved through a steady distancing from its western partners and increasing geopolitical,
military and economic alignment with Russia and China. But Turkey still wishes to keep its ties
with the U.S. intact, and retain the freedom to make choices. Its “New Asia” initiative, for
instance, involves strengthening of east-west logistical and economic connectivity backed by
western powers and China.

The four middle powers, whose choice of alignment will impart a political and military binary to
world order, are reluctant to make this a reality. While Cold War advocates in home capitals and
in the U.S. will continue to promote ever-tighter alliances, these nations could find salvation in
“strategic autonomy” — defined by flexible partnerships, with freedom to shape alliances to suit
specific interests at different times.

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/japan/2020-10-13/underappreciated-power
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/japan/2020-10-13/underappreciated-power
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These four middle powers will thus make multipolarity, rather than a new Cold War, the defining
characteristic of the emerging global order.

Talmiz Ahmad is a former Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Oman and the UAE
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INDIA HOLDS NATIONAL DIALOGUE ON UN FOOD
SYSTEMS SUMMIT 2021

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

The United Nations Secretary General has called for the first ever UN Food Systems Summit to
be held in September 2021 to strategize the actions for positive change in Agri-food systems in
the Worldto realize the vision of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Summit will
focus on levers and pathways to shape food systems nationally and globally to accelerate
progress in the SDGs.The Summit 2021 is planned to be essentially participatory and
consultative and needs the game changing ideas from the experiences  through the National,
Sub-national (State)  and independent consultation for the five Action Tracks related to safe and
nutritious food, sustainable consumption patterns, nature-positive production, advance equitable
livelihoods, and resilience to vulnerabilities, shocks and stress.The COVID-19 pandemic led
vulnerability and challenges faced by the humanity in food and related system has further added
to the need for reorienting our actions and strategies beyond specific cropping or farming
systems to entire agri-food systems covering production, distribution and consumption.

India with close to 18% humanity on the Globe owes paramount stake in this Food System
Summit. India has volunteered, but not limited to, to the Action Track 4: Advance Equitable
Livelihoods for the UN Food System Summit 2021.  To take the process further the Government
has constituted ahigh levelInterdepartmental Group under the Chairmanship of Prof. Ramesh
Chand, Member, NITI Aayog along with the representatives from Ministries of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare (MoAFW), Rural Development and others. The prime function assigned to this
group is to conduct National Dialogues with all the stakeholders of agri-food systems for
exploring national pathways towards creating sustainable and equitable food systems in India
and suitably contribute to transformation in global food systems to meet the needs of present
and future. The consultative processes shall culminate in the Food System Summit in
September, 2021 in which Hon’ble Prime Minister is likely to participate along with other Global
leaders. 

The first National Level Dialogue on Agri-Food Systems-Advancing Equitable Livelihoods
has been conducted on 12 April, 2021. The National Dialogue was facilitated by the Inter
departmental Group constituted by Department of Agriculture Cooperation & Farmers
Welfare and the representatives from UN Agencies in Delhi.  The day long deliberations
were attended by farmers organisations, farmer producer organisations, civil society
organisations, research institutions& experts and the government agencies.

Chairman of the Group and National Convenor for the dialogue Prof. Chand urged the
participants to share their ideas, experiences, success stories, transformative innovations,
evidence based suggestions relating to policies, infrastructure, institutions, and the commitments
India should be making to align food system to achieve SDGs towards 2030. He added that we
should plan for the elimination of poverty, zero hunger, nutrition security and health for all,
raising incomes across food value chains, and ensuring economic, social and environment
sustainability.Several game changing ideas for reimagining India’s Agriculture like agro climate
based farming, agro-ecology based farming, farmers owned and manged value chain systems,
 statutory backing for sustainable innovations, adopting best practices from the states, linking
production incentives to nutrition goals, nutrition sensitive production and diets, regulatory
framework for food safety of low income consumers, selective biofortification, FPOs of women
farmers etc were suggested by participants.
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On the pattern of National Dialogues, the State Governments have also been requested to
conduct the state-level dialogues with all the stakeholders involved directly or indirectly in the
agri-food systems in India. Such grass root dialogues offer a unique opportunity to various
stakeholders to involve and provide inputs for sustainable food systems in India. The Ministry of
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare has created a website for this purpose to seek the inputs and
ideas of all the stakeholders and the public on the Action Track 4, and other Action Tracks of the
UN Food System Summit-2021.Chairman of the group appealed to the stakeholders, experts
a n d  p u b l i c  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  i d e a s  a n d  t h o u g h t s  o n  t h e  w e b  p a g e
https://farmer.gov.in/fss/index.aspx specially created for this purpose.

 

*****

APS/MG

The United Nations Secretary General has called for the first ever UN Food Systems Summit to
be held in September 2021 to strategize the actions for positive change in Agri-food systems in
the Worldto realize the vision of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Summit will
focus on levers and pathways to shape food systems nationally and globally to accelerate
progress in the SDGs.The Summit 2021 is planned to be essentially participatory and
consultative and needs the game changing ideas from the experiences  through the National,
Sub-national (State)  and independent consultation for the five Action Tracks related to safe and
nutritious food, sustainable consumption patterns, nature-positive production, advance equitable
livelihoods, and resilience to vulnerabilities, shocks and stress.The COVID-19 pandemic led
vulnerability and challenges faced by the humanity in food and related system has further added
to the need for reorienting our actions and strategies beyond specific cropping or farming
systems to entire agri-food systems covering production, distribution and consumption.

India with close to 18% humanity on the Globe owes paramount stake in this Food System
Summit. India has volunteered, but not limited to, to the Action Track 4: Advance Equitable
Livelihoods for the UN Food System Summit 2021.  To take the process further the Government
has constituted ahigh levelInterdepartmental Group under the Chairmanship of Prof. Ramesh
Chand, Member, NITI Aayog along with the representatives from Ministries of Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare (MoAFW), Rural Development and others. The prime function assigned to this
group is to conduct National Dialogues with all the stakeholders of agri-food systems for
exploring national pathways towards creating sustainable and equitable food systems in India
and suitably contribute to transformation in global food systems to meet the needs of present
and future. The consultative processes shall culminate in the Food System Summit in
September, 2021 in which Hon’ble Prime Minister is likely to participate along with other Global
leaders. 

The first National Level Dialogue on Agri-Food Systems-Advancing Equitable Livelihoods
has been conducted on 12 April, 2021. The National Dialogue was facilitated by the Inter
departmental Group constituted by Department of Agriculture Cooperation & Farmers
Welfare and the representatives from UN Agencies in Delhi.  The day long deliberations
were attended by farmers organisations, farmer producer organisations, civil society
organisations, research institutions& experts and the government agencies.

Chairman of the Group and National Convenor for the dialogue Prof. Chand urged the
participants to share their ideas, experiences, success stories, transformative innovations,
evidence based suggestions relating to policies, infrastructure, institutions, and the commitments
India should be making to align food system to achieve SDGs towards 2030. He added that we
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should plan for the elimination of poverty, zero hunger, nutrition security and health for all,
raising incomes across food value chains, and ensuring economic, social and environment
sustainability.Several game changing ideas for reimagining India’s Agriculture like agro climate
based farming, agro-ecology based farming, farmers owned and manged value chain systems,
 statutory backing for sustainable innovations, adopting best practices from the states, linking
production incentives to nutrition goals, nutrition sensitive production and diets, regulatory
framework for food safety of low income consumers, selective biofortification, FPOs of women
farmers etc were suggested by participants.

On the pattern of National Dialogues, the State Governments have also been requested to
conduct the state-level dialogues with all the stakeholders involved directly or indirectly in the
agri-food systems in India. Such grass root dialogues offer a unique opportunity to various
stakeholders to involve and provide inputs for sustainable food systems in India. The Ministry of
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare has created a website for this purpose to seek the inputs and
ideas of all the stakeholders and the public on the Action Track 4, and other Action Tracks of the
UN Food System Summit-2021.Chairman of the group appealed to the stakeholders, experts
a n d  p u b l i c  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  i d e a s  a n d  t h o u g h t s  o n  t h e  w e b  p a g e
https://farmer.gov.in/fss/index.aspx specially created for this purpose.

 

*****

APS/MG
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-17

IRAN SAYS IT HAS STARTED ENRICHING URANIUM TO
60%

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

A bank of centrifuges seen at Natanz nuclear site.File photo  

Iran began enriching uranium on Friday to its highest level ever, edging closer to weapons-grade
levels to pressure talks in Vienna aimed at restoring its nuclear deal with world powers after an
attack on its main atomic site.

A top official said only a few grams an hour of uranium gas would be enriched up to 60% purity
— triple the level it once did but at a rate far slower than what Tehran could produce.

International inspectors already said Iran planned to do so above-ground at its Natanz nuclear
site, not deep within its underground halls hardened to withstand airstrikes.

The move is likely to raise tensions even as Iran negotiates in Vienna over a way to allow the
U.S. back into the agreement and lift the crushing economic sanctions it faces. However, its
scope also provides Iran with a way to quickly de-escalate if it chose.

The announcement also marks a significant escalation after the attack that damaged centrifuges
at Natanz, an attack this past weekend suspected of having been carried out by Israel. While
Israel has yet to claim it, it comes amid a long-running shadow war between the two West Asian
rivals.

‘Any level possible’

Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, Iran’s Parliament Speaker, announced the move in a Twitter post
later acknowledged by Iranian state television.

“The young and God-believing Iranian scientists managed to achieve a 60 per cent enriched
uranium product,” Mr. Qalibaf said.

The head of the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran, the country’s civilian nuclear arm, later
acknowledged the move. Ali Akbar Salehi said the centrifuges now produce 9 grams an hour,
but that would drop to 5 grams an hour in the coming days.

“Now, any enrichment (level) is possible if we decide it,” Mr. Salehi said.

While 60% is higher than any level Iran previously enriched uranium, it is still lower than
weapons-grade levels of 90%. Iran had been enriching up to 20%— even that was a short
technical step to weapons grade. The deal limited Iran’s enrichment to 3.67%.
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‘MUST ENSURE DEMOCRACY PREVAILS IN
AFGHANISTAN’

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

S. JaishankarMOORTHY RV  

The U.S. decision to pull out all forces from Afghanistan is a “big step” that will have deep
consequences, said External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, who called for a “responsible
drawdown” of American and NATO forces. Along with Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif and
Afghanistan National Security Adviser Hamdullah Mohib, Mr. Jaishankar said it was necessary
that Afghanistan’s constitution, democratic processes and the rights accorded to women and
minorities were ensured under any circumstances, and that the “endgame” in Afghanistan be
“united, democratic and sovereign”.

“What all of us see in [U.S.] President Biden’s announcement is a big step that is going to take
Afghanistan in a certain direction and it is important that we all work together to ensure that the
direction is right and the outcomes are good for Afghanistan,” Mr. Jaishankar said while
speaking at the Ministry of External Affairs’ annual Raisina Dialogue on a panel with Mr. Zarif
and Mr. Mohib during a virtual session.

India’s concerns

Mr. Jaishankar’s comment indicated India’s concerns about a hasty withdrawal of the U.S. and
allied forces from Afghanistan, which could bring the Taliban into a powerful role in Kabul.

On Thursday, the Chief of the Defence Staff, General Bipin Rawat, had said India’s concern was
that “the vacuum that was going to be created should not create space for disruptors to step in,
and, therefore, the violence continues in Afghanistan”.

Mr. Mohib, who said he had called National Security Adviser Ajit Doval on Friday and spoke to
him about the transition plan as well as the upcoming intra-Afghan and regional talks in Turkey,
added that much would depend on the troops withdrawal plan and what kind of assistance they
would continue to provide the Afghan National Security and Defence Forces (ANSDF).

“We are in uncharted territory, and the devil is in the details of what we negotiate with NATO
forces,” he said, referring to the continuing threat of violence from foreign fighters as well as the
Taliban. In particular, referring to Islamic State (IS) fighters present in Afghanistan, Mr. Zarif said
it was necessary to see that Afghanistan and all its neighbours faced “common threats, common
challenges”.

Development assistance

Enumerating India’s development assistance to Afghanistan since 2001, Mr. Jaishankar said it
was an “absolute fantasy” that India’s actions in Afghanistan were aimed at Pakistan, and a
cause of bilateral differences and regional instability.

He said India’s role, including in the construction of the Afghan parliament, the Salma Dam and
road networks, was a “positive” one unlike other neighbours, in a pointed reference to Pakistan’s
support to the Taliban and terror groups operating there.
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However, Mr. Jaishankar refused to answer questions about whether India was engaging with
Pakistan or the Taliban.
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U.S., CHINA AGREE TO COOPERATE WITH URGENCY
ON CLIMATE CRISIS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Common ground:John Kerry says both countries are set to cooperate with each other to tackle
climate change.APMichel Euler  

The U.S. and China, the world’s two biggest carbon polluters, agreed to cooperate to curb
climate change with urgency, just days before President Joe Biden hosts a virtual summit of
world leaders to discuss the issue.

The agreement was reached by U.S. special envoy for climate John Kerry and his Chinese
counterpart Xie Zhenhua during two days of talks in Shanghai last week, according to a joint
statement.

The two countries “are committed to cooperating with each other and with other countries to
tackle the climate crisis, which must be addressed with the seriousness and urgency that it
demands,” said the statement.

Mr. Kerry said the language in the statement is “strong” and that the two countries agreed on
“critical elements on where we have to go.” But the former Secretary of state said, “I learned in
diplomacy that you don’t put your back on the words, you put on actions. We all need to see
what happens.”

Biggest polluters

China is the world’s biggest carbon emitter, followed by the U.S. The two countries pump out
nearly half of the fossil fuel fumes that are warming the planet’s atmosphere. Their cooperation
is key to the success of global efforts to curb climate change.

Noting that China is the world’s biggest coal user, Mr. Kerry said he and Chinese officials had a
lot of discussions on how to accelerate a global energy transition.

Mr. Biden has invited 40 world leaders, including Chinese President Xi Jinping, to the April 22-23
summit. The U.S. and other countries are expected to announce more ambitious national targets
for cutting carbon emissions ahead of or at the meeting, along with pledging financial help for
climate efforts by less wealthy nations.

While Mr. Kerry was still in Shanghai, Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Le Yucheng signalled on
Friday that China is unlikely to make any new pledges at next week’s summit. “For a big country
with 1.4 billion people, these goals are not easily delivered,” Mr. Le said in Beijing. “Some
countries are asking China to achieve the goals earlier. I am afraid this is not very realistic.”

‘Not a geopolitical chip’

During a video meeting with German and French leaders on Friday, Mr. Xi said that climate
change “should not become a geopolitical chip, a target for attacking other countries or an
excuse for trade barriers,” the official Xinhua News Agency reported.
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On whether Mr. Xi would join the summit, Mr. Le said “the Chinese side is actively studying the
matter.”

The joint statement said the two countries “look forward to” next week’s summit. Mr. Kerry said
on Sunday that “we very much hope that (Xi) will take part” in the summit but it’s up to China to
make that decision.
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EU COUNCIL APPROVES CONCLUSIONS ON INDO-
PACIFIC STRATEGY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The Council of the European Union on Monday approved conclusions on a European Union
strategy for cooperation in the Indo-Pacific to “reinforce its strategic focus, presence and
actions” with the aim to contribute to “regional stability, security, prosperity and sustainable
development,” at a time of “rising challenges and tensions in the region.”

“Current dynamics in the Indo-Pacific have given rise to intense geopolitical competition adding
to increasing tensions on trade and supply chains as well as in technological, political and
security areas. Human rights are also being challenged. These developments increasingly
threaten the stability and security of the region and beyond, directly impacting on the EU’s
interests,” a statement from the Council said. “The Council tasked the High Representative and
the Commission with putting forward a Joint Communication on cooperation in the Indo-Pacific
by September 2021,” it stated.

Long-term focus

The renewed EU commitment to the Indo-Pacific will have a long-term focus and will be based
on “upholding democracy, human rights, the rule of law and respect for international law,” it
stated. The EU will aim to promote effective rules-based multilateralism, it said, reiterating its
support for ASEAN (Association of South East Asian Nations) centrality, a point also stressed by
India.

The EU will work together in order to mitigate the economic and human effects of the COVID-19
pandemic and work towards ensuring an inclusive and sustainable socio-economic recovery, it
said. The EU’s approach and engagement will look to foster a “rules-based international order, a
level playing field, as well as an open and fair environment for trade and investment, reciprocity,
the strengthening of resilience, tackling climate change and supporting connectivity with the EU.”

“Free and open maritime supply routes in full compliance with international law remain crucial,” it
said.
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FRANCE ‘ENABLED’ 1994 RWANDA GENOCIDE:
REPORT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The French government bears “significant” responsibility for “enabling a foreseeable genocide,”
a report commissioned by the Rwandan government concludes about France’s role before and
during the horror in which an estimated 8,00,000 people were slaughtered in 1994.

The report comes amid efforts by Rwanda to document the role of French authorities before,
during, and after the genocide, part of the steps taken by France’s President Emmanuel Macron
to improve relations with the central African country.

The 600-page report says that France “did nothing to stop” the massacres, in April and May
1994, and in the years after the genocide tried to cover up its role and even offered protection to
some perpetrators.

It concludes that in years leading up to the genocide, former French President Francois
Mitterrand and his administration had knowledge of preparations for the massacres — yet kept
supporting the government of then-Rwandan President Juvénal Habyarimana despite the
“warning signs.”

“The French government was neither blind nor unconscious about the foreseeable genocide,” it
stressed.

The report comes after a French report, commissioned by Mr. Macron, concluded that French
authorities had been “blind” to the preparations for genocide and then reacted too slowly to
appreciate the extent of the killings and to respond to them.
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PROBE CHINA OVER XINJIANG CRIMES: HRW
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

A human rights group appealed to the United Nations on Monday to investigate allegations
China’s government is committing crimes against humanity in the Xinjiang region.

Human Rights Watch cited reports of the mass detention of Muslims, a crackdown on religious
practices and other measures against minorities in the northwestern region. It said they amount
to crimes against humanity as defined by the treaty that established the International Criminal
Court.

China is not a member of the court and could use its veto power as a permanent UN Security
Council member to block action against Chinese officials, Human Rights Watch said in a report.
However, the group said the UN Human Rights Commission should create a body to investigate
the charges, identify those responsible and provide a road map to hold them accountable.

More than 1 million people have been confined to camps in Xinjiang, according to foreign
governments and researchers. Authorities there are accused of imposing forced labor and birth
controls.

The Chinese government rejects complaints of abuses, saying the camps are for job training to
support economic development and combat radicalism. The government is pressing foreign
clothing and shoe brands to reverse decisions to stop using cotton from Xinjiang due to reports
of possible forced labour there.
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INDIA AND RUSSIA LOOK FOR A RESET
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Russia

It was clear from Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov’s ‘working visit’ to India two weeks
ago that India-Russia relations are not quite the flavour of the season.

Mr. Lavrov’s principal objective was to prepare the ground for the visit of President Vladimir
Putin later this year. The break in 2020, after 20 annual summits, had provoked speculation,
partly flowing from Mr. Lavrov’s criticism last year of a U.S.-led Indo-Pacific policy, drawing India
into “anti-China games” and undermining the India-Russia partnership. A few weeks earlier, Mr.
Putin had extolled the vibrancy of Russia-China defence cooperation. These remarks
encouraged the advocacy for a shift of India’s foreign policy away from a weak and China-
tethered Russia and towards the U.S.

The joint media appearance of Mr. Lavrov and External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar did not
change the narrative. They said their talks were warm, comprehensive and productive; they
mentioned the time-tested friendship, energy projects, defence cooperation and Russian support
for India’s manned space programme. They glossed over their divergent perspectives on
Afghanistan. Phrases like “identical or similar views” did not carry much conviction. Much more
eloquent than fine words was the fact that, for the first time in all his visits to India, Mr. Lavrov
could not meet Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Mr. Jaishankar said he conveyed the Indian perspective on the Indo-Pacific and Mr. Lavrov said
they discussed the Asia-Pacific. “Indo-Pacific” continues to stick in Russian throats. India insists
that its Indo-Pacific initiatives seek a cooperative order, that the Quad dialogue (of India, Japan,
Australia and the U.S.) is not the nucleus of a politico-military alliance, and that it never
subscribed to the Trumpian posture (now under review by the Biden administration) of military
confrontation with China. A $1 billion Indian line of credit for projects in the Russian Far East and
activation of a Chennai-Vladivostok maritime corridor were announced when Mr. Modi and Mr.
Putin met in 2019. The message was that India’s effort to restrain Chinese aggression is
compatible with Russia’s vision of a Eurasian partnership. Russia remains unconvinced, either
because it feels India’s words do not match its actions or because of its close ties with China.

As India-China tensions have grown, so have India’s concerns about Russia’s China embrace,
encompassing close political, economic and defence cooperation (Russia accounted for 77% of
China’s arms imports in 2016-20). India’s apprehensions about their technology- and
intelligence-sharing were heightened by Mr. Putin’s remark that he would not rule out a future
Russia-China military alliance. It is not clear whether he was stating a conviction, reassuring
China or warning India and/or the West. Mr. Lavrov said in Delhi that Russia-China relations,
though very close, are not “aimed at establishing a military alliance”. Mr. Modi would like this
confirmation from the ultimate maker of Russian policy, when he meets Mr. Putin. He may also
hear why Russia cannot see the logic of India’s Indo-Pacific actions.

Mr. Lavrov visited Pakistan directly after India — the first time a Russian Minister has done so.
He received red-carpet treatment and met the Army Chief and the Prime Minister. He confirmed
that Russia would strengthen Pakistan’s “counter-terrorism capability” — a euphemism used by
the U.S. earlier for its weapons supplies to Pakistan. Russia is now Pakistan’s second largest
defence supplier, accounting for 6.6% of its arms imports in 2016-20. Their cooperation includes
joint “counter-terrorism” drills and sharing perspectives on military tactics and strategic doctrines.

At the same time, Russia remains a major supplier of cutting-edge military technologies to India.
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The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) records that Russia supplied 49%
of India’s arms imports in 2016-20. The proportion has been falling, as India diversifies its
imports. Despite this, India’s second largest supplier, France, had only an 18% share. SIPRI
estimates that recent orders for Russian arms could boost future import figures. This is a reality
check. Defence cooperation is not a transactional exchange. Sharing of technologies and
strategies is underpinned by a mutual commitment to protection of confidentiality. Sustainable
defence cooperation is based on a credible assurance that what is transferred to our adversaries
will not blunt the effectiveness of our weapons systems. In this already complex mix, the
American sanctions legislation, CAATSA (Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions
Act), adds an external layer of complexity.

The criticality of geography in geopolitics is often underestimated. The Eurasian landmass to
India’s north is dominated by Russia and China. Strategic and security interests in Central Asia,
West Asia and Afghanistan dictate our engagement with the region and the connectivity projects
linking it, like the International North-South Transport Corridor through Iran (that was discussed
with Mr. Lavrov). India cannot vacate this space to a Russia-China condominium (with Pakistan
in tow), without potentially grave security consequences.

The Modi-Putin summit will tackle the “irritants” and, as before, will probably announce that
perspectives have been reconciled. But such annual assertions do not convince the political,
official, business, media and academic circles in the two countries, which have to sustain a
major partnership.

The relationship has to be located in a broader geopolitical context. The principal element in this
is the drive for superpower status of a powerful, assertive China. It is self-evident that the U.S.,
as the pre-eminent superpower, seeks to retard this process. In a deviation from classical
geopolitical strategy, the U.S. is taking on both China and Russia (which is the lesser power,
despite its military power and energy dominance), thereby driving the two together and arguably
accelerating the move to bipolarity. Even so, the differentials in military, economic and political
power across countries may complicate the emergence of two clear poles of the Cold War
variety. A let-up in the Western hostility to Russia could add to the complexity, if Mr. Putin’s
Russia takes the opportunity to loosen the Chinese embrace and position itself as a pole in the
multipolar world.

India has to explore the space within these processes to maximise its global influence by
steering clear of alliances and retaining autonomy of policy. The partnership with Russia will not
have the salience of past decades, but will remain important for our continental interests and
defence capability. The depth of the relationship will depend on the willingness and capacity of
both countries to show mutual sensitivity to core security concerns.

P.S. Raghavan is a former Indian Ambassador to Russia

Please enter a valid email address.

To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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EXPERTS FROM INDIA & JAPAN DISCUSSED
COLLABORATIONS FOR INNOVATIONS ON
HYDROGEN BASED TECHNOLOGIES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Japan

Experts from India and Japan discussed possibilities of collaboration for promotion of hydrogen-
based technologies as well as related innovations, trends, concerns, and solutions at a webinar
on De-carbonisation: Exploring the Hydrogen Prospects and Innovative Technologies.

“Challenges for India-Japan hydrogen research is cost reduction and improved performance for
fuel cells, hydrogen storage, challenges for viable green hydrogen process routes, significant
investments required for research infrastructure and support for commercialisation,” Rangan
Banerjee, Forbes Marshall Chair Professor, Department of Energy Science and Engineering, IIT
Bombay pointed out.

Distinguished Professor Kojima Yoshitsugu, National Science Centre for Basic Research and
Development, Hiroshima University, said that ammonia could be a potential hydrogen carrier
because of its high hydrogen densities. “Direct combustion of ammonia is also possible without
emission of carbon dioxide. The heat of combustion of ammonia is above 1.3 times of liquid
hydrogen,” he added.

The webinar jointly organised by the Embassy of India in Japan, Department of Science &
Technology (DST), Government of India along with The Institute for Global Environmental
Strategies (IGES), Japan, and The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), India, on 19th April
2021 provided a platform for the experts to deliberate on the most recent innovations, trends,
and concerns as well as practical challenges encountered and solutions.

Sugiyama Masakazu from Research Centre for Advanced Science and Technology, The
University of Tokyo, Japan, spoke about renewable hydrogen for disruptive decarbonisation. 

“Hydrogen enables high efficiency and zero or near-zero-emissions operations. Green hydrogen
will be good for industrial processes, production of chemicals, iron and steel, food and
semiconductors and refineries and we should explore opportunities for co-innovation in
accelerating green hydrogen to reduce dependency on petroleum import,” said Nandkumar
Janardhanan, Research Manager, Climate and Energy, IGES.

Dr Raghuram Chetty, Professor, Department of Chemical Engineering, India Institute of
Technology, Madras, highlighted the IIT Madras Research Park, which facilitates the promotion
of R&D by the institute in partnership with industry, assisting in the growth of new ventures and
promoting economic development. He also elaborated on the challenges in the usage of fuel
cells, like non-existence of hydrogen fuel infrastructure and difficulties related to hydrogen
storage and transportation.

S Dasappa, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, underlined about a sustainable route of
generating hydrogen using biomass, hydrogen from a range of sources, utilisation, dispensing,
storage and distribution and creates a level playing field for all sources of green hydrogen.

Prof Tatsuoki KONO, Ph.D., Institute for Materials Research, Tohoku University, said,
“Hydrogen gas is a fuel with plenty of potentials. But because it is highly combustible, managing
it safely is key. Advantages of hydrogen Energy system is that hydrogen gas is generated using
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a renewable energy source, instead of fossil fuels, it is stored in a safe way, overcomes
challenges such as the intermittency of sunshine, and a clean, alternative power source.” 

Shailendra Shukla, Professor, and Founder Coordinator, Center of Excellence in Energy
Resources and Development, Department of Mechanical Engineering, IIT (BHU), said that the
potential scale of hydrogen demand growth in India is significant. “Costs of green hydrogen will
start to compete with fossil fuel-derived hydrogen by 2030, at the latest. Hydrogen should be
targeted at those sectors where direct electrification is not well-suited,” he added.

Shibata Yoshiaki, Manager, Electric Power Industry & New and Renewable Energy Unit, The
Institute of Energy Economics, Japan, stressed on the importance of green hydrogen and
energy of system integration.

“Green hydrogen shall play a very important role. Along with pilots, NTPC is pursuing efforts with
various stakeholders to shift to green hydrogen/green ammonia/green methanol, industries -
fertilisers/refining, long-range heavy-duty transportation, blending into gas grids, energy
storage,” said Mohit Bhargava, National Thermal Power Corporation. 

The experts agreed that hydrogen could be a good alternative because of its capability of
producing lower emissions and less pollution and looked forward to collaborations between
groups in India and Japan to that end.

****

RP (DST Media Cell)

Experts from India and Japan discussed possibilities of collaboration for promotion of hydrogen-
based technologies as well as related innovations, trends, concerns, and solutions at a webinar
on De-carbonisation: Exploring the Hydrogen Prospects and Innovative Technologies.

“Challenges for India-Japan hydrogen research is cost reduction and improved performance for
fuel cells, hydrogen storage, challenges for viable green hydrogen process routes, significant
investments required for research infrastructure and support for commercialisation,” Rangan
Banerjee, Forbes Marshall Chair Professor, Department of Energy Science and Engineering, IIT
Bombay pointed out.

Distinguished Professor Kojima Yoshitsugu, National Science Centre for Basic Research and
Development, Hiroshima University, said that ammonia could be a potential hydrogen carrier
because of its high hydrogen densities. “Direct combustion of ammonia is also possible without
emission of carbon dioxide. The heat of combustion of ammonia is above 1.3 times of liquid
hydrogen,” he added.

The webinar jointly organised by the Embassy of India in Japan, Department of Science &
Technology (DST), Government of India along with The Institute for Global Environmental
Strategies (IGES), Japan, and The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), India, on 19th April
2021 provided a platform for the experts to deliberate on the most recent innovations, trends,
and concerns as well as practical challenges encountered and solutions.

Sugiyama Masakazu from Research Centre for Advanced Science and Technology, The
University of Tokyo, Japan, spoke about renewable hydrogen for disruptive decarbonisation. 

“Hydrogen enables high efficiency and zero or near-zero-emissions operations. Green hydrogen
will be good for industrial processes, production of chemicals, iron and steel, food and
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semiconductors and refineries and we should explore opportunities for co-innovation in
accelerating green hydrogen to reduce dependency on petroleum import,” said Nandkumar
Janardhanan, Research Manager, Climate and Energy, IGES.

Dr Raghuram Chetty, Professor, Department of Chemical Engineering, India Institute of
Technology, Madras, highlighted the IIT Madras Research Park, which facilitates the promotion
of R&D by the institute in partnership with industry, assisting in the growth of new ventures and
promoting economic development. He also elaborated on the challenges in the usage of fuel
cells, like non-existence of hydrogen fuel infrastructure and difficulties related to hydrogen
storage and transportation.

S Dasappa, Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, underlined about a sustainable route of
generating hydrogen using biomass, hydrogen from a range of sources, utilisation, dispensing,
storage and distribution and creates a level playing field for all sources of green hydrogen.

Prof Tatsuoki KONO, Ph.D., Institute for Materials Research, Tohoku University, said,
“Hydrogen gas is a fuel with plenty of potentials. But because it is highly combustible, managing
it safely is key. Advantages of hydrogen Energy system is that hydrogen gas is generated using
a renewable energy source, instead of fossil fuels, it is stored in a safe way, overcomes
challenges such as the intermittency of sunshine, and a clean, alternative power source.” 

Shailendra Shukla, Professor, and Founder Coordinator, Center of Excellence in Energy
Resources and Development, Department of Mechanical Engineering, IIT (BHU), said that the
potential scale of hydrogen demand growth in India is significant. “Costs of green hydrogen will
start to compete with fossil fuel-derived hydrogen by 2030, at the latest. Hydrogen should be
targeted at those sectors where direct electrification is not well-suited,” he added.

Shibata Yoshiaki, Manager, Electric Power Industry & New and Renewable Energy Unit, The
Institute of Energy Economics, Japan, stressed on the importance of green hydrogen and
energy of system integration.

“Green hydrogen shall play a very important role. Along with pilots, NTPC is pursuing efforts with
various stakeholders to shift to green hydrogen/green ammonia/green methanol, industries -
fertilisers/refining, long-range heavy-duty transportation, blending into gas grids, energy
storage,” said Mohit Bhargava, National Thermal Power Corporation. 

The experts agreed that hydrogen could be a good alternative because of its capability of
producing lower emissions and less pollution and looked forward to collaborations between
groups in India and Japan to that end.

****

RP (DST Media Cell)
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INDIA SHOULD BE A ‘COUNTRY OF PARTICULAR
CONCERN’: U.S. PANEL

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), an independent bi-partisan
commission, has recommended for the second year in a row that the State Department put India
on a list (‘Countries of Particular Concern’ or CPCs) for the worst violations of religious freedoms
in 2020. One of the 10 USCIRF commissioners presented a dissenting view.

The USCISRF recommended that the administration impose targeted sanctions on Indian
individuals and entities for “severe violations of religious freedom”.

A second recommendation was for the administration to promote inter-faith dialogue and the
rights of all communities at bilateral and multilateral forums “such as the ministerial of the
Quadrilateral [the Quad]”. Another recommendation — to the U.S. Congress — was to raise
issues in the U.S.-India bilateral space, such as by hosting hearings, writing letters and
constituting Congressional delegations.

The USCIRF recommendations are non-binding and the Trump administration had rejected the
USCIRF recommendation to designate India a CPC last year, when it released its own
determinations in December.

The key concerns of the 2021 report include the Citizenship (Amendment) Act. The report says,
“Mobs sympathetic to Hindu nationalism operated with impunity,” and used “brutal force” to
attack Muslims in Delhi’s riots in February 2020.

On the National Register of Citizens (NRC), the report says, “The consequences of exclusion —
as exemplified by a large detention camp being built in Assam — are potentially devastating…”
Efforts to prohibit interfaith marriage — such as those in Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh —
are also highlighted as a concern. “These efforts targeting and delegitimising interfaith
relationships have led to attacks and arrests of non-Hindus and to innuendo, suspicion, and
violence toward any interfaith interaction,” the report notes.

In an apparent reference to the Tablighi Jamaat Markaz in March 2020, the USCIRF says, “At
the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, disinformation and hateful rhetoric — including from
government officials — often targeted religious minorities, continuing familiar patterns.”

Johnnie Moore, an evangelical who is the president of The Congress of Christian Leaders as per
his USCIRF bio, included a dissenting note in the text of the report saying India should not be
designated a CPC but was at a “crossroads”. India is “diversity personified” and “its religious life
has been its greatest historic blessing,” Mr. Moore wrote. “India’s government and people have
everything to gain and nothing to lose from preserving social harmony and protecting the rights
of everyone,” he said. Last year, three of 10 commissioners — including Mr. Moore — had
presented dissenting views.

India’s government and people have everything to gain and nothing to lose from
preserving social harmony

Johnnie Moore
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Head, The Congress of Christian Leaders
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DATA AND A NEW GLOBAL ORDER
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The shift of global power from the Atlantic to the Indo-Pacific raises strategic questions for India.
Is the world divided because of an assertive China or is the shift of power to Asia a switch to the
historical norm? Is the United States defending multilateral rules or the hegemony over the rules
it had set? Should India take sides or bide its time as a neutral contender to both China and the
U.S.?

The Industrial Revolution restructured the global manufacturing order to Asia’s disadvantage.
But in the ‘Digital Data Revolution’, algorithms requiring massive amounts of data determine
innovation, the nature of productivity growth, and military power. Mobile digital payment
interconnections impact society and the international system, having three strategic implications.

Also read | India will be a large data economy; will have data refinery: Ravi Shankar Prasad

First, because of the nature and pervasiveness of digital data, military and civilian systems are
symbiotic. Cybersecurity is national security, and this requires both a new military doctrine and a
diplomatic framework.

Second, the blurring of distinctions between domestic and foreign policy and the replacement of
global rules with issue-based understanding converge with the growth of smartphone-based e-
commerce, which ensures that massive amounts of data give a sustained productivity
advantage to Asia.

Third, data streams are now at the centre of global trade and countries’ economic and national
power. India, thus, has the capacity to negotiate new rules as an equal with the U.S. and China.

Innovation based on data streams has contributed to China’s rise as the second-largest
economy and the “near-peer” of the U.S. The U.S. Indo-Pacific Commander recently said the
erosion of conventional deterrence capabilities was the greatest danger in the strategic
competition with China. The national security strategy of the U.S. puts more emphasis on
diplomacy than military power to resolve conflicts with China, acknowledging that its military
allies have complex relationships with Beijing, as it seeks to work with them to close technology
gaps.

Comment | How much is too much when collecting data for planning?

China’s technology weakness is the dependence on semiconductors and its powerlessness
against U.S. sanctions on banks, 5G and cloud computing companies. But its Fourteenth Five
Year Plan emphasises a $1.4-trillion strategy for the development of science and technology.
China’s digital technology-led capitalism is moving fast to utilise the economic potential of data,
pushing the recently launched e-yuan and shaking the dollar-based settlement for global trade.

China has a $53-trillion mobile payments market and it is the global leader in the online
transactions arena, controlling over 50% of the global market value. India’s Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) volume is expected to cross $1 trillion by 2025. The U.S., in contrast, lags
behind, with only around 30% of consumers using digital means and with the total volume of
mobile payments less than $100 billion. The global strategic balance will depend on new data
standards. Earlier this year, China formed a joint venture with SWIFT for cross-border payments

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/will-finalise-data-protection-law-very-soon-ravi-shankar-prasad/article33132747.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/how-much-is-too-much-when-collecting-data-for-planning/article32576730.ece
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and suggested foundational principles for interoperability between central bank digital currencies
at the Bank for International Settlements. The U.S., far behind in mobile payments, is falling
back on data alliances and sanctions to maintain its global position.

Also read | Is Internet freedom being sacrificed for national security?

India’s goal is to become a $5-trillion economy by 2025. While the country is fast-tracking its
digital rupee, the challenge is promoting engagement with major powers while retaining its data
for innovation and competitive advantage.

With Asia at the centre of the world, major powers see value in relationships with New Delhi.
India fits into the U.S. frame to provide leverage. China wants India, also a digital power, to see
it as a partner, not a rival. And China remains the largest trading partner of both the U.S. and
India despite sanctions and border skirmishes. These fluid relationships have their own trade-
offs, raising the question: whose interests do the current rules really serve? India, like China, is
uncomfortable with treating Western values as universal values and with the U.S. interpretation
of Freedom of Navigation rules in others’ territorial waters. New Delhi’s Indo-Pacific vision is
premised on “ASEAN centrality and the common pursuit of prosperity”. The European Union
recently acknowledged that the path to its future is through an enhanced influence in the Indo-
Pacific, while stressing that the strategy is not “anti-China”. The U.S. position in trade, that
investment creates new markets, makes it similar to China’s Belt and Road Initiative.

Also read | Jio designed to help India lead fourth industrial revolution, says Mukesh Ambani

India alone straddles both U.S. and China-led strategic groupings, providing an equity-based
perspective to competing visions. It must be prepared to play a key role in moulding rules for the
hyper-connected world, facing off both the U.S. and China to realise its potential of becoming
the second-largest economy.

Mukul Sanwal is a former UN diplomat
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
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INDIA JOINS SEARCH FOR SUBMARINE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Diving deep:A file photo of the Navy’s deep submergence rescue vessel.Special
ArrangementSpecial Arrangement  

The Indian Navy on Thursday dispatched its deep submergence rescue vessel (DSRV) from
Visakhapatnam to support the Indonesian Navy in the search and rescue efforts for its
submarine KRI Nanggala that went missing on Wednesday with 53 personnel aboard.

“Spoke to the Defence Minister of Indonesia, General Prabowo Subianto over the phone and
shared my pain over the news of missing submarine Nanggala and its crew members. India is
extending its full support to the ongoing Indonesian rescue efforts,” Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said on Twitter. “I have already directed the Indian Navy to move its DSRV to Indonesia. I
have also tasked the Indian Air Force to see the feasibility of induction of the DSRV intervention
system by air,” he added.

On April 21, an alert was received by the Navy through the International Submarine Escape and
Rescue Liaison Office (ISMERLO), regarding the missing Indonesian submarine, the Navy said
in a statement. The submarine was reportedly exercising in a location 25 miles north of Bali, it
stated.

The DSRV departed by sea and has to cover a distance of approximately 2,500 nautical miles, a
Navy official said.

Air Chief Marhal Hadi Tjahjanto, Commander of Indonesian armed forces, said KRI Nanggala
402 was participating in a torpedo firing exercise when it went missing. The Indonesian Defence
Ministry said the submarine lost contact after being granted clearance to dive.

The Indonesian Navy launched a massive search and rescue effort for the missing submarine
and requested assistance from countries in the region. The 53 personnel onboard includes 49
crew members, three gunners and its commander.

Specialised capability

India is amongst the few countries in the world capable of undertaking search and rescue of a
disabled submarine through a DSRV, the Navy said.

“Indian Navy’s DSRV system can locate a submarine up to 1,000-metre depth utilising its state-
of-the-art side scan sonar and remotely operated vehicle,” it stated, adding that after the
submarine is successfully located, another sub module of DSRV — the Submarine Rescue
Vehicle (SRV) — links with the submarine to rescue the trapped personnel. The SRV can also
be used to provide emergency supplies to the submarine.

The Singapore Navy has already pressed its rescue vessel while Australia too has offered
assistance.
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MISSING SUBMARINE SANK, KILLING 53 ABOARD:
INDONESIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Indonesia’s Navy on Saturday declared its missing submarine had sunk and cracked open,
killing 53 crew members aboard, after finding items from the vessel over the past two days.

Military chief Hadi Tjahjanto said the presence of an oil slick as well as debris near the site
where the submarine’s last dive on Wednesday off the island of Bali were clear proof the KRI
Nanggala 402 sank. Indonesia earlier considered the vessel to be only missing.

Navy Chief Yudo Margono told a press conference in Bali, “If it’s an explosion, it will be in
pieces. The cracks happened gradually in some parts when it went down from 300 m to 400 m
to 500 m... If there was an explosion, it would be heard by the sonar.”

The Navy previously said it believes the submarine sank to a depth of 600-700 m, much deeper
than its collapse depth of 200 m, at which point water pressure would be greater than the hull
could withstand.

The cause of the disappearance was still uncertain.

Findings to be evaluated

Adm. Margono said searchers found parts of a torpedo straightener, a grease bottle believed to
be used to oil the periscope, debris from prayer rugs and a broken piece from a coolant pipe that
was refitted on the submarine in 2012.

“With the authentic evidence we found believed to be from the submarine, we have now moved
from the ‘sub miss’ phase to ‘sub sunk,’” Adm. Margono said.

He said rescue teams from Indonesia and other countries will evaluate the findings. He said no
bodies have been found so far. Officials previously said the submarine’s oxygen supply would
have run out early on Saturday.

An American reconnaissance plane, a P-8 Poseidon, landed on Saturday and had been set to
join the search, along with 20 Indonesian ships, a sonar-equipped Australian warship and four
Indonesian aircraft.

Singaporean rescue ships were also expected on Saturday, while Malaysian rescue vessels
were due to arrive on Sunday, bolstering the underwater hunt, officials said earlier Saturday.

The German-built KRI Nanggala 402 has been in service in Indonesia since 1981 and was
carrying 49 crew members, three gunners and its commander, the Defence Ministry said.
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DEFYING TURKEY, JOE BIDEN RECOGNISES
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

U.S. President Joe Biden on Saturday recognised the 1915 killings of Armenians by Ottoman
forces as genocide, a watershed moment for descendants of the hundreds of thousands of dead
as he defied decades of pressure by Turkey.

Mr. Biden became the first U.S. President to use the word genocide in a customary statement on
the anniversary, a day after informing Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan that he would go
ahead with this step. “We remember the lives of all those who died in the Ottoman-era Armenian
genocide and recommit ourselves to preventing such an atrocity from ever again occurring,” Mr.
Biden said.

“And we remember so that we remain ever-vigilant against the corrosive influence of hate in all
its forms,” he said.

The statement is a massive victory for Armenia and its extensive diaspora. Starting with
Uruguay in 1965, nations including France, Germany, Canada and Russia have recognised the
genocide but a U.S. statement has been a paramount goal that proved elusive under other
presidents until Mr. Biden.

Mr. Biden said his statement was “not to cast blame but to ensure that what happened is never
repeated.”

As many as 1.5 million Armenians are estimated to have been killed from 1915 to 1917 during
the waning days of the Ottoman Empire.
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WHAT HAPPENED TO ARMENIANS IN 1915?
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The story so far: U.S. President Joe Biden on Saturday officially recognised the mass killings of
Armenians by Ottoman Turks in 1915-16 as “an act of genocide”. Mr. Biden’s announcement on
the Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day could infuriate Turkey, America’s NATO ally. Up to
1.5 million Armenians are estimated to have been killed in the early stage of the First World War
within the territories of the Ottoman Empire. In 2019, the U.S. Congress passed resolutions
calling the slaughter a genocide, but the Donald Trump administration stopped short of officially
calling it so.

Was it a genocide?

According to Article II of the UN Convention on Genocide of December 1948, genocide has
been described as carrying out acts intended “to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic,
racial or religious group”. Raphael Lemkin, the Polish lawyer who coined the term “genocide” in
1943, had written that he had been influenced by atrocities against Armenians as well as the
Nazi killings of Jews. Before the First World War broke out in 1914, there were 2 million
Armenians in the Ottoman Empire. According to a study by the University of Minnesota’s Center
for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, in 1922, four years after the War, the Armenian population
in the region was about 387,800. This has led historians to believe that up to 1.5 million
Armenians were killed during the course of the War. Armenians were largely living in the eastern
fringes of the Empire. The Ottoman Turks unleashed Turkish and Kurdish militias upon them,
killing and pillaging tens of thousands. Hundreds of thousands of Armenians were deported from
eastern Anatolia (today’s Turkey) to concentration camps in the Syrian steppe. Most of the
deaths occurred during this flight. “Rape and beating were commonplace. Those who were not
killed at once were driven through mountains and deserts without food, drink or shelter.
Hundreds of thousands of Armenians eventually succumbed or were killed,” writes historian
David Fromkin in A Peace to End All Peace .

Victims of power contest

In a way, the Armenians were victims of the great power contests of the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. When the Ottoman Empire was in decline on its fringes by the last quarter of the 19th
century, Armenians were seen by the rulers in Constantinople as a fifth column. The resentment
started building up after the Russo-Turkish war of 1877-78 in which the Turks lost territories. In
the Treaty of Berlin, big powers dictated terms to the Ottomans, including putting pressure on
Sultan Abdülhamid II to initiate reforms “in the provinces inhabited by Armenians, and to
guarantee their security against the Circassians and Kurds.” The Sultan saw this as a sign of
strengthening ties between the Armenians and other rival countries, especially Russia. Post the
treaty, there were a series of attacks on Armenians by Turkish and Kurdish militias. In 1908, the
Young Turks wrested control from the Sultan and promised to restore imperial glory. Under the
Turks when the administration was run by the famous “Three Pashas” (Mehmed Talaat Pasha,
the Grand Vizier or Prime Minister; Ismail Enver Pasha, the Minister of War; and Ahmed Cemal
Pasha, the Minister of the Navy) , the empire became more “Turkik” and persecution against the
ethnic minorities picked up. In October 1914, Turkey joined the First World War on the side of
Germany. In the Caucasus, they fought the Russians, their primary geopolitical rival. But the
Ottomans suffered a catastrophic defeat in the Battle of Sarikamish by the Russians in January
1915.
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The Turks blamed the defeat on Armenian “treachery”. First, Armenians in the Ottoman Army
were executed. On April 24, the Ottoman government arrested about 250 Armenian intellectuals
and community leaders. Most of them were later executed. (April 24 is the Remembrance Day).
As the War was still waging, the Ottomans feared that Armenians in eastern Anatolia would join
the Russians if they advanced into Ottoman territories. The Ottoman government passed
legislation to deport anyone who is a security risk. Then they moved Armenians, including
children, en masse to the Syrian Desert. That was a march of death.

After the fall of the empire, many Ottoman officials, including a governor in Anatolia, were tried
and executed for the atrocities committed against Armenians. But the Three Pashas fled the
country and took refuge in Germany. They were sentenced to death in absentia. But Armenian
resistance fighters under the banner of Operation Nemesis continued to hunt down Ottoman
officials. On March 15, 1921, Talat Pasha, the Grand Vizier and the key architect of the
atrocities, was assassinated on the street of Berlin by Armenian student Soghomon Tehlirian.

Turkey’s response?

Turkey has acknowledged that atrocities were committed against Armenians, but denies it was a
genocide (which comes with legal implications) and challenges the estimates that 1.5 million
were killed. The Turkish Foreign Ministry has issued a strong statement to Mr. Biden’s
announcement saying it doesn’t not have “a scholarly and legal basis, nor is it supported by any
evidence”. “This statement ...will open a deep wound that undermines our mutual trust and
friendship. We call on the U.S. President to correct this grave mistake,” it read.
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ENDEAVOUR, LEADERSHIP AND THE STORY OF A
NATION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bangladesh

Bangladesh and India both celebrated the golden jubilee of Bangladesh’s Independence
recently, alongside the birth centenary of ‘Banghabandu’ Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. There was a
predictable outburst of warm sentiments witnessed in Bangladesh on this occasion, but
celebrations in India were on an extremely low key. The creation of Bangladesh — from the
ashes of East Pakistan — is presumably India’s finest foreign policy triumph till date, and it
defies imagination why India has been so reticent in acknowledging this fact.

A plausible reason put forward in certain quarters is that it possibly meant acknowledging the
role of former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi in this seminal event, as she is widely acknowledged
to be the real architect of this triumph, notwithstanding claims put forward by many a
swashbuckling General and others in uniform. Hopefully this canard is not true, though she is
currently being demonised for her so-called sins of commission and omission. It would amount
to ignoring historical facts, for without Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, it is difficult to conceive of
India pulling off such a triumph.

Also read | Amid Bangladesh liberation anniversary, role of India, U.S. in 1971 in spotlight

This may sound like exaggerated praise, but anyone who had an opportunity to witness Mrs.
Indira Gandhi’s steely resolve during that period — as for instance when it was communicated to
her during a meeting of the War Cabinet, that the U.S. Seventh Fleet (which included the
nuclear powered aircraft carrier, Enterprise) was steaming up the Bay of Bengal, will hardly
dispute this fact. Displaying no signs of diffidence, she made it clear that it made little difference
to the cause that they had embarked upon.

Few nations across the world can possibly boast of an achievement of this nature. What is even
more noteworthy is that while accomplishing this task, India did not claim any ‘spoils of victory’.
After Pakistan’s defeat in East Pakistan, India voluntarily and unconditionally, handed over
power to the elected representatives of the newly established nation. Such magnanimity is
seldom seen in the annals of world politics.

Not too many among the current generation would remember that 1971 was a signal year for
India. It was in 1971 that India had extended all out support to the Government in Sri Lanka to
defeat the group, the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna in that country. And, 1971 was again the year
in which India contributed to the establishment of a new nation, Bangladesh, which was carved
out of East Pakistan following a pogrom launched by the military rulers in Islamabad, that was
unmatched in modern times. Half-a-century later, India would have done well to highlight and
remind the world of these two events, to further embellish its democratic credentials.

Also read | India, Bangladesh must fight terror together: Modi

While India was busy scripting a new destiny for the people of East Pakistan, millions of
refugees from East Pakistan were streaming into India. What was especially striking was that
despite such a calamitous situation, and the strain on its resources, the Government of the day
acted with extreme circumspection and did not give in to the rising clamour for any kind of
premature military intervention in East Pakistan. It was to adhere to this position till Pakistan
declared war on India in December 1971.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/amid-celebrations-role-of-india-us-in-1971-bangladesh-liberation-war-in-spotlight-again/article34178026.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/bangladesh-created-with-the-blood-of-freedom-loving-people-and-indian-soldiers-modi/article34172889.ece
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Meantime, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had been arrested and flown to West Pakistan. Tajuddin
Ahmad had been secretly sworn in as the Prime Minister of an independent Bangladesh and
installed in Mujibnagar, from where the new government-in-exile operated till the liberation of
East Pakistan. India well recognised that before India could legitimately intervene in East
Pakistan, the new government-in-exile had to acquire legitimacy, both within East Pakistan and
also internationally. All this demonstrated political finesse of the highest order. It was not easy
with over five million refugees coming into the country, conveying gruesome tales of untold
atrocities.

Also read | ‘Bangabandhu’ Mujibur Rahman a hero for all Indians, says Modi

At the diplomatic level, India did not act entirely alone. Prime Minister Indira Gandhi’s carefully
crafted diplomatic dispatches to world leaders had helped create a groundswell of support for
the persecuted Bengalis of East Pakistan. The signing of the Indo-Soviet Treaty in August 1971
came as a shot-in-the-arm for India, encouraging it to stay the course. Russia’s action was in
marked contrast to the stand of western nations such as the United States which displayed
hostility to India’s efforts, viewing it as an encouragement to the forces seeking to dismember
the state of Pakistan. Within the country, regular meetings and the constant dialogue with
Opposition leaders ensured that India acted in a united manner, notwithstanding the public
clamour for immediate action.

India sought to intervene in East Pakistan, only after Pakistan attacked India on December 3,
1971. Three days later on December 6, India made the formal announcement of recognising the
new state of Bangladesh, almost nine months after the Peoples’ Republic of Bangladesh had
been proclaimed by Sheik Mujibur Rahman. Still later in March 1972, India and Bangladesh
signed a Treaty of Peace and Friendship.

The events spread over several months that culminated in the emergence of a new nation,
became possible only because of close coordination among the various limbs of the
Government, which acted in concert to achieve the cardinal objective, viz., that the struggle of
the people of East Pakistan should not go in vain. The West, however, erroneously believed the
humanitarian disaster notwithstanding, that it could not let down its ally Pakistan, which was a
member of several western-led military alliances. Quite a few other nations, while sympathetic to
the plight of the beleaguered population of East Pakistan, were unwilling to extend support
fearing the wrath of the U.S.

Also read | Explaining 1971

A great deal has been written about the military exploits in connection with the formation of
Bangladesh — of the Indian Army, the Indian Navy and the Indian Air Force. Very little has,
however, been mentioned about the role of the intelligence agencies. Understandably so, since
the intelligence agencies do not publicise their exploits and operate behind an iron curtain. Fifty
years after Bangladesh gained Independence, it may, however, be time to give a pat on the
back of the two principal intelligence agencies at the time — the Intelligence Bureau (IB) and the
Research & Analysis Wing (R&AW/RAW). A vast network of agents had been created by the IB
well before the organisation was bifurcated in 1968 into the IB and the R&AW, and the latter built
on these assets. These agents played a critical role behind the scenes, preparing the ground for
the eventual collapse of Pakistani Army resistance in East Bengal. At the risk of violating a
cardinal rule of intelligence, it might also be the opportune moment to pay a silent tribute to one
of the most outstanding secret agents of recent times, whose name and pseudonym will,
however, have to remain a secret, but whose exploits were no less than that of the most
celebrated spy of World War II, Richard Sorge. The time has also come to acknowledge the role
of the Mukti Bahini — the Army of Bangladeshi irregulars — fashioned by the intelligence

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/bangabandhu-mujibur-rahman-a-hero-for-all-indians-says-pm-modi/article34088684.ece
https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl/5621/Treaty+of+Peace+and+Friendship
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/explaining-1971/article23247097.ece
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agencies which played a key role during the conflict. This seldom happens, but is worth a
mention, at least in a newspaper article.

The ultimate accolade for India’s role in creating a new nation is that Bangladesh is today a
relatively prosperous country, having made steady progress from the category of a Least
Developed Country to a developing country. Bangladesh “will get time up to 2026 to prepare for
the transition to the status of a developing country”. Few countries across the world expected
the new nation to survive, let alone thrive, given that the nascent Bangladesh Government was
functioning under an untested leader, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman; the country had been born
amidst widespread and unprecedented violence and upheaval, possessed scarce resources,
and was riven with internecine differences.

Today, Bangladesh is a shining example of what is possible through human endeavour and a
wise leadership. It has not allowed itself to be drawn into the vortex of foreign influences, and
maintains an independent foreign policy. Relations with India are excellent today, though there
have been periods when relations were not all that cordial. Currently, Bangladesh’s annual GDP
growth exceeds that of its erstwhile parent, Pakistan. Women empowerment has been a major
catalyst in Bangladesh’s progress, and this is largely responsible for transforming the country.

India’s achievement in enabling the people of East Pakistan to carve out a separate destiny for
themselves and achieve full freedom from Islamabad, well mirrors what can be achieved when
the political, diplomatic, military, intelligence and civil segments act in a coordinated manner
under a firm and far-sighted political leadership. This is the acid test for any future eventuality of
this nature.

M.K. Narayanan is a former Director – Intelligence Bureau and Chairman – Joint Intelligence
Committee, a former National Security Adviser and a former Governor of West Bengal
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AN IDEA ON TAXATION THAT IS WORTH A TRY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Let's make a wise move!  

United States Secretary of the Treasury Janet L. Yellen’s proposal for global coordination of
corporate taxation has huge implications. She has proposed a global minimum tax rate. If the
major world economies agree and the U.S. Congress approves the increased tax rates, it would
constitute a reversal of the trend in tax policies since the collapse of the Soviet Bloc 30 years
back. Would Ms. Yellen succeed in convincing OECD countries and the U.S. Congress? David
R. Malpass, President of the World Bank, representing the interest of global capital, has voiced
his opposition. He was shooting from the shoulders of the poor countries when he said the
proposal “...would hinder poor countries’ ability to attract investment”.

The initiative which has been long overdue is being forced on the rich countries by the impact of
the pandemic. Presently, governments need resources to help people through transfer of
incomes, provision of more public services and also prevent business failures. But their
resources have been adversely impacted by the economic downturn. Consequently, fiscal
deficits have reached record high levels. In the pre-pandemic era, such levels of deficit would
have led to the tanking of the stock markets but now they are booming in anticipation of demand
being pumped in by these high deficits. The result is a massive increase in inequality between
those who have gained in the stock markets and those who have lost employment and incomes.

Also read: Joe Biden confident that higher corporate tax will not drive companies out of U.S.

The Joe Biden administration is proposing a massive $3 trillion package to boost the economy.
A large part of this will be spent in 2021 but some of it will be staggered. This will be in addition
to the $1.9 trillion package of relief already approved soon after the Biden administration took
office. This package came after former President Donald Trump signed on the $900 billion
stimulus package in end December 2020 and more than $2 trillion in mid-2020. Thus, in addition
to the pre-existing deficits in the budget an additional 15% of GDP is being added in both 2020
and 2021. These are unprecedented levels.

Additional tax collections can help reduce these large deficits and that is the reason for the U.S.
administration’s current proposal. But businesses and conservative legislators will resist.
However, some rich Americans like Jeff Bezos have supported the idea of taxing the rich more.
Such proposals have been around since 2011 when many of the rich in the U.S. and Europe
had supported higher taxation on the rich. Warren Buffet had floated this proposal to strengthen
capitalist economies after the global financial crisis of 2007-09. Subsequently, this proposal has
come up several times. But, instead of raising the tax rate on corporations, the Trump
administration cut the highest marginal tax rate from 35% to 21% with effect from January 1,
2018. This gives a hint as to why it is both difficult to raise corporation tax rates and why Ms.
Yellen has proposed a global agreement on corporate taxation.

When the Soviet Bloc collapsed in 1990, nations in east Europe were badly hit and needed
capital infusion to overcome their economic woes. To attract global capital, they cut their tax
rates sharply. This resulted in a ‘race to the bottom’. Nations in Europe were forced to cut their
tax rates one after the other to not only attract capital but also to prevent capital from leaving
their shores. This had global implications.
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Nations became short of resources and cut back expenditures on public services and
encouraged privatisation. Governments lacked resources for education, health and civic
amenities. The developing countries followed suit even though private markets do not cater to
the poor. Thus, disparities increased within nations.

The world experienced Base Erosion Profit Shifting (BEPS). Namely, companies shifted their
profits to low tax jurisdictions, especially, the tax havens. For instance, many of the most
profitable companies like Google and Facebook are accused of shifting their profits to Ireland
and other tax havens and paying little tax. EU has levied fines on Google and Apple for such
practices. Former U.S. President Barack Obama in 2009 had said that the U.S. was losing $100
billion in taxes due to such practices.

Since all the OECD countries have suffered due to cuts in tax rates and BEPS, initiatives have
been taken to check these practices. But they will not succeed unless there is agreement among
all the countries. Any country facing economic adversity can cut its tax rates to attract capital
and force others to follow suit. India has also cut its tax rates since the 1990s. Most recently in
2019 the corporation tax rate was cut drastically to match those prevailing in Southeast Asia.
Such cuts have implications for both inequality as well as for funding the schemes for the poor
and the quality of public services.

Another implication of the reductions in direct tax rates has been that governments have
increasingly depended on the regressive indirect taxes for revenue generation. Value-Added
Tax and Goods and Services Tax have been increasingly used to get more revenues. This
impacts the less well-off proportionately more and is inflationary. Direct taxes tend to lower the
post-tax income inequality. The rising inequalities result in shortage of demand in the economy
and to its slowing down which then requires more investment and that calls for more
concessions to capital. However, that does not guarantee revival because investment in
response to a tax cut is uncertain. Instead, increased government expenditures are sure to raise
demand.

Global financial capital which is highly mobile has effectively used tax havens and shell
companies to shift profits and capital across the globe. This mobility has enabled it to extract
concessions from countries by making them compete with each other to match the concessions
given by another — that is the ‘race to the bottom’. So, without global coordination, corporation
tax rates cannot be raised.

The U.S. is crucial to this coordination — without its cooperation and agreeing, other countries
cannot raise the rates. Now that the U.S. is taking the lead, perhaps this will happen even
though it will not be easy given the clout of global capital in the corridors of power in all
countries. There will also have to be cooperation among countries to tackle the lure of the tax
havens by enacting suitable global policies. The impact of all this will be far-reaching impacting
inequalities, provision of public services and reduction of flight of capital from developing
countries such as India and that will impact poverty. So, a global minimum tax rate is worth a try
in spite of the objection raised by the World Bank President.

Arun Kumar is Malcolm Adiseshiah Chair Professor, Institute of Social Sciences, New Delhi, and
author of ‘Indian Economy’s Greatest Crisis: Impact of Coronavirus and the Road Ahead’
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-04-27

PROJECT DANTAK COMPLETES 60 YEARS IN BHUTAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bhutan

Project DANTAK is commemorating its Diamond Jubilee in Bhutan. Indian Ambassador to
Bhutan Smt Ruchira Kamboj laid a floral wreath at the DANTAK Memorial in Simtokha on April
24, 2021. Commandant, Indian Military Training Team (IMTRAT) Maj Gen Sanjeev Chauhan
and Chief Engineer DANTAK Brig Kabir Kashyap also paid their respects at the memorial. It was
a fitting tribute to the sacrifices made by personnel of DANTAK in strengthening the bonds of
friendship between India and Bhutan. It may be recalled that over 1,200 DANTAK personnel laid
down their lives while constructing important infrastructure in Bhutan.

Project DANTAK was established on April 24, 1961 as a result of the visionary leadership of His
Majesty the Third King and then Prime Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru. Identifying the utmost
importance of connectivity in spurring the socio-economic development and growth of Bhutan,
DANTAK was tasked to construct the pioneering motorable roads in the Kingdom. DANTAK
completed the road connecting Samdrup Jongkhar to Trashigang in 1968. In the same year,
Thimphu was connected to Phuentsholing by DANTAK. Many Bhutanese had also volunteered
to work with DANTAK.

Over the years, DANTAK has met the myriad infrastructure requirements in Bhutan in
accordance with the vision of Their Majesties and the aspirations of the people in a symbiotic
manner. Some other notable projects executed by the project include the construction of Paro
Airport, Yonphula Airfield, Thimphu – Trashigang Highway, Telecommunication & Hydro Power
Infrastructure, Sherubtse College, Kanglung and India House Estate.

The medical and education facilities established by DANTAK in far flung areas were often the
first in those locations. The food outlets along the road introduced the Bhutanese to Indian
delicacies and developed a sweet tooth in them. The famous Takthi Canteen midway between
Phuentsholing and Thimphu has been a compulsory stop for travelers.

As DANTAK celebrates six decades in Bhutan, the project reaffirms its commitment to support
the march of Bhutan towards realising the dreams of His Majesty Druk Gyalpo, the plans of the
Royal Government of Bhutan and aspirations of the people of the kingdom.
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Project DANTAK is commemorating its Diamond Jubilee in Bhutan. Indian Ambassador to
Bhutan Smt Ruchira Kamboj laid a floral wreath at the DANTAK Memorial in Simtokha on April
24, 2021. Commandant, Indian Military Training Team (IMTRAT) Maj Gen Sanjeev Chauhan
and Chief Engineer DANTAK Brig Kabir Kashyap also paid their respects at the memorial. It was
a fitting tribute to the sacrifices made by personnel of DANTAK in strengthening the bonds of
friendship between India and Bhutan. It may be recalled that over 1,200 DANTAK personnel laid
down their lives while constructing important infrastructure in Bhutan.
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DANTAK was tasked to construct the pioneering motorable roads in the Kingdom. DANTAK
completed the road connecting Samdrup Jongkhar to Trashigang in 1968. In the same year,
Thimphu was connected to Phuentsholing by DANTAK. Many Bhutanese had also volunteered
to work with DANTAK.

Over the years, DANTAK has met the myriad infrastructure requirements in Bhutan in
accordance with the vision of Their Majesties and the aspirations of the people in a symbiotic
manner. Some other notable projects executed by the project include the construction of Paro
Airport, Yonphula Airfield, Thimphu – Trashigang Highway, Telecommunication & Hydro Power
Infrastructure, Sherubtse College, Kanglung and India House Estate.

The medical and education facilities established by DANTAK in far flung areas were often the
first in those locations. The food outlets along the road introduced the Bhutanese to Indian
delicacies and developed a sweet tooth in them. The famous Takthi Canteen midway between
Phuentsholing and Thimphu has been a compulsory stop for travelers.

As DANTAK celebrates six decades in Bhutan, the project reaffirms its commitment to support
the march of Bhutan towards realising the dreams of His Majesty Druk Gyalpo, the plans of the
Royal Government of Bhutan and aspirations of the people of the kingdom.
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CHINA ‘READY TO SUPPORT’ INDIA, OFFERS
VACCINES TO SOUTH ASIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

New equations:China's Foreign Minister Wang Yi at an event in Beijing, in this file
photo.AFPWANG ZHAO  

China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi on Tuesday offered Chinese vaccines to countries in South
Asia to ensure “a more diversified and stable” regional supply and said Beijing was also “ready
to provide support and assistance” to India.

Mr. Wang was speaking at the fourth multilateral dialogue involving countries in South Asia on
coordinating their COVID-19 responses and economic recoveries. The virtual dialogue involving
the Foreign Ministers of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, China, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka
marked China’s stepped up engagement in the region following the pandemic, and was the
latest in a series of meetings involving all countries in South Asia barring India, Bhutan and the
Maldives. China previously held a meeting of Foreign Ministers with Afghanistan, Nepal, and
Pakistan, a dialogue with Vice-Foreign Ministers involving Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri
Lanka, as well as a meeting at the Director General level of the six countries that again met on
Tuesday.

Assistance to India

Mr. Wang said at the meet that China had “extended an invitation to India” and also expressed
its sympathy and condolences amid the current COVID-19 surge. He said China is “ready to
provide support and assistance to the Indian people at any time according to the needs of India”.

The Chinese Foreign Minister called on the six countries to work together in fighting against
COVID-19 and said China was prepared to offer its vaccines through flexible arrangements to
ensure “more diversified and stable” vaccine supplies for countries in South Asia. China has also
raised a proposal of establishing an emergency reserve for supplies for South Asian countries.

Mr. Wang called on the countries, all of which are involved in China’s Belt and Road Initiative, to
explore “fast channels” to enable exchanges of people and commodities and said China would
establish a poverty reduction development cooperation centre for South Asia to share its
experiences.

Nepal’s Foreign Minister Pradeep Kumar Gyawali in a statement said the country supported the
need for “an enhanced level of regional and international cooperation for COVID-19 response
and economic recovery”.

Nepal’s Foreign Ministry said China had agreed to provide Nepal “with an additional grant of
medical equipment and materials equivalent to 5 million RMB [around Rs 5.7 crore] to
complement national efforts in fighting against COVID-19.”
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SRI LANKA CABINET CLEARS PROPOSAL FOR
BURKHA BAN

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

A burkha-clad Sri Lankan woman crossing a street in Colombo on Tuesday.AFPISHARA S.
KODIKARA  

Sri Lanka’s Cabinet on Tuesday cleared a proposal to ban all forms of face veils in public places
“due to national security concerns”.

“The Cabinet has approved the proposal... it will now go to the legal draftsmen and then be
brought to parliament,” Cabinet spokesman Keheliya Rambukwella told the weekly media
conference.

The announcement comes at a time when the government is urging the public to wear face
masks — dozens of violators have been arrested — to prevent the spread of COVID-19, and a
likely third wave in Sri Lanka.

The proposal to ban the burkha was announced in March by Minister of Public Security Sarath
Weerasekara, weeks before the UN Human Rights Council adopted a resolution on Sri Lanka.
However, the government then clarified that it was only a proposal and there was no move to
implement it in a hurry — a position that was widely seen as Colombo’s bid to garner support of
Muslim countries that had a vote at the the council.

Concerns raised

The proposed ban on face veils, seen as targeting the burkha worn by Muslim women, had
triggered concern domestically and among international actors. The Pakistani envoy in Colombo
in a tweet then said the likely ban “will only serve as injury to the feelings of ordinary Sri Lankan
Muslims and Muslims across the globe”.

Following the Easter Sunday terror attacks in 2019, that killed nearly 280 people in coordinated
serial blasts, Sri Lanka used emergency regulations to temporarily ban the burkha.
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TRUE NAME: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

U.S. President Joe Biden has fulfilled a long-pending American promise by recognising the
mass killings of Armenians by the Ottoman Turks in 1915-16 as “an act of genocide”, but the
move has clearly infuriated Turkey, a NATO ally. In 2019, both Houses of the U.S. Congress
passed resolutions calling the slaughter by its true name, but former President Donald Trump,
like his predecessors, stopped short of a formal recognition of the genocide, mainly because of
Turkish opposition. Ankara has challenged the “scholarly and legal” basis of Mr. Biden’s
announcement and warned that it will “open a deep wound”. Up to 1.5 million Armenians were
estimated to have been killed during the course of the First World War by the Ottoman Turks.
When the Ottoman Empire suffered a humiliating defeat in the Caucasus in 1915 at the hands of
the Russians, the Turks blamed the Armenians living on the fringes of the crumbling empire for
the setback. Accusing them of treachery, the Ottoman government unleashed militias on
Armenian villages. Armenian soldiers, public intellectuals and writers were executed and
hundreds of thousands of Armenians, including children, were forcibly moved from their houses
in eastern Anatolia (modern-day Turkey) to the Syrian desert. Many died during this exodus and
many others, after reaching the concentration camps in the deserts. Turkey has acknowledged
that atrocities were committed against Armenians, but is opposed to calling it a genocide, which
it considers as an attempt to insult the Turks.

Mr. Biden’s move comes at a time when the relationship between the U.S. and Turkey has been
in steady decline. In 2016, Ankara accused the U.S.-based Turkish Islamic preacher Fethullah
Gülen of being the mastermind of a failed coup, and asked the U.S. government to extradite
him, a demand Washington paid no attention to. Turkey’s decision to buy the S-400 missile
defence system from Russia, despite strong opposition from the U.S., prompted American
leaders to oust Turkey from the F-35 fighter jet training programme and impose sanctions on
their ally. When Mr. Biden assumed office, Turkish President Reccep Tayyip Erdogan had sent
feelers for a reset, saying Turkey needed help from the West to resolve the Syrian crisis. But Mr.
Biden’s move on the Armenian killings appears to have widened the cracks. For Turkey, this
overreaction to anyone calling the Armenian massacre a genocide is not doing any good in
foreign policy. Instead of being defensive about the crimes of the Ottoman empire, the modern
Turkish republic should demonstrate the moral courage to disown the atrocities. It shouldn’t
allow the past to ruin its present interests.

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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CHINA PUSHES DEFENCE TIES WITH BANGLADESH,
SRI LANKA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Expanding ties:Sri Lankan PM Mahinda Rajapaksa, right, and China’s Defence Minister Wei
Fenghe in Colombo on Wednesday.APERANGA JAYAWARDENA  

China’s Minister of Defence Wei Fenghe, visiting Bangladesh and Sri Lanka this week, has
called on countries in the neighbourhood to resist “powers from outside the region setting up
military alliances in South Asia”.

General Wei’s comments in Dhaka on Tuesday came amid a push back from Chinese officials
on the India-U.S.-Australia-Japan Quad grouping, which some in Beijing have described as a
quasi-military alliance.

Colombo visit

The Chinese Defence Minister and People’s Liberation Army General on Wednesday held talks
with President Gotabaya Rajapaksa in Sri Lanka, as he began a two-day visit following his trip to
Bangladesh. Both sides had discussions that were “extremely fruitful”, said a statement issued
by the Presidential Media Division. “He [Chinese Defence Minister] also said the relations
between the two nations were further strengthened by this visit,” the statement said.

The General’s visit comes six months after top Chinese foreign policy official Yang Jiechi was in
Colombo in October 2020 for high-level discussions. China on Tuesday also convened a six-
country South Asia dialogue on COVID-19 and economic cooperation with the Foreign Ministers
of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

The senior Chinese official’s visit to Sri Lanka coincides with mounting resistance in Sri Lanka to
a Bill envisioning laws to govern the China-backed $1.4 billion Colombo Port City. The Supreme
Court recently heard a case on the matter, following some 20 petitions by opposition parties and
civil society organisations that challenged the Bill arguing that it “threatened” Sri Lanka’s
sovereignty. The top court is expected to rule on the case soon. The visiting Chinese official is
also scheduled to meet PM Mahinda Rajapaksa.

Beijing has extended over $2 billion — in loans and a currency swap facility — to Colombo after
the pandemic struck, to help the government cope with its economic strain. Prior to that
Colombo owed Beijing over $ 5 billion in loan repayment.

On Tuesday, General Wei held talks with Bangladesh President Abdul Hamid in Dhaka. A
statement from China’s official Xinhua news agency quoted him as calling for the two militaries
to “increase high-level visits, deepen cooperation in equipment technology, broaden exchanges
in specialized fields and forge closer military relations.”

“To jointly maintain regional peace and stability,” he said, “the two sides should make joint
efforts against powers outside the region setting up military alliance in South Asia and practicing
hegemonism.”
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EXERCISE VARUNA – 2021 CONCLUDED
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

The 19th edition oftheIndian and French Navy bilateral exercise ‘VARUNA-2021’ concluded on
27th April 2021.

Exercise VARUNA has been a key enabler in building interoperability and strengthening the
coordination between the two navies. This exercise has matured over the years with increase in
scope, complexity of operations and level of participation. Conducted from 25-27 Apr 2021 in the
Arabian Sea, the exercise witnessed high tempo-naval operations at sea, including advanced air
defence and anti-submarine exercises, intense fixed and rotary wing flying operations  including
cross deck helicopter landings, tactical manoeuvres, surface and anti-air weapon firings,
underway replenishment and other maritime security operations. Units of both navies honed and
enhanced their war-fighting skills to demonstrate their ability as an integrated force to promote
peace, security and stability in the maritime domain.

The common understanding of the two navies in executing maritime operations was evident right
from the start of the exercise wherein the entire planning was carried out through virtual meeting
and the exercises were conducted completely in the non-contact format.

The seamless coordination, precise execution of manoeuvres, and accuracy in complex
exercises characterized the conduct of Varuna-2021 and has helped further strengthen mutual
confidence, inter-operability and sharing of best practices between both Navies.

Indian Navy’s guided missile frigate Tarkash will continue to exercise with the French Navy’s
Carrier Strike Group (CSG) from 28th April to 1st May 2021 participating in advanced surface,
anti-submarine and air-defence operations with the French CSG. 

***
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INDIA, AUSTRALIA, JAPAN PUSH FOR SUPPLY CHAIN
RESILIENCE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

Piyush Goyal  

The Supply Chain Resilience Initiative (SCRI) formally launched on Tuesday by the Trade
Ministers of India, Japan and Australia brought a wary response from China, which has
described the effort as ‘unrealistic’.

Piyush Goyal, Minister for Commerce and Industry, launched the SCRI along with Dan Tehan,
Australia’s Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment, and Hiroshi Kajiyama, Japan’s Minister
for Economy, Trade and Industry. The three sides agreed the pandemic “revealed supply chain
vulnerabilities globally and in the region” and “noted the importance of risk management and
continuity plans in order to avoid supply chain disruptions”.

Some of the joint measures they are considering include supporting the enhanced utilisation of
digital technology and trade and investment diversification, which is seen as being aimed at
reducing their reliance on China. “The SCRI aims to create a virtuous cycle of enhancing supply
chain resilience with a view to eventually attaining strong, sustainable, balanced and inclusive
growth in the region,” a statement said.

China wary

China’s Foreign Ministry on Wednesday described the move as ‘unrealistic’. “The formation and
development of global industrial and supply chains are determined by market forces and
companies choices,” spokesperson Zhao Lijian said.

“Artificial industrial ‘transfer’ is an unrealistic approach that goes against the economic laws and
can neither solve domestic problems nor do anything good to the stability of the global industrial
and supply chains, or to the stable recovery of the world economy.”

Mr. Zhao said China hoped that amid the epidemic, “parties concerned will cherish the hard-won
outcomes of international cooperation in the fight against the epidemic” and “act in ways
conducive to enhancing mutual trust and cooperation, so as to jointly ensure the global industrial
and supply chains stable and unimpeded”.
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‘SRI LANKA HAS PRIORITISED TIES WITH CHINA’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Gotabaya Rajapaksa, left, with Wei Fenghe.  

Sri Lanka has prioritised developing relations with China and “firmly supports” China’s position
on issues concerning its core interests, President Gotabaya Rajapaksa told Chinese State
Councilor and Minister of National Defence Wei Fenghe, according to Chinese state media.

The Sri Lankan President said his country “has been pursuing an independent foreign policy and
will never bend to pressure from major powers outside the region as well as never forge an
alliance with any country”, Xinhua news agency reported on Wednesday.

Sri Lanka and China vowed to enhance pragmatic cooperation in all sectors, “including the
military”. While specifics of the enhanced military ties are yet to emerge, senior Sri Lankan
Defence officials and the visiting Chinese delegation signed a “Military Assistance Protocol”, Sri
Lanka’s Ministry of Defence said in a statement issued after the top Chinese official’s departure
on Thursday morning.

Thanking China for providing “long-term and precious” support to Sri Lanka, President
Rajapaksa said he hoped to learn from the Communist Party of China’s governance experience
on poverty alleviation and rural revitalisation, Xinhua said in its report.

General Wei, in his talks with the Sri Lankan leadership, seems to have reiterated his message
in Dhaka on Tuesday slamming “powers from outside the region” for forging military alliances in
South Asia. Chinese state media quoted General Wei as telling the Sri Lankan leadership,
“Certain major countries are keen to form cliques and factions and seek regional hegemony,
which goes against people’s shared aspirations and severely harms the interests of the regional
countries. China appreciates Sri Lanka’s independent and non-aligned policy and will make joint
efforts with Sri Lanka to strengthen coordination and safeguard regional peace and tranquillity.”

His apparent attack on the India-U.S.-Australia-Japan Quad grouping echoed reservations
voiced by Sri Lanka earlier. In October last year, Sri Lanka’s Foreign Secretary Admiral
Jayanath Colombage had said, “We are observing the rise of Quad as an exclusive military
alliance ... If Quad is aiming at economic revival, there are no issues.”
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‘VACCINE MAITRI MAY HAVE TO WAIT TILL JULY’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

A file photo of Sri Lanka’s President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, left, receiving the first consignment of
vaccines from India.-  

India is unlikely to resume its Vaccine Maitri programme for the neighbourhood, including
Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka, until at least July, given the sudden shortage of vaccines
amidst a surge in COVID-19 cases, and the government’s plan for vaccination for all adults set
to start on May 1.

India has had to suspend the export of both commercial and grant-based vaccine doses,
including to countries in the neighbourhood which had already paid for the shipments, with the
last batch going out at the beginning of April, after the second wave of the pandemic hit.

When asked on Thursday, Foreign Secretary Harsh Shringla would not give a timeline for when
the supplies will be restored. “Today, our needs are far greater, and all our partners understand
that in this context, today what we require is to ramp up our vaccination programme, to 2-3
billion, so we have to ramp up significantly,” he said.

However, at least two officials said South Block is aware of the problems this has created for
India’s neighbours. India’s last shipment to Bangladesh was a grant of 1 lakh doses sent on April
2, while commercial shipments have not been sent since February 21, when 20 lakh doses were
shipped, according to the Ministry of External Affairs website. Bangladesh had contracted for 30
million doses of Covishield at 5 million doses a month for six months, but only 7 million of the
paid shipments actually arrived between January and February.

Sri Lanka placed a commercial order for 1.5 million (15 lakh) doses of Covishield, of which just 5
lakh doses have arrived so far. Sri Lanka and Nepal were last sent shipments through the
COVAX alliance on March 6 and 28, respectively, while commercial shipments stopped at the
end of February.

Sources said Bangladesh and Nepal have raised concerns about the interruption in supplies
officially.

(With inputs from

Meera Srinivasan )
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